
Climate and Trade
Policies in a 
Post-2012 World



Copyright  ©  United Nations Environment Programme, 2009

Photo credit:
Front cover:
An Oil tanker sits at anchor off the Fos-Lavera oil hub in Fos sur mer, France
Keystone/EPA/Guillaume Horcajuelo

This publication may be reproduced in whole or in part and in any form for 
educational or non-profit purposes without special permission from the copyright 
holder, provided acknowledgement of the source is made. UNEP would appreciate 
receiving a copy of any publication that uses this publication as a source.

No use of this publication may be made for resale or for any other commercial 
purpose whatsoever without prior permission in writing from UNEP.

Disclaimer
The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication 
do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of 
the United Nations Environment Programme concerning the legal 
status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, 
or concerning delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.  
Moreover, the views expressed do not necessarily 
represent the decision or the stated policy of the 
United Nations Environment Programme, nor does 
citing of trade names or commercial processes 
constitute endorsement.

Layout and printing by:
100 Watt, St-Martin-Bellevue, France
Tel. +33 (0)4 50 57 42 17

UNEP 
promotes environ-

mentally sound practices 
globally and in its own activities. 

This publication is printed on 100% 
recycled paper, using vegetable -based 
inks and other eco-friendly practices. 
Our distribution policy aims to reduce 

UNEP’s carbon footprint.



Climate and Trade
Policies in a 
Post-2012 World





United Nations Environment Programme

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is the overall coordinating environmental 
organization of the United Nations system.  Its mission is to provide leadership and encourage 
partnerships in caring for the environment by inspiring, informing and enabling nations 
and people to improve their quality of life without compromising that of future generations.
In accordance with its mandate, UNEP works to observe, monitor and assess the state of 
the global environment, improve the scientific understanding of how environmental change 
occurs, and in turn, how such change can be managed by action-oriented national policies 
and international agreements. UNEP’s capacity building work thus centers on helping 
countries strengthen environmental management in diverse areas that include freshwater and 
land resource management, the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, marine and 
coastal ecosystem management, and cleaner industrial production and eco-efficiency, among 
many others. 

UNEP, which is headquartered in Nairobi, Kenya, marked its first 35 years of service in 2007.  
During this time, in partnership with a global array of collaborating organizations, UNEP has 
achieved major advances in the development of international environmental policy and law, 
environmental monitoring and assessment, and the understanding of the science of global 
change. This work also supports the successful development and implementation of the 
world’s major environmental conventions. In parallel, UNEP administers several multilateral 
environmental agreements (MEAs) including the Vienna Convention’s Montreal Protocol on 
Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer, the Convention on International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), the Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary 
Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal (SBC), the Convention on Prior Informed 
Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade 
(Rotterdam Convention, PIC) and the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety to the Convention on 
Biological Diversity as well as the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants 
(POPs).

Division of Technology, Industry and Economics

The mission of the Division of Technology, Industry and Economics (DTIE) is to encourage 
decision makers in government, local authorities and industry to develop and adopt policies, 
strategies and practices that are cleaner and safer, make efficient use of natural resources, 
ensure environmentally sound management of chemicals, and reduce pollution and risks for 
humans and the environment.  In addition, it seeks to enable implementation of conventions and 
international agreements and encourage the internalization of environmental costs.  UNEP DTIE’s 
strategy in carrying out these objectives is to influence decision-making through partnerships 
with other international organizations, governmental authorities, business and industry, and 
non-governmental organizations; facilitate knowledge management through networks; support 
implementation of conventions; and work closely with UNEP regional offices. The Division, with 
its Director and Division Office in Paris, consists of one centre and five branches located in Paris, 
Geneva and Osaka. 
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Economics and Trade Branch

The Economics and Trade Branch (ETB) is one of the five branches of DTIE. ETB seeks to support 
a transition to a green economy by enhancing the capacity of governments, businesses and civil 
society to integrate environmental considerations in economic, trade, and financial policies and 
practices. In so doing, ETB focuses its activities on:

1.	 Stimulating investment in green economic sectors;

2.	 Promoting integrated policy assessment and design;

3.	 Strengthening environmental management through subsidy reform;

4.	 Promoting mutually supportive trade and environment policies; and

5.	 Enhancing the role of the financial sector in sustainable development.

Over the last decade, ETB has been a leader in the area of economic and trade policy assessment 
through its projects and activities focused on building national capacities to undertake integrated 
assessments – a process for analyzing the economic, environmental and social effects of 
current and future policies, examining the linkages between these effects, and formulating 
policy response packages and measures aimed at promoting sustainable development. This 
work has provided countries with the necessary information and analysis to limit and mitigate 
negative consequences from economic and trade policies and to enhance positive effects. The 
assessment techniques and tools developed over the years are now being applied to assist 
countries in transitioning towards a green economy.

For more information on the general programme of the Economics and Trade Branch, please 
contact:

Hussein Abaza
Chief, Economics and Trade Branch (ETB)
Division of Technology, Industry and Economics (DTIE)
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
11-13 Chemin des Anemones
CH-1219 Chatelaine/Geneva 
Switzerland
Tel: + 41 22 9178179
Fax: + 41 22 9178076
http://www.unep.ch/etb
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The ADAM Project (“Adaptation and Mitigation Strategies: Supporting European Climate 

Policy”) lasted from 2006 through 2009 and was funded as an ‘integrated project’ by a grant 

from the European Commission under its sixth framework research programme. ADAM has 

been supporting EU policy development for a post-2012 international climate regime and has 

informed the emergence of new European adaptation and mitigation strategies. In total, more 

than one hundred researchers from twenty-six institutes in Europe, India and China were part of 

the ADAM Project. 

Within the ADAM Project, the work package on “Post-2012 Options in Global Climate 

Governance” examined different scenarios for the overarching architecture of global climate 

governance beyond 2012; the emerging role of privatized and market-based governance 

mechanisms for climate change mitigation and adaptation; and policy options for the 

adaptation of regions, countries and international institutions to the impacts of climate 

change.

For more information, please contact:

Harro van Asselt

Researcher

Department of Environmental Policy Analysis

Institute for Environmental Studies, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam

De Boelelaan 1085

1081 HV Amsterdam

The Netherlands

Tel: + 31 20 5989575

Fax: + 31 20 5989553

Email: harro.van.asselt@ivm.vu.nl

http://www.vu.nl/ivm

or

Fariborz Zelli

Research Fellow

Deutsches Institut für Entwicklungspolitik/German Development Institute

Tulpenfeld 6

53113 Bonn

Germany

Tel: + 49 228 94927 152

Fax: + 49 228 94927 130

Email: fariborz.zelli@die-gdi.de

http://www.die-gdi.de
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