




The underlying challenge addressed in this Guide is how to deal with environmental 
matters at times of mass human displacement. This Guide, which is arranged in five main 
sections, distils best practices from a range of humanitarian operations and referenced 
sources. Direct reference, however, is given to the situation in Liberia through a series of 
Case Studies. In addition to having hosted close to 500 000 internally displaced persons 
for almost 15 years, Liberia is now faced with the new challenge of resettling and 
reintegrating nearly 800 000 people. The issue of conflict-induced human displacement 
and its impact on the environment is discussed in the Introduction  to this Guide.

Issues and impacts relating to the Environment and the Camp Management Cycle are
examined in Section 2, from the initial identification of a potential site for a camp (2.2), 
through its planning (2.3), establishment (2.4) and management (2.5), to eventual closure 
(2.6) and rehabilitation of the environment (2.7). Although written with a focus on the entire 
camp management process, many of the lessons learned are equally applicable to 
resettlement and reintegration. 

Section 3 (Environmental Concerns in the Resettlement and Reintegration Process)
looks in more detail at some of the main environmental issues in relation to the return 
process. This is aimed mainly at decision-makers, since it is they who have the authority 
to ensure that environmental considerations are adequately taken into account at such 
times.

Given the many links between the different stages and activities of an operation and the 
physical environment, particular attention is given in Section 4 (Environmental
Considerations Relating to other Sectors) to some of the main options for dealing with 
issues such as domestic energy (4.1), water and sanitation (4.2), construction (4.3) and 
agriculture (4.4). This section illustrates that the “environment” is not only about planting 
trees and promoting fuel-efficient stoves, but encompasses a whole range of inter-related
issues which are essential to build and re-establish people's livelihoods and their security,
for example income-generating activities (4.7). 

To help field practitioners, in particular, apply some of the principles and best practices 
described above, some additional guidance is provided in Section 5 (Tools and 
Approaches for Improved Environmental Planning and Management) on a range of 
helpful tools and approaches. Contingency planning is outlined in Section 5.1. Also 
included in this section are some of the proven means of conducting an environmental 
assessment (5.2), of establishing a monitoring system (5.3) and of organizing an 
evaluation (5.4). 

This Guide draws on a vast array of experience documented by many agencies (UN 
agencies, government departments and national and international organizations) and 
individuals. Detailed References and Additional Reading materials are listed in Section 
6. The full text of many key references is included on a compact disc housed on the inside 
back cover of this Guide. Certain tools are also found on the CD: others are likely to be 
added to this resource in future and can be accessed on:
http://postconflict.unep.ch/liberia/displacement/
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range of government agencies and national and international non-governmental organiza-
tions attended a series of training workshops focussing on the environmental considerations 
of human displacement, which included on-site visits and assessments (top left). Guided 
tuition was provided by UNEP staff and technical advisors (top right). Consultation was also 
held with local community stakeholders to, for example, determine some of their needs 
following closure of former IDP camps with regard to possible rehabilitation of the 
environment (bottom). Information gathered in Liberia has been incorporated into this Guide.
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