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A1

UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE (UNECE)

The United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) is one of the five United Na-
tions regional commissions, administered by the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOCQC). It
was established in 1947 with the mandate to help rebuild post-war Europe, develop economic
activity and strengthen economic relations among European countries, and between Europe
and the rest of the world. During the Cold War, UNECE served as the unique forum for eco-
nomic dialogue and cooperation between East and West. Despite the complexity of this peri-
od, significant achievements were made, with consensus reached on numerous harmonization
and standardization agreements.

In the post-Cold War era, UNECE acquired not only many new member States, but also new
functions. Since the early 1990s the organization has focused on analyses of the transition
process, using its harmonization experience to facilitate the integration of Central and Eastern
European countries into the global markets.

UNECE is the forum where the countries of western, central and eastern Europe, central Asia
and North America - 56 countries in all - come together to forge the tools of their economic
cooperation. That cooperation concerns economics, statistics, environment, transport, trade,
sustainable energy, timber and habitat. The Commission offers a regional framework for the
elaboration and harmonization of conventions, norms and standards. The Commission’s ex-
perts provide technical assistance to the countries of South-East Europe and the Common-
wealth of Independent States. This assistance takes the form of advisory services, training
seminars and workshops where countries can share their experiences and best practices.
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A.2 TRANSPORT IN UNECE

The UNECE Sustainable Transport Division is the secretariat of the Inland Transport Com-
mittee (ITC) and the ECOSOC Committee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods
and on the Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals. The
ITC and its 17 working parties, as well as the ECOSOC Committee and its Sub-committees
are intergovernmental decision-making bodies that work to improve the daily lives of people
and businesses around the world in measurable ways and with concrete actions that enhance
traffic safety, environmental performance, energy efficiency and the competitiveness of the
transport sector.

The ECOSOC Committee was set up in 1953 by the Secretary-General at the request of the
Economic and Social Council to elaborate recommendations on the transport of dangerous
goods. Its mandate was extended to the global (multisectoral) harmonization of systems of
classification and labelling of chemicals in 1999. It is composed of experts from countries
which possess the relevant expertise and experience in the international trade and transport
of dangerous goods and chemicals. Its membership is restricted in order to reflect a proper
geographical balance between all regions of the world and to ensure adequate participation
of developing countries. Although the Committee is a subsidiary body of ECOSOC, the Secre-
tary-General decided in 1963 that the secretariat services would be provided by the UNECE
Transport Division.

The ITC is a unique intergovernmental forum that was set up in 1947 to support the recon-

struction of transport connections in post-war Europe. Over the years it has specialized
in facilitating the harmonized and sustainable development of inland modes of transport.
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