
Halfway to 2030:
How many targets will be achieved

in the UNECE region?
Snapshot and insights in 2022



UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE 

 

 

Halfway to 2030: 
How Many Targets Will Be Achieved 

in the UNECE Region? 
 

Snapshot and insights in 2022 
 

 

 

 

 

 

United Nations 
Geneva, 2022 



 

© 2022 United Nations 

 

This work is available open access by complying with the Creative Commons license created for inter-
governmental organizations, available at http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/igo/ 

Publishers must remove the UN emblem from their edition and create a new cover design. 
Translations must bear the following disclaimer: “The present work is an unofficial translation for 
which the publisher accepts full responsibility.” Publishers should email the file of their edition to 
permissions@un.org. 

The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not imply the 
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning 
the legal status of any country, territory, city, or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the 
delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. 

Photocopies and reproductions of excerpts are allowed with proper credits. 

This publication is issued in English only. 

 

 
 

United Nations publication issued by the Economic Commission for Europe 
 

Photo credits: depositphotos.com; UNICEF/UN0425499/Karahoda; UNICEF/UN0425497/Karahoda; 
Unicef/Vladimir Zivojinovic;; Irene Strong on Unsplash; SDG Action Campaign/CC BY-ND 4.0/Neil 

Baynes 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

ECE/CES/STAT/2022/2 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/igo/
mailto:permissions@un.org
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/4.0/


iii 

Foreword 

In 2022, close to the mid-point of the time foreseen for enacting the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, we find ourselves in a world that is very different from when the Agenda was launched. 
The Covid-19 pandemic, while threatening health and economies and deepening existing inequalities, 
is unleashing forces of change. Against this backdrop, the commitment to the 2030 Agenda requires 
intensified efforts and policy solutions to steer these forces of change in such a way that they accelerate 
progress towards sustainable development. 

From the global perspective, Our Common Agenda – the United Nations Secretary-General’s vision to 
reinvigorate multilateralism – is designed to accelerate the implementation of existing agreements, 
including the Sustainable Development Goals. Acting in this spirit, UNECE organizes focused exchanges 
and peer learning at the regional level, which are necessary for national and global success with 
Sustainable Development Goals. The key action in this is the UNECE Regional Forum on Sustainable 
Development, which in 2022 takes place for the sixth time, highlighting the importance of the regional 
perspective in follow-up and review of progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals. 

To inform the debate, to know how fast we need to move, it is essential to have a good idea of how far 
the region is from meeting the 2030 targets. This year’s regional progress report on the Sustainable 
Development Goals, prepared by the UNECE Statistical Division, asks whether our region is on track to 
meet the Goals by 2030, anchoring the answers in the data available through the United Nations global 
database. 

Good data and reliable statistics are not only the basis of good technical analysis. They are the 
foundation for a shared understanding of the situation that enables a meaningful political and societal 
debate about future actions. In 2022 we bring this aspect to the forefront again in celebrating the 30th 
anniversary of the adoption of the Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics, which were born at 
UNECE and now guide statisticians around the globe in producing statistics that can be trusted. 

Beside assessing progress on the basis of available statistics, this report also takes a look into progress 
in gender equality – a contribution by UN Women – and presents stories and insights contributed by 
other agencies and United Nations country teams in the region. Those stories offer hope, but some also 
highlight the major obstacles brought about by the Covid-19 pandemic, whose impact is not yet fully 
reflected in the available statistical data. 

The publication is a tangible outcome of the successful cooperation in the Regional Coordination Group 
on Data and Statistics for Europe and Central Asia. 

The current new challenges remind us again of the strong need for regional and international 
cooperation and solidarity. Only through joint efforts can we find the required solutions and promote 
those that work well. 

Olga Algayerova 
UNECE Executive Secretary
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Introduction 

The regional dimension of implementing the 2030 Agenda 

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development recognizes the pivotal role of the regional dimension in 
implementation, follow-up and review. Actions at the regional level bridge the global and national levels, 
and provide the necessary focus for international exchanges of experience and peer learning. All five 
United Nations regional commissions annually organize regional forums for sustainable development. 
In the region of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), which comprises 56 
countries of Europe, North America and Central Asia, the Regional Forum on Sustainable Development 
will be held for the sixth time this year (Geneva, 6 and 7 April 2022), to share policy solutions, best 
practices and challenges in the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

UNECE disseminates knowledge and data on the SDGs through its designated platforms. The 
Knowledge Hub, Dashboard and Database with the latest data on global SDG indicators for UNECE 
countries were launched in 2020, with a Russian interface added last year. UNECE provides guidance to 
national statistical offices and has been regularly updating a Road Map1 to guide countries on how to 
set up and manage a system for providing statistics and indicators for SDGs. 

The 68th session of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (Geneva, 9 and 10 April 2019), 
the governing body of UNECE, requested the Secretariat “to publish a yearly report on the 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in the UNECE region to support the 
discussions at the sessions of the Regional Forum on Sustainable Development”. The UNECE Statistical 
Division has been leading the preparation of these reports since 2020,2 including the present third 
report, prepared to inform the debates at Regional Forum on Sustainable Development. 

Assessment and data 

The 2030 Agenda cannot be fulfilled without relevant and timely statistics to track progress. Data are 
needed for understanding the overall levels of progress, for designing and monitoring the results and 
impact of policy actions, as well as for identifying areas, groups or regions that risk being left behind.  

The report provides assessment of progress and stories on how regional and country-level actions relate 
to sustainable development outcomes. Technical notes on the progress assessment at the end of this 
report explain the methodology used. 

The assessment covers every goal and target for which there are data and for which it is possible to set 
a target value. The assessment looks at the trends at the regional level only. As shown in the 2020 report 
on the UNECE region2, variation among countries is significant in all areas and a trend in a country may 
differ from the general trend observed in the region.  

                                                                                 
1 UNECE (2022). Road Map on Statistics for Sustainable Development Goals – second edition. Geneva: United 
Nations. 
2 UNECE (2020). Towards achieving the Sustainable Development Goals in the UNECE region: a statistical portrait of 
progress and challenges. Geneva: United Nations. 
UNECE (2021). Is the UNECE region on track for 2030? Geneva: United Nations. 
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