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NOTE 

Symbols of United Nations documents are composed of capital letters combined with figures. 
Mention of such a symbol indicates a reference to a United Nations document.  

All websites and web addresses referenced in this document were last accessed on 23 March 
2012. 

* 
 

*          * 
 

The present publication is the result of a series of meetings organized by the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) Working Group on Environmental Monitoring and 
Assessment.  

Vladislav Bizek, consultant to the ECE secretariat prepared the first drafts of two sets of 
guidelines contained in this publication. National experts from Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, 
Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Finland, Georgia, Italy, Hungary, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Montenegro, Norway, Poland, Republic of Moldova, the Russian Federation, 
Serbia, Switzerland, Tajikistan, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Turkey, 
Ukraine and Uzbekistan participated in the preparation of these guidelines, together with 
experts from the European Environment Agency, the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP), the United Nations Statistics Division, the World Health Organization 
(WHO) European Centre for Environment and Health (ECEH), and the Interstate Statistical 
Commission of the Commonwealth of Independent States, as well as representatives of 
environmental civil society associations and the scientific community. 

Mikhail Kokine, from the ECE secretariat, served both as content editor and overall project 
manager.  
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Preface 

Since 1991, the “Environment for Europe” process has provided the framework for the 
countries of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) to work together in 
achieving their commitment towards improving environmental protection and the promotion 
of sustainable development throughout the ECE region. 

At the Sixth “Environment for Europe” Ministerial Conference (Belgrade, 2007) ministers 
invited ECE to continue its efforts to make monitoring an effective instrument in 
environmental policymaking, particularly in the countries of Eastern Europe, the Caucasus, 
Central Asia and South-Eastern Europe. In doing so, ECE was invited to work in close 
cooperation with the European Environment Agency and other relevant partners. 

As a follow-up, the ECE Committee on Environmental Policy, through its Working Group on 
Environmental Monitoring and Assessment, undertook the preparation of guidelines for 
developing national strategies to use air and water quality monitoring as environmental policy 
tools. The Extended Bureau of the Committee on Environmental Policy approved the 
Guidelines for Developing National Strategies to Use Air Quality Monitoring as an 
Environmental Policy Tool for the countries of Eastern Europe, the Caucasus, Central Asia 
and South-Eastern Europe in March 2010. The Committee on Environmental Policy approved 
the Guidelines for Developing National Strategies to Use Water Quality Monitoring as an 
Environmental Policy Tool for the Countries of Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central 
Asia, as well as interested South-Eastern European countries in May 2010. 

The present publication contains the texts of both sets of guidelines. It is addressed to 
governmental officials and experts working for governmental bodies responsible for 
environmental policy, environmental monitoring and compliance monitoring. In a broader 
sense, the guidelines can also benefit those working in the private sector, the scientific 
community and civil society associations active in the environmental and health fields. I truly 
hope the guidelines will become a useful instrument for them.  
 
 
 

 
Sven Alkalaj 

Executive Secretary 
Economic Commission for Europe 
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