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Abdelraouf, Mohamed 

 

Sustainability Program Research Manager at the Gulf Research 

Center 

 

Dr. Mohammed Abdelraouf is the Sustainability Research 

Program manager at the Gulf Research Center. He holds a Ph D 

in environmental Economics from Ain Shams University, Cairo 

Egypt and done advanced training program in Environmental 

Economics and Accounting at university of Augsburg, Germany. 

He is a part lecturer of Environmental Economics and 

Accounting at various universities in the MENA region.  

Dr. Raouf was the lead author for UNEP GEO-5 and 6 Reports, West Asia chapter on 

Environmental Governance section. Dr. Raouf writes articles and commentaries in 

Arabic, English and French in various media outlets in MENA region and globally. He 

has a column in Gulf News (UAE) and Arab News (KSA). He published various policy 

papers on different environmental issues in MENA Region and authored four books. His 

recent book, co-authored with Dr. Mari Loumi, titled “the Green Economy in the Gulf” 

published by Rutledge in 2015. 

Email: mhdraouf@yahoo.com  
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Alvarez, Isis 

 

Global Forest Coalition  

 

Isis Alvarez is a qualified biologist, but is also a dedicated 

campaigner with good insight into a large range of issues 

related to the impacts of forest exploitation on women and 

communities. She has worked for Global Forest Coalition 

for more than 5 years. 

Email:  isis.alvarez@globalforestcoalition.org 

 

 

Anukur, Luther 

 

Regional Director for Eastern and Southern Africa, IUCN 

  

Luther Bois Anukur is the Regional Director for Eastern and 

Southern Africa for the International Union for the 

Conservation of Nature (IUCN). Prior to joining IUCN, he 

served in several development organizations as Deputy 

Regional Director, Eastern and Southern Africa with Plan 

International; Regional Director for Panos Eastern Africa; 

Country Director World Vision International & Programme 

Director with Child Fund International. Luther’s has extensive 

experience in Programme development and management, 

operational research and applied policy work on governance, organizational 

development, institutional capacity building, public policy formulation and advocacy 

across a range of sectors engaging widely with diverse groups of practioners and policy 

makers.  

He is a winner of the British Council Professional Service Award 2006. He is also a 

Senior Fellow with Synergos, which brings together distinguished international civil 

society and business leaders committed to address the underlying causes of poverty and 

inequality by promoting and supporting collaborations among business, government, civil 

society and marginalized communities. 

Email: Luther.Anukur@iucn.org  
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Arikan, Yunus 

 

Head of Global Policy and Advocacy, ICLEI 

 

Yunus was born in Ankara, Turkey in 1972 and 

graduated from TED Ankara College in 1990 and 

Middle East Technical University in 1994. As an 

environmental engineer, he has been primarily been 

involved in waste management and cleaner production. 

Between 2002-2008, he took an active role in the 

promotion of progressive climate change policies in 

Turkey and Central and Eastern Europe, specifically in Turkey´s involvement in the 

international climate process and access to the Kyoto Protocol in 2009. From 2009-2012, 

he acted as the Manager of the Cities Climate Center of ICLEI Local Governments for 

Sustainability, based in Bonn, Germany, as the focal point for Local Government and 

Municipality Constituency Authorities to the UNFCCC, Secretariat Director of the World 

Mayors Council on Climate Change and Manager of Bonn Center for Local Climate 

action and Reporting – carbon. Since 2013 he has been the Head of Global Policy and 

Advocacy at ICLEI and has been actively involved in leading ICLEI´s work at the United 

Nations, with intergovernmental agencies and at Multilevel Environmental Agreements.  

Email: yunus.arikan@iclei.org  

 

Banisar, David 

 

 

Senior Legal Council, Article 19 

 

David Banisar is Senior Legal Counsel at ARTICLE 19 and 

leads the organisation’s work on transparency and information 

rights, including the right to information, environmental 

protection and sustainable development. He has worked in the 

field of information policy for over 20 years and has authored 

numerous books, studies and articles on freedom of 

information, freedom of expression, media policy, 

whistleblowing, communications security and privacy and data protection.  He is vice 

chair of the UNCAC Civil Society Coalition and chair on the BOND Transparency 

group.  David was previously Deputy Director of Privacy International and has also been 

a research fellow at the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University, a visiting 

fellow at Stanford’s Center for Internet and Society and the University of Leeds, and 

