South Asia supporis a quarter of the world population with one twentieth of the world's
annual renewable water resources. Disparities in water availability and use are made
worse by widespread poverty: ene in three South Asians lives on less than one US Dollar a
day. These 500 million people, or hall of the world's poor, eke out a living on the region's
land and water resources. Region's major river basins are already under considerable
pressure from human nambers and economic activities. The big challenge is to manage
water resources for maximum benefits - including providing safe drinking water and
adequate sanitation, growing lood, and producing electricity - while minimizing the risks
of floods and water shortages, water logging, water pollution, and ecosystem
degradation. As human numbers rise, and the volume of water per person goes down,
tensions over water allocation among use sectors and between human and nature would
increase. This is especially critical for several key South Asian rivers that cross political
borders. Climate change is set to make South Asian water challenges even more
complicated. The results can be devastating to the people and nations of South Asia
especially the poor already living on the edge of survival.
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