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This report was prepared in response to a decision by the Council of Arab Ministers Responsible 
for the Environment, in its 17th session, held at the headquarters of the General Secretariat of the 
league of Arab States, in Cairo, Egypt, in December 2005. The Council invite the United Nations 
Environment Programme to prepare an environment outlook report for the Arab region, in coopera-
tion with specialized Arab organizations and GEO collaborating centres in the Arab region.

The EOAR report was produced through a participatory process in which experts and scientists 
from national, regional, international, and civil society institutions; and the private sector; as well as 
independent experts, and academics collaborated in its development and review. The EOAR process 
has followed the model of the global Environmental Outlook (GEO) reports, which began in 1995 
with a global environmental assessment processes that is participatory, incorporates regional views 
and perceptions, and builds consensus on priority issues and actions through dialogue among policy-
makers and scientists at regional and global levels; resulting in outputs that provide guidance for 
decision-making processes such as the formulation of environmental policies, action planning, and 
resource allocation.

In five sections consisting of twelve chapters, the EOAR report reviews the different facets of 
integrated environmental assessment, by analyzing the causes and drivers of environmental change, 
environmental pressures and changes and their effect on human beings and ecosystems, and the 
policies and responses to environmental issues, as well as exploring the future of environment and 
development according to four plausible scenarios. Finally, the report also presents the policy 
options and alternatives that can provide the basis for decision-making in the Arab region.

Environment Outlook for the Arab Region

The Environment Outlook for the Arab Region (EOAR) 
report is the first official, comprehensive, and integrated 
assessment of the state of environment in the Arab 
region.

The report is a credible scientific assessment that 
provides a base for policy formulation in the region. It 
explores the future of human-environment interaction; 
hence, the main theme of the report: “Environment for 
Development and Human Well-being”.
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