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FOREWORD

The majority of the world’s transboundary rivers, lakes and 
aquifers are shared between two or more riparian states. The 
status of transboundary water cooperation can vary greatly 
between shared watercourses and aquifers. The introduction 
of a reporting mechanism under the Convention on the 
Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and 
International Lakes (Water Convention) and the Sustainable 
Development Goals framework (specifically SDG indicator 6.5.2) therefore marks an important step in the 
support of transboundary water cooperation. The aim is to assist countries to improve cooperation with 
their neighbours on shared water resources. 

While the first reporting exercise in 2017/18 can be considered a great success, it also became evident 
that a guide to completing the reporting template would be useful for providing advice on the process 
of preparation of the national reports, filling out the different sections of the questionnaire, clarifying key 
terminologies, and giving specific guidance on completing the various questions. Ultimately, the aim of 
the Guide is to enhance the quality of national reports, which in turn will ensure that evidence-based 
reporting strengthens transboundary water cooperation across national, regional and global agendas. 

The development of this guide has been the result of a dedicated inter-governmental drafting group 
composed of about 40 States worldwide. The Guide is specifically designed for experts responsible for 
coordinating the reporting process and completing the reporting template on SDG indicator 6.5.2 and 
under the Water Convention. Users of the Guide should find it useful for identifying some good practices 
in the completion of the reporting template. 

Finland and Uganda both have a long experience of cooperation over shared water resources with their 
neighbours and reporting on that experience. It has therefore been a pleasure to co-chair the Drafting 
Group on the Guide to reporting. The fruitful discussions held during the drafting group meetings, and 
the end product will undoubtedly support all countries sharing water resources to review and enhance 
the status of their transboundary water cooperation. 

We therefore hope that the Guide will foster the implementation of the Water Convention and provide 
valuable contributions to the monitoring of SDG indicator 6.5.2. We encourage all countries sharing 
transboundary waters to use this Guide to enhance their reporting on transboundary water cooperation.

Seppo Rekolainen Callist Tindimugaya

Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, Finland

Co-chair of the Drafting Group of the Guide to 
reporting under the Water Convention and as a 
contribution to SDG indicator 6.5.2

Ministry of Water and Environment, Uganda

Co-chair of the Drafting Group of the Guide to 
reporting under the Water Convention and as a 
contribution to SDG indicator 6.5.2
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