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time when all the Parties have declared
their continued commitment to meet their
obligations under the Protocol.

We are now at a critical juncture where
we must strive to achieve closer
cooperation and further synergy between
the Parties and the responsible institutions.
This will require an appropriate
replenishment of the Multilateral Fund
(MLF) to enable Article 5 countries to
continue phasing out the use of ODS. It
will also require efforts by all countries to
phase out CFCs for critical uses, as well as
methyl bromide and HCFCs, in a manner
that protects the global environment but

Viewpoint
Yesterday's achievements and tomorrow’s challenges
N
The Ozone Secretariat
welcomed Mr Marco
Gonzilez, its new
Executive Secretary, at
the beginning of June.
Mr Gonzilez, a Costa
Rican national, has a
distinguished record in
environmental issues and intergovernmental
negotiations, including serving as
Vice-Minister in Costa Rica’s Ministry of
Environment and Energy, and as
Vice-Chairman, then Chairman, of the ExCom.
%

am honoured to be joining the Ozone

Secretariat at a time when the Parties
have so many reasons to feel proud of past
achievements but still face very real
challenges, both individually and
collectively. This is a time when the
Montreal Protocol is evolving. It is a time
when Article 2 countries, including those
with economies in transition, have made
significant progress in phasing out ozone-
depleting substances (ODS). It is also a
time when most Article 5 countries are
making significant efforts to comply with
control measures. Most importantly, it is a

also guarantees sustainable agricultue,
access to safe and affordable medicines,
increased energy efficiency of industries
and availability of ozone-friendly products.

I can assure you that the Secretariat will
devote itself to facilitating the discussions
of the Parties, supporting and servicing
their meetings, executing their decisions,
providing advisory assistance as required,
and promoting the implementation of the
Protocol and its Amendments.

And finally, for world leaders
gathering in Johannesburg, the success of
the Montreal Protocol will be a ‘star’ to
guide continued efforts, in both
hemispheres. In the midst of these
celebrations, we should also express our
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gratitude to those who have made so
much possible—including, of course, our
former Executive Secretary Mr K.
Madhava Sarma. Let us all continue
working for the benefit of humankind.

New publication

A United Nations history of
the Montreal Protocol,

by Dr S.O. Andersen and
Mr K.M. Sarma

(see page 8)

Artists conception of the Industry Park

China’s State Environmental Protection
Administration (SEPA) has established an
Industry Park to help China reach and
maintain compliance with the Multilateral
Environmental Agreements (MEA) to
which the country is party. In the initial
phase, the specially designed park is
focusing on the Montreal Protocol.

To better understand the concept of
the Industry Park and how it works, we
interviewed Mr Liu Yi, Director General
of China’s Foreign Economic Cooperation

Office, who initiated the Industry Park
concept and has been working to make it
a reality.

What made SEPA propose the building of an
Industry Park for implementation of MEAs?
From 1997, the innovative approach adopted
by the Executive Committee (ExCom)
allowed China’s government some flexibility
in use of funding to achieve phase-out targets
agreed under the Montreal Protocol.
continued on page 9 ...



OzonAction Newsletter  Number 42 « August 2002

News from international agencies

Fund Secretariat
The Fund Secretariat
prepared policy papers and

reviewed work

programmes, projects and
the 2002 business plans of the
implementing and bilateral agencies for
the 36th ExCom, held in March 2002. It
presented the 2002 consolidated business
plan of the MLF and other policy papers
to the meeting. ExCom approved the
2002 business plans as well as
US$53.8 million for projects.

The Secretariat also participated in
international meetings including six
regional network meetings. In May 2002,
its Chief Officer had discussions on MLF
and Montreal Protocol issues with the
Chairman of the ExCom and
government officials and stakeholders in
Nigeria. He also had discussions in
Nairobi with UNEP’s Executive Director
and with officials of UNON and the
Ozone Secretariat.

