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ESPITE THE DEDICATED EFFORTS OF MANY INDIVIDUALS

and organizations, the great apes— our closest living rela-

tives-are in danger of extinction. This sw/eeping atlas provides

a comprehensive overview of what is currently known about

all six species of great apes—chimpanzee, bonobo, Sumatran

orangutan, Bornean orangutan, eastern gorilla, and western

gorilla. Created in association with the United Nations Great

Apes Survival Project (GRASP), this book gives a thorough

background on behavior and ecology for each species, includ-

ing detailed habitat requirements, the apes' ecological role,

and the possible consequences of their decline. World Atlas

of Great Apes also offers a full description of the threats, cur-

rent conservation efforts, and additional protection needed for

each species across its entire range. Many full-color maps and

illustrations make the abundance of information accessible to

a broad readership, from specialists and policymakers to gen-

eral readers concerned about the survival of these charismatic

primates.

This book represents the work of a dynamic alliance of

many of the world's leading great ape research and conser-

vation organizations. Bringing together United Nations agen-

cies, governments, foundations, and private-sector interests,

the project aims to raise the international profile of great ape

conservation and to build the political will for further action.

Readers learn what work is being done by specific organiza-

tions in support of great ape conservation and where conser-

vation is most needed and most likely to be effective.
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SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS

The United Nations Environment

Programme is the principal United

Vk^'^^ Nations body in the field of the

environment. Its role Is to be the

leading global environmental au-

thority that sets the global environmental agenda,

that promotes the coherent implementation of the

environmental dimension of sustainable development

within the United Nations system, and that serves as an

authoritative advocate for the global environment. Its

objectives include analysis o* the state of the global

environment and assessment of global and regional

environmental trends, provision of policy advice and

early warning information on environmental threats,

and to catalyze and promote international cooperation

and action, based on the best scientific and technical

capabilities available. Website: wAvw.unep.org

^ The UK Department for Environment,

^B Food and Rural Affairs is working for

QclrQ sustainable development: a better

'~'™""-""-'' quality of life for everyone, now and

for generations to come. This includes a better

environment at home and internationally, and sus-

tainable use of natural resources; economic prosperity

through sustainable farming, fishing, food, water, and

other industries that meet consumers' requirements;

thriving economies and communities in rural areas and

a countryside for all to enjoy. Website: www.defra.gov.uk
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