
The Water Convention:
30 Years of Impact and Achievements on the Ground 





The Water Convention:
30 Years of Impact and Achievements on the Ground 

UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE

Geneva, 2022



© 2022 United Nations
All rights reserved worldwide

Requests to reproduce excerpts or to photocopy should be addressed to the Copyright Clearance Center at: https://copyright.com. 

All other queries on rights and licenses, including subsidiary rights, should be addressed to: 
United Nations Publications

405 East 42nd Street
S-09FW001

New York, NY 10017
United States of America

Email: permissions@un.org
Website: https://shop.un.org 

The findings, interpretations, and conclusions expressed herein are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of 
the United Nations or its officials or Member States. 

Links contained in the present publication are provided for the convenience of the reader and are correct at the time of issue. The 
United Nations takes no responsibility for the continued accuracy of that information or for the content of any external website.

The designations employed and the presentation of the material do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the 
part of the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area, or of its authorities, or 
concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

All references to Kosovo in the present publication should be understood to be in the context of compliance with Security Council 
Resolution 1244 (1999).

This publication is issued in Arabic, English, French, Russian and Spanish. 

Photo credits: freepik.com (pages: cover page; 7; 8-9), unsplash.com (pages: VI-VII; 1; 7; 10-11; 18-19; 20-21; 22; 25; 30; 32-33; 34-35; 
36-37), depositphotos.com (pages: 13; 15; 16-17; 28-29; 35; 39), International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD) (pages: VIII-
1; 41)

United Nations publication issued by the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe.

Contact information
Water Convention secretariat
Email: water.convention@un.org
Website: http://www.unece.org/env/water

ECE/MP.WAT/69

UNITED NATIONS PUBLICATION
Sales No. E.22.II.E.22

ISBN: 978-92-1-117302-4
eISBN: 978-92-1-001864-7



FOREWORD 
THE SPIRIT OF HELSINKI CONTINUES TO INSPIRE 
WATER COOPERATION

In March 1992, governments gathered in Helsinki, Finland, 
with a vision in mind: to manage shared waters in the pan-
European region collaboratively and sustainably. By the end 
of the meeting, the Water Convention was born. It is both a 
holistic legal framework and an intergovernmental platform on 
how to better manage shared watercourses. Looking back, it 
was a crucial moment. At the dawn of the twenty-first century, 
the text adopted and signed in Helsinki remains more relevant 
than ever and the spirit ignited in Helsinki continues to live on 
as the Water Convention celebrates its 30th anniversary. Today, 
the Water Convention is an effective framework for advancing 
transboundary water cooperation at the global level.

This publication showcases the many success stories that are 
owed to the Water Convention over the past three decades. 
The impact of the agreement that was put on paper in Helsinki 
continues to resonate around the world. Indeed, the Convention’s 
ability to bring together riparian States to manage their common 
water resources in a spirit of collaboration has attracted States 
beyond the pan-European region, which led to the opening of 
the Convention for accession to all UN Member States in 2016. 
Chad, Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, Senegal and Togo were the first 
countries to accede, joining the 41 Parties to the Convention in 
Europe and Central Asia, with many other countries currently 
undergoing the accession process.

These stories vibrantly illustrate how the Water Convention 
has been successful in fostering cooperation among riparian 
States at both political and technical levels, with many proven 
results from these cooperative efforts: improved water quality, 
better human health, the mitigation of impacts from floods and 

droughts, the prevention of conflicts, regional integration, and 
the conservation and restoration of riverine ecosystems. 

This publication not only showcases examples of cooperation; it 
also reflects the spirit of collaboration with many people around 
the globe contributing their success stories and agreeing to 
be interviewed, shining a light on the power of the Water 
Convention to positively change lives. Behind every success story 
are important actors, both government and non-government 
stakeholders, who are dedicated to sustainably managing shared 
water resources through cooperation. 

I invite you to explore these stories and to learn about the 
many tools and agreements that have the potential to prevent 
conflict, sustain peace and ensure a sustainable basis for human 
life in harmony with nature. The 30th anniversary of the Water 
Convention is also a stark reminder that many of the world’s 
transboundary rivers, lakes and aquifers do not yet benefit 
from an operational arrangement for transboundary water 
cooperation. A significant increase in transboundary water 
cooperation is urgently needed and would constitute a crucial 
contribution to the global Decade of Action to deliver the 
Sustainable Development Goals by 2030.

This publication is not only a rich collection of success stories, it 
is also a source for guidance and inspiration, and a call to step 
up our action for transboundary water cooperation. Water is a 
powerful medium for international cooperation, so let us find 
inspiration in the following stories to champion transboundary 
water cooperation everywhere.

Olga Algayerova
United Nations Under-Secretary-General
Executive Secretary of the 
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe
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