Contact: Dr Omar El Arini, Secretariat of the
Multilateral Fund, 1800 McGill College Avenue,
27th Floor, Montréal, Québec H3A 3JC, Canadaq,
tel: +1 514 282 1122, fax: +1 514 282 0068,
e-mail: secretariat@unmfs.org,

www.unmfs.org

ZPR UNEP DTIE
)
\‘A"U’/ The 36th ExCom endorsed
= L

UNEP’s 2002 Business Plan
at US$13.9 million and
approved UNEP’s
strategically re-oriented Compliance
Assistance Programme (CAP). CAP will
focus on regional delivery and speedy

UNEP

assistance. ExCom also approved a regional
phase-out strategy for Pacific Island
countries (see page 7), a Refrigerant
Management Plan (RMP), four
Institutional Strengthening (IS) renewals,
five new IS projects and two Country
Programme (CP) updates.

An independent review of UNEP’s
clearinghouse function showed that,
overall, UNEP communicates actively
with the users of its information services
and adapts its programme to their
changing requirements. Specific
recommendations were made to further
improve the clearinghouse services (for
full details see http://www.uneptie.org/
ozonaction/ feedback). UNEP also
assisted the Government of India in
developing a voluntary industry pledge
(see page 0).

Contact: Mr Rajendra Shende, UNEP DTIE,

39-43 quai André Citroén, 75739 Paris Cedex 15,
France, tel: +33 1 44 37 14 50,

fax: +33 144 37 14 74,

e-mail: ozonaction @unep.fr,
www.uneptie.org/ozonaction

o \\' UNEP Ozone

\ v Secretariat

\\“' '”’/ The Ozone Secretariat
organized the 22nd
meeting of the Open-
ended Working Group (OEWG) of the
Parties to the Montreal Protocol, held in
Montreal on 23-25 July 2002, and the
28th meeting of the Implementation
Committee, also held in July. Important
subjects prepared for the OEWG’s
consideration included procedures for
adding new substances to a treaty,
monitoring of international trade and
prevention of illegal trade.

The Secretariat provided data to the
TEAP’s Replenishment Task Force, and
assisted with the printing and dispatching
of the Task Force report on the assessment
of the funding requirement for
replenishment of the MLF for the
2003-05 period. The report is to be
presented to the OEWG meeting and
considered by the Ad-Hoc Working
Group of the Parties.

Contact: Mr Marco Gonzdlez, Ozone Secretariat,
P.O. Box 30552, Nairobi, Kenya,

tel: +254 2 623 885, fax: +254 2 623 913/623 601,
e-mail: marco.gonzalez@unep.org,
www.unep.org/ozone

UNDP
E Some 1,182 ODP

tonnes will be
eliminated thanks to a decision at the
36th ExCom to approve the Annual
Progress Report on the Implementation
of the China Solvent Sector Plan and
project preparation in 30 countries. A
performance-based agreement project was
also approved which will phase out 179
ODP tonnes of methyl bromide used in
tobacco and open-field vegetable
seedbeds in Argentina. The project
training programme will target more than
70,000 farmers.

Contact: Dr Suely Carvalho, Montreal Protocol Unit,
UNDP, 304 East 45th Street, Room 9116,

New York, NY 10017, USA,

tel: +1 212 906 5004, fax: +1 212 906 6947
e-mail: suely.carvalho@undp.org,
www.undp.org/

¢y, UNVIDO

u NI Dd The 36th ExCom meeting

w approved 32 Project
T Preparation projects of

which 13 covered national
and sectoral phase-out plans, and one RMP.
Training programmes/awareness-raising
workshops and a country programme were
also approved in the methyl bromide sector,
as well as seven investment projects in the
foam, solvents and fumigants sectors.

The ExCom, in principle, approved
funding for closure of the entire production
capacity in DPR Korea for CFCs, carbon
tetrachloride and trichloroethane, and for
development of capacity to produce
alternatives to these ODS.

UNIDO also began work for the 37th
ExCom, preparing 19 investment projects
in the foam, fumigants, refrigeration,
solvents and process agents sectors, 4
RMPs, 1 national halon management
plan and 4 investment projects for
bilateral cooperation.

