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MESSAGE

Conservation of biodiversity and living in harmony with nature is deeply
ingrained in India's culture and ethos, reflected in our traditional lifestyles and
knowledge systems. Our ancient wisdom, combined with modern scientific
advancements, offer solutions not only for India but for the entire world to live in
harmony with nature.

It gives me immense pleasure to say that the fourth edition of India Maturally
publication very apply narrates the stories of winners of the India Biodiversity Awards.
These conservation stalwarts are an inspiration for all of us and demanstrate how all
sections of the society can play a role in conserving our precious biodiversity. As a
way forward, we must consider documenting the impact of the Awards on their further
endeavours.

| am confident that this publication will play an important role in inspiring
individuals, communities, government agencies and line departments, academic and
research institutions and private sector — all the stakeholders who need to come
together to work for a sustainable future,

The best practices documented in this publication highlight the value of
collective action. | am positive that they will encourage everyone to come forward and
contribute towards conserving our natural heritage.

| would like to congratulate the officials of the Ministry of Environment, Foresl
and Climate Change and National Biodiversity Authority on the continued success of
the awards and also appreciate the partnership with UNDP in supporting this process
and bringing out this publication,
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FOREWORD

India has made concerted, co-ordinated and consistent efforts in the area of bicdiversity
conservation. One of the key steps has been the creation of a robust institutional
mechanism to meet the commitments under the Convention on Biological Diversity,
comprising the National Biodiversity Authority at national level, State Biodiversity
Boards at sub-national level and Biodiversity Management Commitiees at local level.

A number of stakeholders have contributed through innovative measures and efforts to
conserve the country’s bioresources. According recognition to the initiatives being taken
by individuals, communities, development organizations and the private sector, serves
as an incentive to continue these exceptional efforts,

The ‘India Maturally” publication provides a brief glimpse into impactiul stories of the
winners of the India Biodiversity Awards from across the country. These stories highlight
how participation of a diverse range of stakeholders can ensure protection as well as
sustainable use and management of biological resources,

The 'private sector plays a key role as many products depend on bioresources
Corporate Social Responsibility can be utilized towards conservation and sustainable
use of bisdiversity, specifically for training and capacity building of communities and
grassroot-level institutions.

| conaratulate the National Biodiversity Authorty and the United Nations Development
Programme for leading this initiative and for bringing out the stories of conservation
champions from all across the country

| am confident that this publication will inspire many more individuals and organizations
te come forward and take proactive measures for conserving and preserving India's rich
hiological heritags.
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FOREWORD

Ouwr lives, livelihoods and economy are all dependent upon biological resources and
the ecosystem services they provide. Concerted efforts by the communities and
organisations towards conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, and fair and
equitable sharing of benefits arising from the use of genetic resources is extremely
important to tackle the immense pressure on bicdiversity and ecosystem services.

India has a time immemorial tradition of conservation which is reflected in the
exceptional efforts of individuals as well as institutions to protect our biodiversity and
ensure sustainable use of natural resources.

| am pleased to say that the India Biodiversity Awards, a collaborative effort between
the Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change (MoEFCC). the National
Biodiversity Authority (NBA) and the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDPY), have been successful in recognizing such efforts.

The India Naturally publication documents select outstanding stories of biodiversity
conservation, sustainable use, access and benefit sharing and biodiversity
governance, recognized through the India Biodiversity Awards. | am confident that this
publication will be found useful by practitioners, policymakers, and environment
enthusiasts from all over the world.

| congratulate the team at the MoEFCC, NBA and UNDP in developing this
publication. We will continue to identify and recognize such commendable efforts
towards conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity from all corners of India.

n -~
Dr. V.LE%‘ mr

Chairperson
May, 2022
Chennai
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PREFACE

The air we breathe, the water we drink and the food we eat all come from biodiversity. It is essential for our health and wellbeing. We derive benefits from
biodiversity at all levels — as individuals, societies, industries and governments. Therefore, we also need action at all levels to protect it.

India is home to over eight percent of the world’s total plant and animal species. It has four of the 36 global biodiversity hotspots — natural ecosystems that host
many important species in a relatively small geographical area. Thus, India has a very important role to play in securing global biodiversity.

The India Biodiversity Awards recognize the champions of biodiversity conservation across local communities, governments, civil society organizations and the
private sector. The stories of the award winners documented in this publication demonstrate solutions that can ensure sustainable co-existence between humans

and nature.

The United Nations Development Programme has been a proud partner to the Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change, and the National Biodiversity
Authority for the India Biodiversity Awards since its 1st edition in 2012.

We are committed to working with the government and all other stakeholders towards achieving the shared vision of ‘living in harmony with nature’.

Shoko Noda
Resident Representative

United Nations Development Programme
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