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Antwork builds platforms and connects entrepreneurs, and SMEs, to support, nurture,
and empower them by facilitating opportunities through shared working spaces.
Photo Credit © Antwork
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Konn homes are designed to suit the lifestyle and needs of the residents of Jordan and the MENA region
and are built with the highest performing materials and techniques for the local climate and environment.
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Randa Aboul-Hosn
Resident Representative, UNDP Jordan

Across the globe, the private sector is increasingly
seeking new opportunities to make a positive impact,
mitigate longer-term and systemic risks, and to make
meaningful contributions to achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). The SDGs are a call for
action by all countries - poor, rich, and middle-income
- to promote prosperity while protecting the planet.
They recognize that ending poverty must go hand-in-
hand with strategies that build economic growth and
address social needs including education, health, social
protection and job opportunities while tackling climate
change and environmental protection.

The COVID-19 pandemic illustrates what we can achieve
when different actors work together. The private sector was
a critical first responder providing technology, innovation,
skills, services and employment. As countries start to
recover from the pandemic’s devastating socio-economic
impacts, all sectors have a role in building forward better.

SDG Impact is a UNDP flagship initiative. Jordan is one of
the first SDG Impact pilot countries. The initiative seeks
to provide concrete guidance on how to translate intent
to action. UNDP is engaging actively with governments,
enterprises, and investors and help them fully integrate
the SDGs into their business and investment decision-
making and drive more capital to where it is needed
most. This report highlights some examples of funds and
enterprises on their sustainability ‘journey’. By showcasing
how some of the funds and businesses are embracing or
starting to embrace impact we seek to inspire others.

To date the impact investment ecosystem in Jordan
is still nascent. Many investors and businesses are not
aware of the SDGs or not measuring their impact or
contributions to the SDGs. This first report provides
an overview and initial understanding of definitions of
impact, what impact mean in the Jordanian context,
and an initial overview of how funds and businesses are
measuring (or not) their impact. Future reports aim to
inspire investors, other fund managers, and businesses
by showcasing examples of the seeds of impact.
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Tamer Al Salah
Managing Director, Beyond Capital

Jordan has long been a pioneer in innovation and
entrepreneurship, and it has seen an ever-increasing
amount of innovation capital ready to be mobilized. In
spite of its small size and limited resources, decades of
hard work have pinned it as one of the major leaders in
technology advancement - yet we still fall short when it
comes to acknowledging and celebrating the upcoming
dedicated and hardworking generation.

Over the past 25 years, we have witnessed an
entrepreneurial spillover effect that has pushed a
collective, inclusive, and collaborative ecosystem that
is constantly developing, one that has helped us gain
relevance and knowledge to power this growth and
pave the way for what seems to be a very bright future.
Today, amidst a period of trials and errors, turmoil and
pandemics, financial and refugee crises, Jordanian
entrepreneurs have proven to the world that they are able
to stay relevant and turn challenges into opportunities to
become a major contributor to the prospering ecosystem
that we live through today.

This book aims to be a step in the right direction, it is
an inspiring collection of great achievements that are
mainly driven by the 'force of good’, a sustainable and
impactful present and future. This book is a story of
resilience and innovation, massive impact, and financial
prosperity, a source of inspiration to all who aim to inflict
positive change globally. We welcome global leaders to
join the transformation and extend an invitation to the
movement of inclusion, growth, and opportunity.

| hope you enjoy this collection as much as we did
throughout the journey of creating it, and encourage
you to share stories that inspire you, ones that you have
learned from as well as relate to. Collective empowerment
is the most powerful, and it has a proven ripple effect.
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