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FOREWORD

THE SPIRIT OF HELSINKI CONTINUES TO INSPIRE

WATER COOPERATION

Olga Algayerova
United Nations Under-Secretary-General
Executive Secretary of the

In March 1992, governments gathered in Helsinki, Finland,
with a vision in mind: to manage shared waters in the pan-
European region collaboratively and sustainably. By the end
of the meeting, the Water Convention was born. It is both a
holistic legal framework and an intergovernmental platform on
how to better manage shared watercourses. Looking back, it
was a crucial moment. At the dawn of the twenty-first century,
the text adopted and signed in Helsinki remains more relevant
than ever and the spirit ignited in Helsinki continues to live on
as the Water Convention celebrates its 30th anniversary. Today,
the Water Convention is an effective framework for advancing
transboundary water cooperation at the global level.

This publication showcases the many success stories that are
owed to the Water Convention over the past three decades.
The impact of the agreement that was put on paper in Helsinki
continues to resonate around the world. Indeed, the Convention’s
ability to bring together riparian States to manage their common
water resources in a spirit of collaboration has attracted States
beyond the pan-European region, which led to the opening of
the Convention for accession to all UN Member States in 2016.
Chad, Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, Senegal and Togo were the first
countries to accede, joining the 41 Parties to the Convention in
Europe and Central Asia, with many other countries currently
undergoing the accession process.

These stories vibrantly illustrate how the Water Convention
has been successful in fostering cooperation among riparian
States at both political and technical levels, with many proven
results from these cooperative efforts: improved water quality,
better human health, the mitigation of impacts from floods and
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droughts, the prevention of conflicts, regional integration, and
the conservation and restoration of riverine ecosystems.

This publication not only showcases examples of cooperation; it
also reflects the spirit of collaboration with many people around
the globe contributing their success stories and agreeing to
be interviewed, shining a light on the power of the Water
Convention to positively change lives. Behind every success story
are important actors, both government and non-government
stakeholders, who are dedicated to sustainably managing shared
water resources through cooperation.

| invite you to explore these stories and to learn about the
many tools and agreements that have the potential to prevent
conflict, sustain peace and ensure a sustainable basis for human
life in harmony with nature. The 30th anniversary of the Water
Convention is also a stark reminder that many of the world’s
transboundary rivers, lakes and aquifers do not yet benefit
from an operational arrangement for transboundary water
cooperation. A significant increase in transboundary water
cooperation is urgently needed and would constitute a crucial
contribution to the global Decade of Action to deliver the
Sustainable Development Goals by 2030.

This publication is not only a rich collection of success stories, it
is also a source for guidance and inspiration, and a call to step
up our action for transboundary water cooperation. Water is a
powerful medium for international cooperation, so let us find
inspiration in the following stories to champion transboundary
water cooperation everywhere,
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