
The Socio-Economic Impact of Maritime Threats 
in the Western Indian Ocean

ROCKING THE BOAT 





ROCKING THE BOAT
The Socio-Economic Impact of Maritime  

Threats in the Western Indian Ocean



United Nations Economic Commission for Africa and Indian Ocean 
Commission, 2022

Cover photo credit: Getty Images/ Suriyapong Thongsawang

Kigali, Rwanda

All rights reserved.

The material in this publication may be freely quoted or reprinted. 
Acknowledgement is requested, together with a copy of the 
publication.

The designations employed in this publication and the material 
presented in it do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever 
on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Africa concerning the legal status of any country, 
territory, city, or area or its authorities, or concerning the delimitation 
of its frontiers or boundaries.



Rocking the Boat 
The Socio-Economic Impact of Maritime Threats in the Western Indian Ocean 5

Acknowledgements

Rocking the Boat: The Socio-Economic Impact of Maritime Threats in the Western 
Indian Ocean is a product of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, 
Sub-Regional Office for Eastern Africa (UNECA SRO-EA). It was requested by and 
produced in collaboration with the Maritime Security (MASE) Programme for Eastern 
and Southern Africa and Indian Ocean, through the Indian Ocean Commission (IOC).

This study was conceptualized and developed, under the guidance of Mama Keita, 
Director of UNECA SRO-EA, and Raj Mohabeer, Chargé de Mission of the IOC and 
Coordinator of MASE Programme. It was managed by Raquel Frederick, Associate 
Economic Affairs Officer, UNECA, and Abdoul-had Ahmed Mouhoussoune, Deputy 
Director, Regional Coordination Operation Centre (RCOC). The study was authored 
by Maisie Pigeon (Maritime Security Consultant, Lead Author) and Philippe Lallemand 
(Independent International Consultant).

We would like to thank the staff of UNECA and the MASE Programme for their support. 
This report would not have been possible without the substantive contributions of the 
following collaborators and reviewers:

•	 Raquel Frederick, UNECA

•	 Honita Cowaloosur, UNECA

•	 Raj Mohabeer, IOC Coordinator  
of MASE Programme

•	 Hassani Ahamada Soilihi,  
IOC Maritime Expert 

•	 Navi Ramgolam, Deputy Director,  
Regional Maritime Information  
Fusion Centre (RMIFC)

•	 Abdoul-had Ahmed Mouhoussoune, 
Deputy Directeur, RCOC

•	 Nelson Delicieux, RCOC ILO Madagascar

•	 Houmed Ismael Kako, RCOC ILO Djibouti

Comments received from Jean-Paul Adam, Director, Louis Mitondo Lubango, 
Environmental Affairs Officer, Deka Moussa Ragueh, Regional Advisor, and staff of the 
Technology, Climate Change and Natural Resources Division of UNECA, as part of the 
internal peer review process, are acknowledged with appreciation.

Many thanks to the following officials for the valuable data and analysis provided: 
Mialitiana Razafindralambo (Chef de Service des Statistiques des Echanges et Services 
dans la Direction des Statistiques Economiques, Madagascar Institut National de la 
Statistique); Mathew Collins Omondi (Director, Macroeconomic Statistics, Kenya 
National Bureau of Statistics (KNBS)); Anthony Makau (Trade Statistician, KNBS); and 
Bhavna Ramjus (Senior Statistical Officer, Statistics Mauritius).

We also thank the team at Epsilon Publishers for the editing, translation, and publishing 
of this report.

•	 Outam Kumar Guness, RCOC ILO 
Mauritius 

•	 Romain Salmon, RCOC ILO France

•	 Major Renny Bulmer,  
RCOC ILO United Kingdom

•	 Said Lavani, RMIFC ILO Comoros 

•	 Christopher Jilo, RMIFC ILO Kenya

•	 Nicolas Flury, RMIFC ILO France

•	 Major Antonio Gomme,  
RMIFC ILO Seychelles

•	 Aro Tiana Ramanantsoa,  
RMIFC ILO Madagascar



Rocking the Boat 
The Socio-Economic Impact of Maritime Threats in the Western Indian Ocean6

Nosy Komba, Madagascar
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Ariel view of boats, Mont Choisy beach, north-west coast, Mauritius
Credit: Getty Images/Roberto Moiola/Sysaworld
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