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Introduction

1. The tenth meeting of the Contracting Parties toGbavention on cooperation for the
protection, management and development of the marnrironment and coastal areas
of the Atlantic coast of the West, Central and 8ertrt African region (Abidjan
Convention) was held in Pointe Noire, Republidaf €ongo, from 12 to 16 November
2012. The meeting was organized by the Regionaldduating unit of the Abidjan
Convention at the invitation of the Governmentted Republic of the Congo to host
the meeting.

2. The meeting had two segments, i.e., an expert segmbkich included a workshop on
“Financing Marine and Coastal Environmental ManageinProjects in Africa”, and a
ministerial segment.

Part 1. Expert Segment
Introduction

3. The expert segment opened with the projectionvdi@ documentary on Marine and
Coastal Environmental Degradation in the Republithe Congo. The documentary
captured the major issues that are within the mandathe Abidjan Convention,
namely pollution from hydrocarbon exploration, eigdtion and transportation; over-
fishing and illegal and unregulated fishing; deftation caused by unregulated
logging and its consequent destruction of biodixemnd livelihoods of communities
that depend on forest resources; as well as contyabased action to manage their
resources and to provide income generating ad@svitiWhile the focus was on the
Congo, the documentary could have been about amggonarine and coastal
environmental challenges in almost every Contrgctifarty of the Abidjan
Convention. It was therefore understandable thatdibcumentary set the scene for
subsequent deliberations and, indeed, became aimgcueference point for many
participants.

I. Opening of the expert segment

4. The expert segment was opened at 10 a. m. on Mph@d&yovember 2012. The Mayor
of the first district ofPointe Noire, Mr. Victor Bayonne, welcomed partanigs in the
COP10 meeting and wished all participants a pe&s#dy in the city where, he said,
many different international communities were liyim harmony. The mayor noted
that marine pollution was a threat to the environthespecially as a result of olil
extractive activities in the case of the Republithe Congo. He added that the Abidjan
Convention was a laudable initiative, and hoped thavould be a catalyzer for
strategies to protect and develop the marine andtabenvironment and overall, the
economic development and cooperation in West, @eatrd Southern Africa.

5. The representative of the Executive Director of WINBMr. Vincent Sweeney,
Coordinator of the Global Programme of Action foe tProtection of the Marine
Environment from Land-based Activities (GPA), pealsthe Abidjan Convention
Secretariat for the progress reached in the imphaien of the various areas covered
by the Convention. He conveyed the Executive Dinéstwish that the COP10 would
result in workable proposals and decisions for rfolag marine and coastal
environmental management and development activitifse Atlantic coast of Africa.



He further noted that the GPA received a reneweattiat® from governments through
the Manila Declaration in January 2012, and ste#seimportant contributions of the
regional seas programs as regional platforms framirhplementation of the GPA.

Mr. Sweeney noted that the meeting provided an ppity to share successful
experiences and challenges encountered in the Afffésdn coast in addressing threats
to the marine and coastal environment. The Exeeivector of UNEP also conveyed
the message through his representative that tlsemce of so many experts and partner
agencies in the region spoke about their serioosydtment in Africa. He wished the
meeting to be of assistance in strengthening thdjdd Convention, and the workshop
to be effective in supporting the Convention in iitizlmg resources to implement its
goals. Finally, on behalf of UNEP, the represemtatexpressed gratitude to the
government of Congo for its efforts in the orgatima of COP 10 and their kind
hospitality.

The Minister of Sustainable Development and Foydstonomics of the Republic of
the Congo, Mr. Henri Djombo, began his address withinute of silence in memory
of the focal points from Togo and Senegal, who gassvay between COP 9 and COP
10. He expressed the gratitude of the GovernmethteoRepublic of the Congo for the
decision of the Abidjan Convention Contracting Rarto choose Pointe Noire, the
economic capital of the country, as the venuelierfirst-ever event of UNEP in this
city. The minister emphasized the importance of rtieeting given the threats that
biodiversity and ecosystems face, and the finanpiablems relating to the
management of the marine and coastal areas ireghen He highlighted the need to
adopt measures to solve those problems, whichfaalthe provision of financial
resources and for the implementation of the ConeenWithout adequate means, it is
useless to adopt recommendations or draft actemspHe challenged the participants
asking them “Where can we get funds to deal withstal environmental degradation
and how can we access them?” He added that sonmeloged countries have
established green taxes to address environmeratéobes.