Contact: Mrs H. Seniz Yalcindag, UNIDO,

P.O. Box 300, A-1400 Vienna, Austria,

tel: +431 26026 3782, fax: +431 26026 6804,
e-mail: yalcindag @unido.org, www.unido.org

World Bank

The 36th ExCom
approved funding to
support two World Bank
work programmes for CFC
production closure plans in China and
India, the commercial refrigeration sector

plan in China, and an investment project
in the aerosol sector in Argentina. The
ExCom also approved the Bank’s request
for US$425,000 to fund project
preparation, in addition to the
US$180,000 approved by the 35th
ExCom. This brought total approvals for
the Bank to date to US$485 million, with
105,524 ODP tonnes phased out.

The Bank also held its sixth annual
workshop for Financial Agents attended by
representatives from National Ozone Units
(NOUgs). The theme of this year’s
workshop was ‘the Multilateral Fund at a
crossroad’, with a focus on the concurrence
between traditional projects and new
strategic approaches.

Contact: Mr Steve Gorman, World Bank,

1818 H Street NW, Washington, DC 20433, USA,
tel: +1 202 473 5865, fax: +1 202 522 3258,
e-mail: sgorman@worldbank.org,
www-esd.worldbank.org/mp
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TECH-TALK
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TechTalk showcases commercially-available technolgies that reduce or replace ODS, as well as technologies

currently under research. Without seeking to endorse any technology or product, TechTalk covers all technologies

permitted under the Montreal Protocol, including those using transitional substances (HCFCs) and not-in-kind

alternatives. We welcome information and contributions from all interested parties.

REFRIGERANTS

Carbon dioxide for mobile A/C systems
Japanese automotive supplier DENSO
International believes that carbon dioxide
(CO,) may be a viable alternative to
refrigerants used in vehicle air-
conditioning systems. The company, like
others in the automotive industry, is
interested in CO, because it has one-
thousandth of the global warming effect
of HFC-134a, which replaced CFC in air
conditioners. HFC-134a is included in
the Kyoto Protocol ‘basket” of
greenhouse gases.

DENSO is working on a CO, heat
pump system that would provide heating
and cooling in one unit. The company has
successfully applied CO, in a water heat
pump, and found that the heat pump gave
the expected thermodynamic saving
compared to a natural gas system. It
presented the CO, technology on its
FCHV-4 fuel-cell hybrid car at the Earth
Technologies Forum in Washington D.C.
There are, however, remaining challenges
to the development of such systems
including problems of cost, additional
weight, reliability and maintenance.

Contact: Hirata Toshio, DENSO Corporation,
Air Conditioning R&D Dept. 1,
e-mail: hirata@ralg.denso.co.jp

Carrier improves chiller performance
New chiller technology that combines use
of the non-ozone-depleting HFC-134a
refrigerant with a high-efficiency variable
speed screw (VSS) compressor-based
chiller system is up to 48 per cent more
efficient than comparable tonnage chillers,
according to Carrier Corporation.
Unveiled in March 2002, Carrier’s
‘Evergreen VSS™ system incorporates
innovations in screw compressor design,
advanced materials and manufacturing
processes, bearing and lubrication systems,
sound and vibration prediction and
reduction, advanced variable frequency
motor speed control, power factor
improvement, harmonic distortion

reduction, and control integration. The
product will be available in the water-
cooled chiller market’s largest segment, i.c.
below 500 tonnes refrigeration capacity,
the size range that represents 60 per cent
of all large water-cooled chiller sales.

Contact: Jim Mangini, product manager,
Evergreen VSS, tel: +1 704 921 3835,
www.carrier.com

Alternative refrigerant gaining ground
Virtis, a provider of freeze-drying
equipment to the life-science industries,
has announced that it is to produce units
using non-ozone-depleting NU-22 as a
replacement for the HCFC-22 refrigerant.
NU-22 is a patented refrigerant blend of
HFC-125, HFC-134a and n-butane made
by ICOR International, USA, with zero
ODP and which duplicates the operating
pressures and capacity of HCFC-22.
Virtis’ vice-president explained that
the company had made the switch
because HCFC-22 is no longer
acceptable in new equipment in Europe.
By using NU-22 Virtis is able to stay
with a single refrigerant for all areas of
the world. According to the company,
the similarities between the two
refrigerants greatly simplify the
changeover process, allowing NU-22 to
be used as a drop-in replacement for
HCFC-22 in field service work.

