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About the Economic  
Commission for Africa 

The mandate of ECA is to promote the economic and social development of its mem-
ber States, foster intraregional integration and promote international cooperation for 
the development of Africa. Composed of 54 member States and playing a dual role as 
a regional arm of the United Nations and a key component of the African institutional 
landscape, ECA is well-positioned to make unique contributions to the development 
of Africa.

The strength of ECA is derived from its role as the only United Nations agency man-
dated to operate at the regional and subregional levels to harness resources and 
bring them to bear on African priorities. The thematic areas of ECA focus on: macro-
economic policy; regional integration and trade; social development; natural resourc-
es; innovation and technology; and gender and governance.

To enhance its impact, ECA places particular emphasis on: collecting up-to-date and 
original regional statistics in order to base its policy research and advocacy on clear, 
objective evidence; promoting policy consensus; providing meaningful capacity devel-
opment; and providing advisory services to African governments, intergovernmental 
organizations and institutions in key thematic fields. It also formulates and promotes 
development assistance programmes and acts as the executive agency for relevant 
operational projects. As a specialized unit of ECA, the African Trade Policy Centre 
(ATPC) supports the efforts of member States and regional economic communities 
by enhancing their capacity to formulate and implement sound trade policies and par-
ticipate more effectively in trade negotiations at all levels. To this end, the Centre is 
engaged in policy research, capacity-building, technical assistance and advocacy.
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The Agence Française de Développement (AFD) Group implements France’s policy 
on development and international solidarity. 

Comprised of AFD, which finances the public sector and NGOs; Proparco, which fi-
nances the private sector; and soon, Expertise France for technical cooperation, the 
Group finances, supports and accelerates transitions towards a more resilient and 
sustainable world.

We are building shared solutions with our partners. Our teams are active in more 
than 4,000 projects in the field, in the French overseas departments and some 115 
countries, including areas in crisis.  

We strive to protect the common good – promoting peace, biodiversity and a stable 
climate, as well as gender equality, health and education. It’s our way of contributing 
to the commitment that France and the French people have made to fulfil the Sustain-
able Development Goals. Towards a world in common.
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