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Foreword

Integrated assessment is the evaluation of the environmental, social and economic effects of past and
future policies, and their linkages in the context of sustainable development. It provides policy makers
with the information necessary to make informed decisions about the design and implementation of
policies that promote sustainable development. In the context of trade-related policies, integrated
assessments can help policy makers better analyse and understand the key relationships between trade, the
environment, economic development, poverty and social equity.

International trade can have both positive and negative environmental, social and economic effects. These
effects may vary across regions, ecosystems and industrial sectors. Integrated assessment provides tools
for considering the full range of these effects, both short and long-term, both direct and indirect. The
information gained through integrated assessments can be used to ensure that sustainable development
gains from trade liberalization are maximized while negative impacts are minimized. UNEP has by now
facilitated a series of three rounds of country projects focused on integrated assessment of trade and trade-
related policies, starting in 1997 with the first round. The eighteen countries taking part in the studies have
been selected to represent different regions and continents, and to ensure a diversity of natural resource
sectors, ecosystems, economic development and market conditions. The success of the first two rounds
of country projects has led to increased interest by both developed and developing countries in the use of
integrated assessment methodologies.

This document provides a synthesis of the integrated assessment studies conducted in the third, most
recent, round of country projects commissioned by UNEP, which focused on the rice sector. Over the past
two years, UNEP has worked closely with national institutions in China, Colombia, Indonesia, Ivory
Coast, Nigeria, Senegal and Viet Nam to identify the environmental, social and economic implications of
trade liberalization in the rice sector.

This publication and the national country reports are designed to be of particular use to environment and
trade analysts, as well as to policy makers and trade negotiators. This synthesis report commences with an
introduction describing the value of integrated assessment to national policy makers, and the history of
the UNEP-supported process of national country studies that has led to this third round focusing on the
rice sector. This introduction is followed by a discussion of the rationale for integrated assessment that
describes the purposes integrated assessments can serve in clarifying trade linkages, informing policy
makers, supporting negotiators, and promoting inter-ministerial, regional, and international cooperation.
The synthesis report then provides an overview of the specific objectives of the rice projects followed by a
description of the background country conditions and context of each study, noting varying factors such as
functions of the rice sector and the characteristics of rice production.

After setting out these contextual issues, the synthesis report continues with a detailed analysis of the
processes and methodologies involved, including the issue of local capacity building. In the next section
the report summarizes the broad, overarching results of the country studies, noting the differing
environmental, economic and social implications of trade liberalization and trade rules in the different
settings of each country. These outputs are then examined in terms of sectoral findings and integrated
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impact analysis, followed by the policy recommendations formulated by each country team and what is
needed to deliver the policy message. The synthesis report ends with a list of lessons learned, conclusions
and recommendations for next steps which will be of practical value to government officials, negotiators
and other stakeholders interested in using integrated assessments as a tool to ensure that trade liberali-
zation maximizes its contribution to national well-being and development. The Executive Summaries
prepared by each country team complete the publication.

This report is a synthesis of the main findings and conclusions from seven country studies and attempts to
draw general conclusions and lessons learned. However, the findings should be read in light of the fact that
the countries varied significantly with respect to environmental conditions, economic development, the
stage of application of trade liberalization rules and their status as a net rice importer or exporter. The
value of integrated assessment is that these important contextual factors are taken into account when
developing an understanding of key linkages and formulating policy responses.
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The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is the overall coordinating environmental organization
of the United Nations system. Its mission is to provide leadership and encourage partnerships in caring for
the environment by inspiring, informing and enabling nations and people to improve their quality of life
without compromising that of future generations. In accordance with its mandate, UNEP works to observe,
monitor and assess the state of the global environment, improve the scientific understanding of how
environmental change occurs, and in turn, how such change can be managed by action-oriented national
policies and international agreements. UNEP’s capacity building work thus centres on helping countries
strengthen environmental management in diverse areas that include freshwater and land resource
management, the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, marine and coastal ecosystem
management, and cleaner industrial production and eco-efficiency, among many others.

UNEDP, which is headquartered in Nairobi, Kenya, marked its first 30 years of service in 2002. During this
time, in partnership with a global array of collaborating organizations, UNEP has achieved major advances
in the development of international environmental policy and law, environmental monitoring and
assessment, and the understanding of the science of global change. This work also supports the successful
development and implementation of the world’s major environmental conventions. In parallel, UNEP
administers several multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs) including the Vienna Convention’s
Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer, the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), the Basel Convention on the Control of
Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal (SBC), the Convention on Prior
Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade
(Rotterdam Convention, PIC) and the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety to the Convention on Biological
Diversity as well as the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs).
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