Contact: www.icorinternational.com

The difference is in the design

A new oil-free chiller design is increasing
efficiency by as much as 20 per cent and is
helping to cut refrigerant emissions to
practically zero, providing benefits for
both the ozone layer and for global
warming. The Trane S-Series
EarthWise™ CenTraVac chiller uses a
direct-drive that eliminates the need for
gears, and hence for an oil-based
lubrication system, so there is no oil to
contaminate the refrigerant.
Contamination of refrigerant is a common
and significant cause of efficiency loss in

traditional CFC chiller designs.

Environmental experts check out the S-Series
Earthwise™ CenTraVac chiller during the
Earth Technologies Forum

Use of the low-pressure refrigerant
HCFC-123 is crucial to this design which
replaces conventional components with
self-healing, ceramic ball bearings. Having
no oil lubricating system also means that,
except in the case of major mechanical
failure, the unit never has to be opened.
Combining the new drive system and
perfect hermetic sealing lowers energy
consumption, increases efficiency and
reduces leaks. The design goal for S-Series
chillers is for the initial charge of
refrigerant to be the final charge, and for
this to be recovered at the end of the
chiller’s life to be used in other chillers or
as chemical feedstock.

Contact: Eugene Smithart, Director Environmental
Affairs, e-mail: gsmithart@trane.com

HALONS

Novec 1230 fluid rated ‘seaworthy’

by IMO

In May 2002, 3M Specialty Materials
announced that its 3M™ Novec™ 1230
fire protection fluid, a halon alternative,
had satisfied the requirements of the
International Maritime Organization’s
(IMO) Maritime Safety Committee
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Circular 848 test protocol. Successful
completion of IMO testing opens up the
possibility for administrative and
certification agencies to approve
commercialization of the fire protection
system for marine applications. Novec
1230 is a fluoroketone that has zero
ozone-depletion potential and low global
warming potential—it is not therefore
included in the Kyoto Protocol ‘basket’ of
greenhouse gases.

Novec 1230 fire protection fluid may soon be
used for marine applications

3M has submitted the necessary
registration for premanufacturing
notification and US EPA Significant New
Alternatives Policy (SNAP) programme
clearance and has also submitted registration
for the European List of Notified Chemical
Substances (ELINCS) clearance from the
European Union. The company also
proposes customer support for its product
which includes take-back and proper
disposal of old or overstocked fluid.

Contact: John M. Schuster,
e-mail: jmschuster1 @mmm.com

New foams—stronger and more
environmentally friendly

Engineers at the Ohio State University
have found a way to make dense plastic
foam that may replace solid plastic in the
future—and the new foams are blown
using CO,, so they will not be harmful
to the ozone layer. By including
‘nanocomposites—additive particles that
are only a few billionths of a metre
across—L. James Lee and his colleagues
at Ohio State ultimately aim to produce
a foam blown with supercritical CO,
that will be strong enough to replace
solid plastic for some structural
applications. According to Lee, the

SOLARCHILL-an innovative new generation hydrocarbon-

based and solar powered vaccine cooler

SOLARCHILL is a new cooler technology
applied to vaccine coolers that contributes to
sustainable development. Developed as a
cooperative project between Greenpeace
International, GTZ Germany, UNICEEF,
WHO, UNEP DTIE, the Danish
Technological Institute and industry,
SOLARCHILL is powered by solar-panels
and uses the hydrocarbon refrigerant
R-600a—it does not, therefore, contribute to
ozone depletion or global warming.

The SOLARCHILL vaccine cooler,
initiated by WHO and the UNEP DTIE
Energy and OzonAction Branch, addresses
important health and development concerns:
the availability of coolers in developing
countries is vital for maintaining the shelf life of
vaccines and of some medicines. Many regions
of the world are off the electrical grid or have
unstable electricity supplies. Under these
circumstances, maintaining the vaccine cold
chain is crucial for the health of millions of
people. SOLARCHILL provides a cost-effective
and reliable technology for the storage and
transport of vaccines under off-grid conditions.

