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Foreword

GPA is the only global action programme addressing the interface between the freshwater
and coastal environment. One of the problems the GPA addresses is the uncontrolled
discharge of wastewater into the freshwater and coastal environment. A priority also
identified by UNEP and reconfirmed at the 2002 Millennium Summit and the World Summit
on Sustainable Development.

Indeed in many parts of the world sewage is still discharged directly into open water without
treatment. Such uncontrolled discharge is one of the most serious threats to the productivity
and biodiversity of the world’s oceans. At the same time it causes serious environmental and
human health problems and threatens sustainable coastal development.

In response to the daunting challenge faced by many governments in addressing wastewater
problems, the GPA has developed training for municipal wastewater managers, jointly with
UNESCO-IHE Institute for Water Education and the UN/DOALQS Train-Sea-Coast
Programme.

The training provides participants with analytical tools, substantive information and skills on
how to select, plan and finance appropriate and environmentally sound municipal wastewater
management systems. The training is meant for project managers at municipality level,
mandated with the task to develop and manage municipal wastewater collection and
treatment systems with often very limited resources. The course focuses on four elements: (i)
objective oriented planning, (ii) involvement of stakeholders and mobilizing local resources,
(iii) conventional and innovative approaches; and (iv) formulation and presentation of
proposals.

The content is based on the UNEP/WHO/HABITAT/WSSCC guidelines on municipal
wastewater management and stresses the need to link water supply and the provision of
household sanitation, wastewater collection, treatment and re-use, cost-recovery, and re-
allocation to the natural environment.

UNEP and its partners are pleased to present this first version of the training manual. UNEP
very much welcomes comments to ensure that the course addresses the needs of coastal
municipalities.

Veerle Vandeweerd
Coordinator
UNEP/GPA Coordination Office
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