The Minister then referred to the following as soofiehe expected outcomes of the
meeting (1) the work programme 2012-2015, (2) tlreaton of National
Implementation Committees, (3) action plans for #ustainable management of
mangrove ecosystems, (4) the development of enwieotal standards for oil
exploration and exploitation on-shore and off-shtwrecombat their impact on the
coastal and marine environment, (5) the need fimekgion of the outer limits of the
continental shelf, (6) the development of sustdmaburism, which could improve
living conditions and help reduce poverty. He tmede a call for Africa to wake up
and reflect on how to develop African fiscal medkars to enable the continent to
address environmental issues. Finally, he thartkedPtesident of the Republic of the
Congo for his efforts to host the meeting in tlosiuntry and he wished success to the
meeting, which he then declared open.

Organizational Matters

. Election of Officers



9. Following their election at the conclusion of COR following officers took up
their role at the Bureau of COP10: President: Repobthe Congo; Vice-
Presidents: Cote d’lvoire and Gabon; RapportewsttSAfrica and Ghana —since
the Ghana representative was absent, the meetiagdatp appoint The Gambia to
fulfill the relevant functions.

B. Admission of Observers
10. There were thirty-five (35) observers both fromt&eand organizations. The
meeting decided to admit them without objections.

C. Appointment of Credentials Committee
11. A credentials committee was appointed consistingigéria and Senegal.
D. Adoption of the rules of procedure of the meeting

12. It was agreed to follow the rules of procedurerf@retings and conferences of the
Contracting Parties of the Abidjan Convention waithohanges.

E. Adoption of the agenda of the meeting—Expert segmen

13. The preliminary agenda of the expert segment o210 meeting was adopted
without amendments and without objections.

Ill. Workshop on the Financing of Marine and Coastd Environmental Management
Projects in Africa

A. Presentation by Dr. Paul Siegel on “Fundraising foMarine Protected Areas
(MPAS)”

14. Dr. Siegel started by posing the question lectoe Abidjan Convention of how to generate
external support as the initial start-up and thestasn it with domestic funding sources. This
required strategic fundraising and planning forfthare whose success depended on successful
marketing to convince those with capital about tleed to fund projects. He specifically
advised that what may appear important to techt®areay not be so apparent to political
decision makers. Also, successful fundraising ckste recognizing that what is important is
not the technocrat’s perception, but the prioriaethose who have the funds. He identified as
possible local funding sources Ministries of Comeeer Planning, Foreign Affairs,
Transportation, as well as communities, the privegetor, among others. In addition to
“traditional” mechanisms for accessing funds, bhggested exploring opportunities in rural
development funds; debt-equity swaps and debt tegugrogrammes; payment for
environmental services (basin management, carbuenoves, etc.); tourism (entry fees,
concessions, contributions, and specific tasegh as “green” taxes; entry and usage fees;
airport fees; visa fees; hotel taxes; voluntary tébations—for a protected area, for
communities; fishing revenues; tradable quotasjieerlicenses; etc. Other possible sources
are foundations, NGOs, corporate social investnfients from the private sector. At the
regional level it is also possible to set up Covaon Trust Funds (as is done in Latin America
for MPAS). Finally, Dr. Siegel suggested that tHedjan Convention could play a leading role
in generating funds for MPAs in its area throughi{s& convening power and as a regional
interlocutor; (b) technical strength; (c) financ@abordination (given its collaboration with
regional funders in concert with national repreagwes); and (d) collaboration with LMEs and
stakeholders. The strengthening of communicatisnalso important to broadcast what is
working and where, perhaps in the form of an Abdponvention newsletter.



B. Presentations by Other Partners

15. The AU delegate discussed the AU 2050 Maritand Marine Strategy and possible
funding opportunities for in the Abidjan Conventiarea. He noted particularly that marine and
coastal environmental management were a major cormdehe AU and that delegates to its
April 2010 experts meeting deliberated on issuesdnallenges of MPAs, which truly show

Africa as “a big island”. He urged the workshoptome up with deep insights about funding
opportunities to respond to the challenges fadwegAfrican continent because if nothing was
done, Africa ran the risk of endangering the lisé$uture generations as was clearly evident
in the just shown documentary on marine and coastdatonment in the Congo.

