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INTRODUCTION

The Compendium has been developed in response to requests made by Chief Justices

and senior Judges of over one hundred countries who participated in the UNEP Global

Judges Symposium on Sustainable Development and the Role of the Judiciary, held in

Johannesburg on the eve of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) in

August 2002, as well as over twenty five regional and national Judges Symposia on

Environmental Law organised by UNEP during past few years. The outcome of this

global initiative may be summarised as follows:

Creation of a UNEP Global Alliance of Chief Justices and Senior Judges from over
100 countries, fully supportive of the UNEP Judges Programme and have declared
their commitment to carry out capacity building of Judges at national level with the
support of UNEP and its partner agencies,

Creation of Regional Judges Forums for the Environment in Europe, Pacific,
Southern Africa, Eastern and West Africa, the Arab States, the Francophone States
and the Caribbean

Development of a UNEP Judges Handbook and other Manuals/ case law books,
including this Compendium, to respond to call from judiciaries of the developing
world for urgently required books on environmental law. It became evident during
the above mentioned global, regional and national judges meetings that most judges
from developing countries do not have access to books on environmental law in
their libraries. Some of these publications have also been translated to national
languages (Chinese, Khmer, Lao and Vietnamese) at the request of national
judiciaries.

Mobilising a consortium of partners for the UNEP capacity building programme on
environmental law of judiciaries, prosecutors, and other legal stakeholders. The
organisations and institutions that have collaborated with UNEP in the above
programme include, UNDP, the World Bank Institute, United Nations University,
UNITAR, IUCN and its Academy of Environmental Law, Commonwealth



Secretariat, Francophone Secretariat, Commonwealth Magistrates and Judges
Association, the Asia Foundation, the Hanns Seidel Foundation, Secretariat of the
Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP), South Asian Co-operative
Environment Programme (SACEP), Environmental Law Foundation of the UK,
Environmental Law Institute and the Centre for International Environmental Law.

e Commencement of systematic national training of judges through national judicial
institutions with support of UNEP and partners agencies. While such national judges
training programmes were held during 2004 in South Africa, Uganda, Tanzania,
Vietnam, Cambodia, Lao PDR, plans are underway to hold similar national training
workshops in over thirty countries during 2005.)

This compendium of judicial decisions in environment related cases consolidates
earlier compendia published by UNEP in 1997 and 2002 and also includes summaries
of several additional cases. It also includes a new index of cases by continent and,
alphabetically, by country, as well as by subject matter. The indexes are contained in

pages iii to xxvii. The case summaries themselves begin on page 1.

UNEP wishes to acknowledge the excellent work done by Professor Robert Lee
of the University of Cardiff who edited the final version of the Compendium prepared
by the staff of the DPDL Environmental Law Branch and also further developed the
indexes. We also express our deep appreciation to the Rt. Hon. Lord Justice Robert
Carnwath, Justice of the Court of Appeal of England and Wales, for writing the
Foreword to this publication.

We sincerely hope that this Compendium and the other UNEP Environmental
Law publications would contribute to meeting the information needs in the field of
environmental law of judges and other legal stakeholders, especially in developing

countries and countries with economies in transition.
Bakary Kante

Director,

Division of Policy Development and Law
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