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figures.  Mention of such symbols indicates a reference to a United Nations document.   
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Chemical Abbreviations 
 

C – carbon 
CO – carbon monoxide 
CO2 – carbon dioxide 
CH4 – methane 
DDT -- dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane 
HCH – hexachlorohexane 
H2SO4 – sulphuric acid 
HCB – hexachlorobenzene 
HCHO – formaldehyde 
Hg – mercury 
Hg0 – elemental mercury 
HgII – oxidized, ionic mercury 
HgP – mercury bound to suspended particulate matter 
MeHg – methyl mercury 
NH3 – ammonia 
NO2 – nitrogen dioxide 
NO3 – nitrate 
NOx – nitrogen oxides 
NOy – total inorganic oxidized nitrogen 
N2O5  -- dinitrogen pentoxide 
Nr – total reactive nitrogen (including NOy and NHx) 
O3 – ozone 
PAH – polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbon 
PBDE – pentabromodiphenyl ether 
PCB – polychlorinated biphenyl  
PCDD/F – pentachlorodibenzodioxins and furans  
PFOA – perfluorooctanoic acid 
PFOS – perfluorooctane sulfonate 
SO2 – sulphur dioxide 
SO4 –sulphate 
SOx – anthropogenic sulphur oxides (combination of SO2 and SO4) 
nss-SO4 – non-seasalt sulphate 
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ABL – Atmospheric Boundary Layer  
AC&C – Atmospheric Chemistry and Climate (an initiative of the International Geosphere-
 Biosphere Program-World Climate Research Program)  
AeroCom – Aerosol Comparisons between Observations and Models (a global aerosol model 

intercomparison project) 
AIRS – Atmospheric Infrared Sounder 
AMDEs – Atmospheric Mercury Depletion Events 
AOT-40 – Accumulated Ozone exposure over a Threshold of 40 parts per billion 
asl – above sea level 
CALIPSO – Cloud-Aerosol Lidar and Infrared Pathfinder Satellite Observations 
CASTNet – Clean Air Status and Trends Network  
CLRTAP – Convention on Long Range Transboundary Air Pollution 
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