16. The Question and Answer session was followeprbgentations by partner organizations
as case studies of the opportunities and challeofjésndraising for MPAs in the Abidjan
Convention area. Presentations were made by OSRAR,Programme Regional de
Conservation de la Zone Cotiere et Marine en Afiqle I'Ouest (PRCM), BirdLife
International, FIBA, RAPAC, Wetlands InternationdReNatura Congo, UNEP as an
implementing agency of the Global Environment Rgci{GEF), Foundation BioGuinea in
Equatorial Guinea, IUCN, thé&nion Economique et Monétaire de I'Afrique de I'Gue
(UEMOA), etc.

17. Dr. David Johnson, Executive Secretary of OSPAIRsented the experiences of the
OSPAR Contracting Parties in describing ecologycalhd biologically significant areas
(EBSASs) and in submitting these descriptions ihtrepository for EBSAs. In concluding his
remarks he indicated that the experiences of tiygoRal Seas and others in describing EBSAs
would be discussed at the 3rd International MaFir@ected Area Congress (IMPAC 3), to be
held in Marseille and Corsica in October 2013.Johnson also announced that the Convention
on Biological Diversity (CBD) Sustainable Oceantiltive (SOI), will co-host with the
Abidjan Convention two workshops for capacity-birifgl in describing EBSAs. The first
workshop 4-8 February013) for West Africa will be held in Senegal. Tdexond workshop,
for Central and Southern Afric&{12 April 2013), will be held in Namibia. He urged the
Contracting Parties to the Abidjan Convention terad these 3 events.

DISCUSSIONS ON KEY ISSUES, REVIEW OF TECHNICAL DOCUMENTS AND
DRAFT DECISIONS

C. Report of the Executive Director of UNEP on progres made in the
implementation of COP 9 decisions

18. The Coordinator of the Abidjan Convention presertkedreport of the
Executive Director of UNEP, which was endorsed.

D. Consideration of draft decisions

19. The experts reviewed the fourteen decisions prapaseontained in document
UNEP(DEPI)/WACAF/COP.10/5 and agreed on the texdeésubmitted to the
ministerial segment for consideration and adopfidwee additional drafts
were introduced, i.e., on cooperation with regidigderies bodies, delineation
of the outer limits of the continental shelf of tt@untries of the Abidjan
Convention, and collaboration with PENAf Ports.



E. Recommendations of the expert segment

20. The expert segment agreed on the following recondiagons to be forwarded for
consideration and adoption by the Ministerial segime

Vi.

Vii.

viii.

The Abidjan Convention should use its existing nsads the
unique institutional, political and legal framewdhat brings
together the 22 countries of the Atlantic CoasAfoica to address
issues related to the management of the marinecaxtal
environment including the mobilization of funds.

The UNEP Regional Seas Program’s Conventions iz African
states as Contracting Parties (Abidjan, Nairolidad, and
Barcelona Conventions) should actively participatthe finalization
and the implementation of the African Union 205tgrated
maritime strategy.

Contracting Parties to the Abidjan Convention stidake advantage
of existing funding and other technical support hatgsms in the
South and work through the UNDP South-South Codjpergrogram

and other similar funding mechanisms to accesssfamdl technical
support for the sustainable management of theistaband marine
environmental resources.

The partnership with the OSPAR Commission, whictcusrently
under review should be finalized and strengtheoeidite advantage
of their experience in the field of the developmehenvironmental
standards.

The Abidjan Convention and its Contracting Parsieall endeavor to
adapt their communication strategy towards fundimganizations
when submitting their requests for funding.

The Abidjan Convention Secretariat should estaladi€hearing House
Mechanism and create a communication and reseéatfbrm within
its Secretariat.

The Secretariat of the Abidjan Convention shouitikite a partnership
development strategy for the purpose of raisingd$urior the
implementation of the Convention’s work program.

The Abidjan Convention Secretariat should developorag-term
strategy for resource mobilization, leading to engnent, sustainable
financial mechanism for implementing the Converigamork.

States are encouraged to contribute to the stcafggn of work on
Marine Protected Area (MPA) for the Atlantic fagadé Africa,
developed in the framework of the joint IUCN-Abidj&€onvention
initiative, in order to strengthen regional netwodd MPAs such as
the Regional Network of Marine Protected Areas irsiVAfrica
(RAMPAOQ) and the Regional Network of Protected Aré&aCentral
Africa (RAPAC) and complete a functional regionatwork at the
scale of the convention.



