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ADB Asian Development Bank

AISDW Access to improved source of drinking water

AISF Access to improved sanitation facility

AIT Asian Institute of Technology

AQUASTAT FAO Information System on Water and
Agriculture

CIA Central Intelligence Agency

CV Coefficient of variation

DP Development pressures

DPSIR Driver, pressure, state, impact and response

EH Ecological health

FAO Food and Agriculture Organization

GBM Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna

GDP Gross Domestic Product

HDI Human Development Index

HDR Human Development Report

IWRM Integrated water resources management

MC Management challenges

MDG Millennium Development Goals

ODA Official Development Assistance

PPP Purchasing power parity

RS Resource stresses

SAARC South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation

TDS Total dissolved solids

UN United Nations

UNDP United Nations Development Programme

UNEP United Nations Environment Programme

VI Vulnerability Index

WB World Bank

WR Water resources

WWDRII World Water Development Report II

Abbreviations and Symbols

BCM Billion cubic metres

ha Hectare

km2 Square kilometres

kWh Kilowatt hours

MCM Million cubic metres

mg/L Milligram. litre-1

mm Millimetres

MW Megawatts

m3 Cubic metres

Sq.km. Square kilometres
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2. Tilicho Lake, Nepal, Annapurna Region
Source: commons.wikimedia.org/Kogo

3. Ganges-the holy river
Source: www.stockvault.net/konark ashara
4. A fisherman fishing from his boat, Bangladesh
Source: www.sxc.hu/Kashfia Rahman

5. Poverty in Pakistan
Source: www.sxc.hu/Zeeshan Chaudhry
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1. Mumtaz Bi, 80, cries as she shifts her house in Harsud,
expected to be submerged by waters from a dam being
built across the Narmada Valley in central India.
Source: www.stockvault.net/Prakash Hatvalne
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