Policy Director of the Electronic Privacy Information Center in Washington, DC. He has 
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also served as an advisor and consultant to numerous organisations, including the Council 

of Europe, the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe, the UN 

Development Programme, and the Open Society Institute. He has a Juris Doctor in law 

and public policy from The Columbus School of Law, The Catholic University of 

America in Washington, DC. He tweets at @a19right2info 

 

Email: banisar@article19.org  

 

Bashir Tarar, Raza 

 

 

CPR Vice Chair, High Commissioner and Permanent 

Representative of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan 

 

H.E. Raza Bashir Tarar joined the Foreign Service of Pakistan in 

1987.  He has held various diplomatic assignments in Pakistan 

Missions abroad: 

Manila (1992-1994), Brussels (1999-2002), Tokyo (2003-2004) 

and New York (UN) (2008-2013). He also served as Pakistan 

Deputy Permanent Representative to the United Nations and Deputy Representative to 

the UN Security Council. He has represented Pakistan international conferences and has 

also led Pakistan delegation to different events. He held different assignments in 

Islamabad as Section Officer (1989-1991 & 1995 to 1999), Director (2005-2008) and 

Director General (2013-2015). 

Presently he is serving as High Commissioner of Pakistan to the Republic of Kenya with 

concurrent accreditation to Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi and Eritrea. He is also Pakistan’s 

Permanent Representative to the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and 

United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT). 

Email: pahicnairobi@gmail.com, info@pakhc.or.ke 

 

Brown, Susan 

 

 

Director Global and Regional Policy, WWF International  

 

Susan Brown is the Director, Global and Regional Policy, 

WWF International. In this role she is responsible for leading 

and facilitating research, policy and advocacy across a broad 

range of issues and multilateral dialogues. The WWF Network 

has presence in about a 100 countries, has 6,400 staff and a 
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budget of around 600m euro per year. During her time at WWF, Susan led delegations in 

the positioning and content for policy dialogues such as MDGS, SDGs, CBD, UNGA 

processes, Rio+20, APEC, ASEAN, G20, OECD and other high level panels, summits 

and events. She created the Hot House research and advocacy unit and developed 

measures to increase coherence on WWF policy engagement across countries, regions 

and programmes in the areas of economics, security and strategic issues, development, 

biodiversity, social issues, trade and health. Previously, Susan spent 5 years as a 

journalist -publishing environment, political, governance, economic, Indigenous and legal 

articles in the form of news, feature, opinion and analysis pieces in most of  Australia's 

major broadsheet newspapers and a number of legal, business and other journals. 

Email: sbrown@wwfint.org  

 

Coopman, Anna  

 

Project Manager at Stakeholder Forum  

 

Anna Coopman acts as a Project Manager on a variety of 

programs for the Stakeholder Forum (SF), having previously 

worked as an intern there. She led the research, writing and 

creation of a new methodology for SF’s recent report, ‘Seeing the 

Whole: Implementing the SDGs in an Integrated and Coherent 

Way’. This project led to the production of her recent report on 

this year’s Global Thematic Report topic, ‘Healthy People, 

Healthy Planet’, which analyses the links between health and environment-related SDG 

targets.  

Prior to SF, Anna accumulated work experience at the OECD, UNESCO and French 

government employment department and has volunteered with Friends of the Earth 

Legal, the Legal Response Initiative and Progressio ICS in Nicaragua. Anna studied 

French and Spanish at Cambridge University before undertaking the Graduate Diploma 

in Law at the University of Law in London.  

Email:acoopman@stakeholderforum.org 
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Daguitan, Florence  

 

 

Program Coordinator of the Biodiversity and Indigenous 

Peoples Program, Tebtebba (Indigenous Peoples International 

Center for Policy, Research and Education) 

 

Florence Mayocyoc-Daguitan was born in Sagada, Mountain 

Province, Philippines graduated in B.Sc. Agriculture with a 

Major in Agricultural Economics. Florence has more than 20 

years of training and experience in traditional farming and 

forestry to increase land productivity with traditional knowledge holders of various tribes 

in the Aigorotan [Cordillera Administrative Region].  Since October 2014, she has been 

the Program Coordinator of the Biodiversity and Indigenous Peoples Program, Tebtebba  

(Indigenous Peoples International Center for Policy, Research and Education).  

