UNECE

Practical Guide for the Development of
Agreements or Other Arrangements
for Transboundary Water Cooperation

UNITED NATIONS



UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE

Practical Guide for the Development of
Agreements or Other Arrangements for
Transboundary Water Cooperation

United Nations
Geneva, 2021



© 2021 United Nations
All rights reserved worldwide

Requests to reproduce excerpts or to photocopy should be addressed to the Copyright Clearance Center
at copyright.com.

All other queries on rights and licences, including subsidiary rights, should be addressed to: United Nations
Publications, 405 East 42nd Street, S-09FW001, New York, NY 10017, United States of America. Email:
permissions@un.org; website: https://shop.un.org.

The findings, interpretations, and conclusions expressed herein are those of the author(s) and do not
necessarily reflect the views of the United Nations or its officials or Member States.

Links contained in the present publication are provided for the convenience of the reader and are correct at
the time of issue. The United Nations takes no responsibility for the continued accuracy of that information
or for the content of any external website.

The designations employed and the presentation of the material do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal status of
any country, territory, city or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or
boundaries.

This publication is issued in English, Arabic, French, Russian and Spanish.
Photo credits: Depositphotos, Adobestock

United Nations publication issued by the United Nations Economic Commission for Furope.

Contact information

Water Convention secretariat

Email: water.convention@un.org

Website: http://www.unece.org/env/water

| ECE/MPWAT/68 |

UNITED NATIONS PUBLICATION
Sales No. E.21.11.LE.8
ISBN 978-92-1-117271-3
elSBN: 978-92-1-005835-3

Cover photos:

Top left - Confluence of the rivers Baker and Neff, flowing out of Lake Bertrand shared by Chile and
Argentina

Bottom left - Victoria Falls bridge at the border between Zambia and Zimbabwe

Right - Ili River valley near Almaty, Kazakhstan



Foreword n

FOREWORD

Waters that cross or mark sovereign borders unite more than they divide. There are many wonderful
examples from around the world showing how countries share these rivers, lakes and aquifers, and proving
the environmental, social, economic, political and cultural benefits that such cooperation generates.
Transboundary water cooperation is also critical to help mitigate and adapt to the impacts of climate
change and to advance sustainable development at the regional level.

Establishing cooperative arrangements for transboundary rivers, lakes and aquifers is an important means
for countries to sustain their cooperation, thereby preventing conflicts and promoting regional integration.
However, currently only 24 of the 153 countries sharing transboundary waters have all their waters covered
by such cooperative arrangements.

A significant increase in the number of such arrangements is urgently needed and would constitute an
important contribution to the global Decade of Action to deliver the SDGs by 2030, and to UN-Water's SDG
6 Global Acceleration Framework.

The development of transboundary water-cooperation arrangements is promoted by the successful
implementation of both global Water Conventions - the 1997 Convention on the Law of the Non-
navigational Uses of International Watercourses, and the 1992 Convention on the Protection and Use of
Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes (Water Convention).

Within this context, this Practical Guide, which represents a collective effort of many experts under the
Water Convention, is both timely and welcome. While political will is always the most important driver,
this guide will undoubtedly aid those countries that have taken the step to develop new arrangements on
their transboundary waters or revise existing ones. Through the Practical Guide, they will be able to build
upon the experience of many countries around the world that have realized the benefits of cooperative
arrangements. | therefore encourage policymakers and experts involved in transboundary water
cooperation to make use of this practical guide, and in turn contribute to the wider efforts to accelerate
progress on the SDGs.
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Olga Algayerova

United Nations Under-Secretary-General
Executive Secretary of the United Nations
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