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Foreword

Growing atmospheric methane concentrations are of major concern for climate change. Methane has
a global warming potential significantly higher than that of CO2, so reducing methane emissions should
be a top priority for all emitting sectors to achieve the Paris targets. There are several collaborative
initiatives focused on the topic.

Human activities are not the only source of methane emissions, but they are an important and growing
source. The energy industries have recognized that they are responsible for an important share of
these emissions in the production, transformation, and delivery of energy and they are taking steps to
remedy the problem for commercial, safety and environmental reasons. It is necessary to improve our
understanding of the scale of methane emissions, potential sources, and opportunities for reductions.
This initial analysis of best practices in the monitoring, reporting, and verification of methane emissions
from the upstream oil and gas industries is an important step in addressing an important contributor
to global warming.

The natural gas industry has an important contribution to make in reducing the carbon intensity of the
world’s energy system. The expected contributions are not only in home heating and power generation,
but also in transportation and enabling greater deployment of intermittent renewable energy sources.
If the challenge of methane is not addressed, however, then the sustainability credentials of the
industry will be questioned, and the opportunities presented by natural gas might be missed. For this
reason, accurate understanding of the scale of the problem and deployment of commensurate
mitigation strategies are imperative.

s

Olga Algayerova
Executive Secretary
United Nations Economic
Commission for Europe
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