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FOREWORD

Knowledge and innovation are key factors for competitiveness and growth in the modern
economy. Therefore policies seeking to create an environment conducive to the generation
and diffusion of innovation are increasingly taking a central role in national and international
policy debates. These issues feature prominently in the Programme of Work of the UNECE
Subprogramme on Economic Cooperation and Integration. This Comparative Review was
compiled in accordance with the Programme of Work of the UNECE Committee on
Economic Cooperation and Integration (CECI) for 2007-2008 under the theme “Creating a
supportive environment for innovative development and knowledge-based competitiveness”
and the conclusions of the first meeting of the Team of Specialists on Innovation and
Competitiveness Policies (TOS-ICP) session held in Geneva on 8-9 March 2007.

This Comparative Review provides an overview of the experiences in UNECE member
countries in creating a conducive environment for the generation and diffusion of innovation
and for achieving higher economic growth based on enhanced, innovation-driven
competitiveness. It addresses various policy issues related to this topic, drawing from national
experiences, good practices and lessons learned. It also draws some conclusions on what
policymakers and other stakeholders can do more or better in order to facilitate the generation
and diffusion of innovation and enhance innovation-based competitiveness.

The UNECE region includes countries at very different levels of their innovative capability.
In accordance with the CECI mandate, the Comparative Review is mostly focused on the
catching-up UNECE economies. Nevertheless, it has a broader focus on transnational
learning, that is to say the transfer of good experiences and best practices across the whole
UNECE region. It thus aims to contribute to improved level of understanding of the process
of technology-based catching up and the policies facilitating this process. I hope that this
publication will be useful for all stakeholders and practitioners in the innovation process as
well as for policymakers in their efforts to promote knowledge-based development and higher
competitiveness in their countries.

Uollee—

Marek Belka
Executive Secretary
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe
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