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The UNEP Year Year Book 2010 is the seventh annual report on our changing environment 
produced by the United Nations Environment Programme. In six chapters the Year Book 
presents recent science and environmental developments of interest to policy-makers. 

In 2009, efforts to advance international environmental governance focused on defining key 
objectives and functions for an improved UN architecture to address global environmental 
change. 

Ecosystems are being pushed beyond thresholds. Drivers of change that lead to biodiversity 
loss and changes in ecosystem services are growing in intensity. Dead zones in coastal areas 
have doubled in extent every decade since the 1960s. 

Much work remains to be done to reduce and mitigate the effects of harmful substances and 
hazardous waste on human health and the environment. Many unanswered questions remain 
about nanomaterials. 

The effects of increasing atmospheric greenhouse gas concentrations are better understood, 
as more indicators of climate change are being assessed. Direct observations and modelling 
indicate that the planet’s tropical belt is expanding. 

Sustainable natural resource management can reduce vulnerability to disasters and conflicts 
and support peacebuilding. Promising tools to reduce disaster conflict risks are being 
integrated into policy and institutional structures. 

Better managing material and energy flows will help meet challenges associated with 
environmental impacts and advance decoupling of economic growth and resource use.

The UNEP Year Book 2010 is essential, informative and authoritative reading 
for anyone with a role or an interest in our changing environment.
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UNEP Year Book 2010

The UNEP Year Book 2010 reports on new environmental science and 
recent developments in our changing environment. It looks at progress 
in environmental governance; the e�ects of the continuing degradation 
and loss of the world’s ecosystems; impacts of climate change; how 
harmful substances and hazardous waste a�ect human health and the 
environment; environmentally related disasters and con�icts; and 
unsustainable use of resources.

The purpose of the Year Book is to strengthen the science-policy 
interface by presenting new scienti�c insights of particular interest 
to policy-makers.
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“It is our duty individually and collectively to take
stock of the issues and developments of 2003 and
of the measures taken during the year to achieve a

more sustainable future for the environment.”
From the Preface by Klaus Töpfer, Executive Director, United Nations Environment Programme

The GEO Year Book 2003 is the first in an annual series associated with the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) flagship report, Global Environment

Outlook (GEO). Based upon a collaborative/comprehensive tracking and stocktaking
process established with partners, the GEO Year Book 2003 includes:

• An Overview of major global and regional environmental issues and developments 
that shaped policy decisions and actions during the course of the year

• A Feature Focus on Water and its critical role in realizing various
internationally-agreed development goals and targets,

including those contained in the UN Millennium
Declaration and in the Plan of Implementation agreed at

the World Summit 
on Sustainable Development 

• Emerging Challenges – New Findings presenting
scientific progress made in 2003 that may assist
society in recognizing and better understanding

emerging environmental issues and help decision
makers in designing adequate responses  

•  GEO Indicators highlighting some of the key
global and regional environmental issues and trends

that have been identified in GEO reports. The
selected set of trend indicators will provide a

consistent and harmonized oversight of major
environmental changes 

on an annual basis

Keeping abreast of environmental issues as they unfold,
UNEP has encapsulated the most significant of these recent

developments in this readable and reliable volume – to inform, guide
and stimulate further action for the health of our environment

United Nations Environment Programme
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Preface

The challenge of delivering the Copenhagen 
Accord is also fuelling the governance debate, 
with some world leaders calling for immediate 
and far-reaching action with respect to relevant 
UN institutions.

Where there was certainly light rather than 
heat was in regard to Reduced Emissions from 
Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD). 
Well-supported and speedily implemented, 
REDD will make an important contribution not 
only to combating climate change but also to 
overcoming poverty and to a successful UN 
International Year of Biodiversity.

The Year Book estimates that investing 
US$22-29 billion into REDD could cut global 
deforestation by 25 per cent by 2015. It also 
highlights a new and promising REDD project 
in Brazil, at the Juma Sustainable Development 
Reserve in Amazonas. 

Here each family receives US$28 a month 
if the forest remains uncut, one potential way 
of tipping the economic balance in favour of 
conservation versus continued deforestation. 

Only time will tell whether the overall package 
contained in the Copenhagen Accord—including 
the pledges and intentions on emissions and 
funding for developing countries—will genuinely 
move the world forward in the direction of a low 
carbon, resource efficient, Green Economy.

It is clear that an increasing number of 
countries are pressing forward on this front, 
and for reasons above and beyond just climate 
change. 2010 will be a litmus test on whether 
this can be accelerated nationally but also 
globally. The UN Climate Change Conference in 
Mexico may well be a defining moment in this 
respect.

International environmental governance 
is likely to be a key topic on the political 
agenda in 2010, with an increasing number of 
governments interested in engaging on reform 
and others calling directly for it.

Governance will be a key focus of this year’s 
UNEP Governing Council/Global Ministerial 
Environment Forum in Bali, providing an 
opportunity for reflection but also for focus as 
the world looks towards Rio+20 in 2012.

The UNEP Year Book 2010 underlines the 
way in which the international environmental 
architecture and machinery continues 
to expand, but perhaps in ways that are 
duplicating efforts to address environmental 
challenges and leading to more rather than less 
fragmentation.

The Year Book points out that, over the 
period from 1998 to 2009, 218 new multilateral 
environmental agreements, protocols, and 
amendments have emerged, in addition to 
existing ones.

The three chemicals and waste conventions—
Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm—are, 
however, spotlighting part of a possible new 
approach aimed at streamlining and focusing 
efforts towards a Green Economy. In Bali 
the Conferences of the Parties to the three 
conventions will take part in a simultaneous 
extraordinary conference, having agreed in early 
2009 to consolidate their common functions 
and enhance cooperation and coordination at 
the administrative and programmatic levels.

The events and the outcome of the UN 
Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen 
have generated thousands of column inches 
and stimulated debate in the media and beyond. 

Achim Steiner
United Nations Under-Secretary-General and

Executive Director,
United Nations Environment Programme
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