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 Ocean under stress  

 Economical  importance  

 Social and cultural values acknowleged  

 Modern technology to exploit marine resources – but also  
to protect  

 Knowledge and capacity increase how to use and extract 
marine resouces  

 Incrased political relevance  

 

Focus on Ocean – Why  



Patchwork of instruments 

A Transforamtive Leadership for 
ocean 
- Where is the UN Environment’s 
role in the global landscape  
- Support Member States  
- Promote champions  



Ocean Governance -  Regional Focus  

- UN Environment coordinate 18 Regional Ocean Governance 
mechanisms (7 hosted by UN Environment) 

- Strengthened 
- Increase visibility and awareness  
- Exchange of experience and knowledge 
- Resource mobilization  
- Facilitating partnership with scienfitc institutions and private sector 

 
- Coordination between Regional Seas, UN bodies, Regional Fisheries 

Bodies, Large Marine Ecosystems  
 

- Implementing mechanism for SDGs ocean related targets and 
indicators  
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The boundaries do not correspond to the actual  
geographical coverage of the conventions and action plans 

 

18 Regional Seas Conventions and Action Plans 



UNEP Regional Seas Programme 
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The UNEP Regional Seas Programme (18 Regional Seas programmes) 

7 Regional Seas administered by UNEP 11 Non-UNEP administered Regional Seas 
Abidjan Convention (Western Africa Region) 

Barcelona Convention (Mediterranean)  

Cartagena Convention (Caribbean) 

East Asian Seas Action Plan (East Asian Seas) 

Nairobi Convention (East Africa Region) 

Northwest Pacific Action Plan (Northwest Pacific) 

Teheran Convention (Caspian Sea) 

 

 

 

  

Antigua Convention (North East Pacific) 

Bucharest Convention (Black Sea) 

Helsinki Convention (Baltic Sea) 

Jeddah Convention (Red Sea) 

Kuwait Convention (ROPME Sea Area) 

CPPS and Lima Convention (South East Pacific) 

SPREP and Noumea Convention (Pacific region) 

OSPAR Convention (Northeast Atlantic) 

Protection of the Arctic Marine Environment (Arctic) 

South Asian Seas Action Plan (South Asian Seas) 

CAMLR Convention (Antarctic) 

  

  



• Land based Pollutions  Source to Sea – stop pollution by its 
source  

• Potential to an innovative mechansim for collaboration with 
private sector and other stakeholders   

• The linkages to coral reefs, food security, acidificaton etc 

• Campaigns on marine litter 

 

 

Enhanced Ocean Partnership 
 - The Global Programme of Action for the Protection 

of the Marine Environment from Land-based  
Activities (GPA) 



 Ocean Literacy  

 Awarenss raising  

 Accessible  

 Knowledge about ocean 
health and status is crucial 
for both conservation and 
usage  

 Value of the marine 
resources – nature based 
economics   

 Marine Litter Campaign  

Communication  
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