Primary obstacles to the uptake of solar-
powered vaccine cooler technologies in

pressures and temperatures required to
obtain supercritical CO, are readily
attainable with existing industrial
equipment and manufacturers would not
even have to alter their existing foaming
equipment to manufacture the new,
ozone-friendly foams.

Contact: L. James Lee,
e-mail: LEELJ @ che.eng.ohio-state.edu

METHYL BROMIDE

‘Stinky white fungus’ could help save
the ozone layer

A fungus discovered in the rain forests of
Central America may provide an
environmentally friendly alternative to
methyl bromide. Muscodor albus, which
translates roughly as ‘stinky white fungus’,
has been found to emit gases that kill or
slow organisms that are harmful to some
crops. It is currently undergoing
laboratory tests at AgraQuest Inc., under
licence from Montana State University’s
professor Gary Strobel, who found it

developing countries
are the current state
of battery
technologies and the
relatively high price
of units presently on
the market.
SOLARCHILL
replaces lead battery
technology by ice-
packs and does not
require any electronic control devices. It
therefore uses simple and reliable technology
that is better suited to conditions in developing
countries. In addition, a simple AC/DC
converter provides the flexibility to use wind,
hydropower, biogas or grid energy. Even a car
battery could be used to increase the hold-over
time during exceptional cloudy periods.

The field-testing will require further
funding and interested donors are invited to
contact Mr Janos Mate at Greenpeace
International.

Contact: Mr Janos Mate,Greenpeace International,
e-mail: jmate @telus.net

Halvart Koppen, UNEP DTIE,
e-mail: Halvart.Koppen @unep.fr

during an expedition in Central America.
Using the fungus and related strains,
AgraQuest is developing a fumigant that
is expected to control bacteria and fungi
that cause diseases in plants, as well as
microorganisms that cause disease in
humans. So far, the fumigant has been
tested in the laboratory as a seed
treatment and soil amendment, and has
also shown the ability to kill nematodes
and hatching insects. It appears to have
the added advantage of not being toxic to
mammals, unlike other alternatives to
methyl bromide such as
1,3-dichloropropene and metam sodium.

AgraQuest still has some way to go,
however, before marketing a product from
the fungus. The company first has to
conduct field studies to demonstrate the
safety and efficacy of the fumigant, and
will then have to apply to the federal and
state environmental protection agencies for
approval to sell the product.

Contact: AgraQuest, Inc.,
e-mail: info@agraquest.com
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Japan—call to improve CFC handling
and progress on recycling

Japan’s Ministry of Economy, Trade and
Industry (METTI) recently called on 16
Japanese manufacturers to improve their
methods for disposing of CFCs. The call
follows the recent discovery that Kansai
Recycle Systems Corporation—the
company to whom the firms had
subcontracted the CFC disposal work—
had failed to dispose of the gases correctly
and had released ODS into the
atmosphere. Under Japanese law,
companies are required to ensure that
CFCs from discarded air conditioners and
refrigerators are recycled. Sharp and
Mitsubishi Materials Corporation
established Kansai Recycle in an effort to
comply with the recycling law.
Government officials said the amount of
CFC gases released by Kansai Recycle
totalled more than one tonne, nearly five
times the amount reported by Sharp
Corporation earlier this year.

Nevertheless, the recycling law
concluded its first year since enforcement
in April 2001 with good results in the
recovery of CFCs from discarded air
conditioners and refrigerators—603 tonnes
of CFCs were extracted and destroyed.

In a move to accelerate recycling, the
Japanese cabinet approved an additional bill
requiring automobile manufacturers and
importers to accept used cars returned by
owners in order to recycle shredder dust, air
bags and CFCs. If enacted, the law would
require manufacturers and importers of new
vehicles to add a consumer recycling fee to
the price of a new car. Vehicle owners
would also be expected to contribute
20,000 yen (about US$150) per car to a
recycling fund. The bill would affect an
estimated 4 million cars each year.

