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t Europe’s Environment: The Seventh Pan-European Environmental Assessment reports that progress 

has been achieved in environmental protection in certain areas, but significant shortcomings 
remain and pose a threat to the health of both people and the environment in the pan-European 
region. The assessment, which is both indicator based and thematic, has been prepared to inform 
deliberations by ministers at the Ninth Environment for Europe Ministerial Conference (Nicosia, 5–7 
October 2022) and focuses on the period since the previous assessment issued in 2016. It builds 
upon the Shared Environmental Information System in Europe and Central Asia.

The assessment addresses the two Conference themes – Greening the economy in the pan-European 
region: working towards sustainable infrastructure; and Applying principles of circular economy 
to sustainable tourism – as well as a series of straightforward environmental topics: atmospheric 
air; climate change; fresh water; coastal waters, marine ecosystems and seas; biodiversity and 
ecosystems; land and soil; chemicals and waste; and environmental financing. It also includes a 
discussion on environmental governance. It includes a summary for policymakers that sets out the 
key messages from and recommendations of the assessment.

The assessment is the result of a collaboration between the secretariat of the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), in 
cooperation with numerous partner organizations and individual experts. The ECE Working Group 
on Environmental Monitoring and Assessment was tasked with leading the process of consultation 
on the regular pan-European environmental assessment.
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