F. Closure of the expert segment

21. The expert segment was declared closed at 12.0%a.ithursday, 14 November
2012.

Part 2: Ministerial Segment

I.  Opening of the ministerial segment

22. The ministerial segment of the tenth meeting ofGbatracting Parties to the Abidjan
Convention was launched at 10:45 a.m. on ThursdayNdvember 2012, by the
Communication Officer of the Ministry of Forestrmda Sustainable Development of
Congo, who served as master of ceremonies

23. Statements were delivered by Mr.Roland Bouity-Vauthe Lord Mayor of Pointe
Noire, Ms. Jacqueline Alder, Coordinator of thedkngater and Marine Ecosystems
Branch, Division of Policy Implementation of UNEBn behalf of the Executive
Director of UNEP; Mr. Henri Djombo, Minister of Siasnable Development and
Forest Economics of the Republic of the Congo ahditCof the Bureau; and Mr.
Firmin Ayessa, Permanent Secretary of the Presii€xfice.

24. In his welcoming statement, Mr.Roland Bouity-Viaystminted out the urgency of the
meeting given that the world is changing and tleeeenvironmental crises present
including climate change. He was optimistic that$blidarity amongst the Contracting
Parties would be effective in addressing enviroradgéssues in the region. He would
await the outcomes of the meeting to guide PoirtieeNn managing the city’s coastal
areas. He ended his statement with an invitatioparticipants to take some time to
experience what the city had to offer.

25. In her opening statement Ms Jacqueline Alder pdioig the increased awareness of
ocean issues in global forums and the number Ghiivies underway in 2012. The
relevance of the Abidjan Convention’s Programmaeénfrk to these initiatives was
highlighted. The achievements of the Conventiormeeting many of the COP9
Decisions was pointed out along with the improvoampliance by the Parties to
fulfilling their pledges over the last 12 monthsheSconcluded by thanking the
Contracting Parties for their support to the Abidgzonvention and their trust in UNEP
to manage the Secretariat.

26. In his welcoming statement, Mr. Henri Djombo pothteut the vast coastline the
Convention covers, its rich biodiversity and naltuesources that are important to the
economic activities in the Convention Area. He aleted the management challenges
in the Convention are: lack of cooperation in mamggome transboundary resources,
inappropriate fishing practices, pollution and dedion of coastal habitats. To address
these challenges he pointed out the need to centmuevitalize and strengthen the
Abidjan Convention. To do this innovative financimgchanisms, the main theme of
this COP 10, are needed. He thanked the Coordéatiit for a job well done. He
concluded by expressing his hope that the mingtereeting will work with wisdom
to make decisions and rise to the challenges ferldhg-term management of the
marine and coastal environment of the Abidjan Cative area.



27. Minister of State, Permanent Secretary of the ©f6t the President of the Republic
of the Congo, welcomed participants on behalf efRinesident of the Republic of the
Congo, who could not attend the meeting. The Peasisistatement was read in which
he thanked UNEP for supporting the Abidjan ConvantHe too reiterated the need
to develop innovative financing mechanism and tress and encourage Contracting
Parties to financially support the Convention tlglouheir payment of pledges. The
President’s message also called for joint actiorissnes raised by the Contracting
Parties at this meeting.

28. The Minister of Environment, Housing and UrbanishrBenin delivered a speech in
which he indicated the importance of the marine evaktal ecosystems effort for his
country and the government efforts to safeguard aunstainably manage this
ecosystem. He expressed his gratitude to UNEP lamd&eécretariat of the Abidjan
Convention for their support to Benin in managihg transboundary issues related to
the phosphate waste in one of its neighboring casmtHe concluded his remarks by
expressing the strong support of Benin to the Adrdfonvention.

lI. Organizational matters
A. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work

29. The Agenda was adopted on the basis of the prowkagenda set out in the document
UNEP(DEPI)/WACAF/COP.10/1 .Rev.1).

1. Opening of the Meeting
(a) Statement by the Lord Mayor of Pointe Noire
(b) Statement by the representative of the UNEPeSmtat
(c) Statement by the Chair of the Bureau

(d) Statement by the Minister for State as theasgmtative of the host
Government

2. Organizational matters

(a) Adoption of the Agenda of the meeting — Mieigl/High-level
segment, and organization of work

3. Report of the Executive Director of UNEP.

4. Consideration of draft decisions.

5. Report of the Credentials Committee

6. Adoption of decisions.

7. Date and venue of the next Ordinary Meetindnef@ontracting Parties.
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