For more than 25 years, she served the indigenous grassroots organizations in the 

Cordillera Region in various capacities; namely  as an agriculturist promoting sustainable 

agriculture,  landscape planning with communities,  innovations on Traditional 

Knowledge,  and doing international advocacy work in the CBD context.  She is also the 

Lead Researcher and Author of various papers including ‘Caring for our Source of 

Sustenance: The Kalanguya Indigenous Territory Management, Published by Tebtebba, 

2010. Florence is one of the UNEP Indigenous Peoples major group representatives. 

Email: flor@tebtebba.org 

 

 

Dano, Neth 

 

Asia Director, ETF Group, 

 

Neth Daño is a Researcher who has extensive experience in 

development and policy work on issues in agriculture, 

agricultural biodiversity, biosafety, climate change and 

environmental governance in Southeast Asia. She earned her 

Bachelors’ degree in Development Studies (cum laude) from 

the University of the Philippines, dabbled briefly with Law, 

but ended up completing her Master’s degree in Community 

Development. Neth lives with her daughter Isabel in beautiful Davao City in Mindanao - 

the most exciting part of the Philippines. When given the luxury of time, she loves to 

read, putter around the house, and do her crochet and sewing projects. When there is 

mailto:flor@tebtebba.org
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much more time for leisure, she tries out scuba diving, wall climbing, and exploring new 

places with family and friends. When given the choice, she just wants to sleep. 

Email: neth@etcgroup.org 

 

Demasieux, Fanny 

 

Environment and Health Coordinator, UNEP 

 

Fanny Demassieux is Environment and Health Coordinator 

at the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 

since September 2015, based at its Division of Technology, 

Industry and Economics in Paris. She returned to UNEP 

after spending a year and a half as Chief of Staff of the 

French Minister of Justice. In her previous career at UNEP, 

she developed and led the Responsible Consumption unit in 

the Sustainable Consumption and Production branch. She 

also performed the functions of coordinator of the Resource efficiency subprogramme 

which is one of UNEP’s 7 priority work areas 

Before joining UNEP, she worked for the French Development Agency (AFD), the 

bilateral French donor institution, in charge of partnerships, regional cooperation and 

European affairs within the French overseas territories directorate. She started her career 

as advisor, deputy chef de cabinet for the French State Secretary for overseas territories. 

Email: Fanny.Demassieux@unep.org 

 

Denton, Peter 

 

United Church of Canada, UNEP Regional Representative 

North America 

 

Dr. Peter Denton holds a Ph.D. in Religion and Social 

Sciences from McMaster University, along with four other 

earned degrees. He has taught in post-secondary institutions 

in Canada for nearly 30 years across a wide range of 

disciplines. He is currently the Adjunct Associate Professor 

of History at the Royal Military College of Canada and 

lecturer in History at the University of Winnipeg and in 

Philosophy at the University of Manitoba. Dr. Denton is the author or editor of six books, 

including Gift Ecology: Reimagining a Sustainable World (2012), Technology and 

Sustainability (2014) and Live Close to Home (Fall 2016).  He is a Major Groups and 

Stakeholders Regional Representative for North America to UNEP, in which role he has 
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acted since 2013, and is involved in both GEO 6 and the 10YFP Programme.  He is also 

an ordained minister of the United Church of Canada. 

Email: phdenton@shaw.ca 

 

Donovan, James 

 

 

CEO, ADEC Innovation 

 

Mr. James Donovan is an entrepreneur focused on impact 

investing that generates measurable social and 

environmental impact alongside financial return. He has 

invested in the areas of sustainability, healthcare, education, 

technology and data management. He leads ADEC 

Innovations, a corporate group that redefines and delivers 

innovative Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) 

solutions. Integrating Big Data expertise into ESG solutions, his companies have 

developed some of the most advanced applications that promote ethical and sustainable 

practices in the corporate world. For his lifetime dedication to redefining and delivering 

ESG solutions, Mr. Donovan received the United Nations Office for South-South 

Cooperation Visionary Award in 2014. He was also assigned to be the team lead for the 

United Nations Environment Programme’s Global Environment Outlook 6 Data Fabric 

Task Force, which aims to design and develop the Big Data processes and framework 

that could be expanded to cover all of the United Nations’ Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs). Concurrently, Mr. Donovan chairs the Global Online Association for 

Learning (GOAL), a non-profit organization dedicated to the promotion and 

improvement of learning, as well as the Global CEO Alliance, a partnership of like-

minded leaders of businesses worldwide with innovative solutions for advancing the 

SDGs. He recently founded ADEC Innovations Foundation, his organization’s non-profit 

social impact arm, to support this goal. 

Email: anthony.catajan@adec-group.com, jdonovan@adec-innovations.com 
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