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Note
The term “country” as used in this publication also refers, as appropriate, to territories and areas. The 
designations used and the presentation of the material do not imply the expression of any opinion 
whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any country, 
territory, city or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. 

In addition, the designations of country groups are intended solely for statistical or analytical convenience, 
and do not necessarily express a judgement about the stage of development reached by a particular 
country or stages in the development process. The mention of any firm, organization or policies does not 
imply their endorsement by the United Nations.

The use of the symbol “$” or “US$” refers to United States dollars, unless stated otherwise. Its use is primarily 
intended for statistical or analytical convenience, and does not imply its use in the country, territory or 
region. 

The definitions of the terms “nanotechnology”, “nanodevices”, “nanomaterials” and any combination that 
include “nano” as used in the publication are intended solely for statistical or analytical convenience and 
do not necessarily express a judgement or imply endorsement by the United Nations of the adequacy or 
accuracy of the definitions. Similarly, the groupings and categories of any “nano” products or processes 
are designed to permit comparison and are not necessarily legal or statistical groups.

The term “innovation” is used to refer to the application of knowledge in product, process, design, 
market and organizational improvements that are new, not necessarily to the world but to the region, 
country, centre, firm and/or individual. Unless otherwise stated, it may not include “policy innovations” or 
entrepreneurship in general. 

The terms “number”, “proportion” and “percentage” refer only to the total number of items or entities 
available in the database and may not be complete representation of the country. Therefore, a statement 
such as “ten percent of the nanotechnology patents” refers, not to the national average of patents of the 
country, but to those assigned to the country in a given database. It does not indicate an endorsement 
on the part of the United Nations of the mentioned database or a verification of its accuracy.

The material contained in this publication may be freely quoted with an appropriate acknowledgement. 
However, the data and information are not generated by the United Nations, which is not responsible 
for any inaccuracies, interpretations and damages associated with the use of the publication or of any 
material contained in this publication.
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