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PREFACE 

The air we breathe, the water we drink and the food we eat all come from biodiversity. It is essential for our health and wellbeing. We derive benefits from 
biodiversity at all levels – as individuals, societies, industries and governments. Therefore, we also need action at all levels to protect it. 

India is home to over eight percent of the world’s total plant and animal species. It has four of the 36 global biodiversity hotspots – natural ecosystems that host 
many important species in a relatively small geographical area. Thus, India has a very important role to play in securing global biodiversity. 

The India Biodiversity Awards recognize the champions of biodiversity conservation across local communities, governments, civil society organizations and the 
private sector. The stories of the award winners documented in this publication demonstrate solutions that can ensure sustainable co-existence between humans 
and nature.

The United Nations Development Programme has been a proud partner to the Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change, and the National Biodiversity 
Authority for the India Biodiversity Awards since its 1st edition in 2012.  

We are committed to working with the government and all other stakeholders towards achieving the shared vision of ‘living in harmony with nature’.

Shoko Noda
Resident Representative

United Nations Development  Programme
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