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Foreword

“Knowledge is power. Information is liberating. Education is the 
premise of progress, in every society, in every family.” These 
words by Kofi Annan underscore the �mmense �mportance of 

�nformat�on �n our soc�ety. An �nformed soc�ety w�ll be better equ�pped 
and pos�t�oned to tackle the challenges of the twenty-first century. 

Env�ronmental �nformat�on forms the crux of env�ronmental act�on. Thanks to the prom�nent 
role that they play �n d�ssem�nat�ng �nformat�on, the mass med�a can ensure w�despread 
d�str�but�on of env�ronmental �nformat�on and thus catalyse env�ronmental act�on.

In pursuance of �ts m�ss�on to prov�de leadersh�p and encourage partnersh�ps and access 
to env�ronmental �nformat�on as help�ng to contr�bute to susta�nable development, UNEP 
recogn�zes the need to support journal�sts �n the d�fficult task of �nterpret�ng complex 
env�ronmental �ssues. Th�s handbook was wr�tten �n a user-fr�endly reference style that 
w�ll ensure speedy access to the �nformat�on needed both �n the handbook �tself and �n the 
further read�ngs suggested. The ava�lab�l�ty of such spec�fic �nformat�on and references w�ll 
enable env�ronmental �ssues to be w�dely �ncorporated �nto ma�nstream report�ng, thus 
ensur�ng that accurate env�ronmental �nformat�on becomes duly and strateg�cally �ntegrated 
�nto the publ�c doma�n sooner, rather than later; systemat�cally, rather than sporad�cally.

Afr�ca �s one of the five pr�or�ty areas �dent�fied by UNEP, accord�ngly Afr�can journal�sts need to 
be tra�ned �n env�ronmental report�ng. Accurate and balanced env�ronmental journal�sm requ�res 
a firm grasp of global, reg�onal and local env�ronmental �ssues. Th�s handbook �s geared towards 
prov�d�ng the Afr�can journal�st w�th spec�fic background �nformat�on and gu�del�nes for accurate 
env�ronmental report�ng. It h�ghl�ghts and outl�nes key �ssues and the env�ronmental convent�ons 
related to them, because of the�r global s�gn�ficance and the local �mpact they have. Env�ronmental 
convent�ons are part�cularly �mportant for Afr�ca because of �ts extreme vulnerab�l�ty to 
env�ronmental change. Th�s handbook w�ll prov�de journal�sts w�th a firm grasp of the essent�als 
of these v�tal convent�ons and how they play out on the w�der env�ronmental field.  
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The Afr�ca Env�ronment Outlook (AEO) process w�th�n UNEP has produced two h�ghly 
�nformat�ve and comprehens�ve �ntegrated env�ronmental assessment reports. The second 
ed�t�on of the AEO report sets out clearly the �mmense opportun�t�es afforded by Afr�ca’s 
natural resources. The report probes more deeply �nto the extens�ve �nterplay between 
env�ronmental and econom�c factors and, �n do�ng so, has set a new benchmark �n hol�st�c 
assessment that looks at both the past and the future. The handbook prov�des an overv�ew 
of th�s cutt�ng-edge AEO process wh�ch w�ll enable journal�sts to apprec�ate both the b�gger 
p�cture of the Afr�can env�ronment and the emerg�ng w�der context of env�ronmental act�on.

The Bal� Strateg�c Plan for Technology Support and Capac�ty-bu�ld�ng has underl�ned the 
need to base the dec�s�on-mak�ng process on sound �nformat�on. Th�s v�tal pr�nc�ple of 
information for action was also stressed by global env�ronmental m�n�sters at the�r s�xth 
spec�al sess�on �n Malmö, Sweden, �n May 2000. The Malmö m�n�ster�al declarat�on states 
�n part that “the role of c�v�l soc�ety at all levels should be strengthened through freedom of 
access to env�ronmental �nformat�on to all.”

The med�a cont�nue to play a strateg�c role �n ra�s�ng env�ronmental awareness, channell�ng 
env�ronmental �nformat�on and �nsp�r�ng env�ronmental act�on and, as such, �s cruc�al to the 
work carr�ed out by UNEP. For th�s reason Afr�can journal�sts, through the Afr�ca Network of 
Env�ronmental Journal�sts, were extens�vely consulted �n the product�on of th�s handbook and 
the�r �nput has ensured that the handbook truly reflects the�r concerns and needs.

Because of the dynam�c nature of env�ronmental �nformat�on, env�ronmental report�ng 
must be concerted, cons�stent and �nformed. Th�s handbook answers that need and prov�des 
journal�sts w�th the necessary tools to del�ver such report�ng. 
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