Contact: Office for the Promotion of Ozone Layer
Protection, Manufacturing Industries Bureau,

Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry,
e-mail: gghbbfc@meti.go.jp

Georgia—breakthrough in adoption of
ODS import licencing system

Two years of effort by the Georgia Ozone
Unit to persuade the authorities to adopt
an ODS import licencing system have
been crowned with success. Earlier, the

government wished to avoid needlessly
complicating the customs procedures and
was thus reluctant to establish a licencing
system. The breakthrough came on

8 May this year when—as a result of
concerted efforts by Georgia’s Ministry of
Environment, the Ozone Unit and
UNEP DTIE—Georgia’s government
adopted an ODS import licencing
system. Under the licencing scheme, the
country plans to substantially accelerate
ODS phase-out activities.

Contact: Mr Michail Tushishvili,
e-mail: airdept@caucasus.net

US EPA issues direct final rule on
methyl bromide exports

US EPA has issued a direct final rule in the
Federal Register extending the availability
of limited production rights to
manufacture methyl bromide solely for
export to developing countries.

A US EPA rule published in 2000
allocated production allowances for the
manufacture of methyl bromide for export
to developing countries until 1 January
2002. The recently issued direct final rule
extends the allowances until 1 January 2005.

Contact: Tom Land, US EPA,
e-mail: land.tom@epa.gov.

Kazakhstan gets a halon bank
management programme
UNDDZ in cooperation with UNOPS,
recently awarded a contract to RemTec
International USA, allowing the company
to establish a centralized halon recovery,
recycling and storage facility in Kazakhstan.
The funds for the project are provided by
the Global Environment Facility (GEF)
There are two key project segments.
First, the establishment of a halon
recovery/recycling/storage centre in
Almaty which will service all of
Kazakhstan. This facility is to be equipped
with RemTec’s proprietary recycling
systems, which will enable it to safely
reclaim the region’s recovered Halon 1211,
1301 and 2402 in line with local and
international environmental standards.
Second, RemTec will provide instructional
workshops for operators and other
equipment training activities.
Contact: Ms Valentina Kryukova, Climate Change

Coordination Centre,
e-mail: valentina @ climate.kz

Uganda bans used refrigerator imports
Uganda’s National Environmental
Management Authority (NEMA) has

announced plans to ban the importation

and use of second-hand refrigeration
equipment. The laws will be phased in to
help the country meet its obligations
under the Montreal Protocol

NEMA, in collaboration with other
government agencies, has also formed the
Uganda Refrigeration Association which
will be responsible for training owners of
refrigerators and cooling systems in
recycling the gases contained in the units.
Although Uganda has passed legislation
to control ODS, some officials fear that
used equipment may continue to be
imported into the country via poorly
monitored routes.

Contact: Mr Rwothumio Thomiko, ODS Officer,
NEMA, e-mail: neic@starcom.co.ug

Argentina takes action on methyl bromide
On 29 April 2002, Argentina’s Secretary of
Environment and Sustainable
Development, together with the Chief of
Cabinet of the Secretariat of Agriculture,
the President of the Sanitary Institute and
other high-level government officials,
officially announced that use of methyl
bromide for soil fumigation in Argentina is
to be phased out by the year 2007.

Signing of Argentina’s methyl bromide phase-

out ﬂgreement

Under an agreement between the
government of Argentina and the ExCom,
two investment projects were approved for
phase out of methyl bromide in the
production of strawberries, cut flowers and
protected vegetables, and tobacco and non-
protected vegetable seedbeds.

Argentina’s Secretariat of Agriculture,
acting through the National Institute of
Agro-technology (INTA), is in charge of
implementing both projects, together
with different cooperative associations
from the provinces. They will be
coordinated and monitored by the
National Ozone Unit (OPROZ).

Contact: Dr Miguel Angel Craviotto, National

Director of Environmental Management Eng.,
e-mail: Mcraviotto @ medioambiente.gov.ar
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India—a voluntary pledge to cut CFC
emissions

A bold new initiative, aimed at
accelerating the phase out of ODS across
India was launched on 2 May 2002 by the
Indian Government and UNEP.

My Klaus Tipfer, Executive Director UNEP
(second from right); Ms Sushma Chowdry, Addl.
Secretary (centre) and Usha Chadrasekhar,
Director Ozone Cell (right), from Indias
Ministry of Forests and Environment with
government and industry experts at the signing of
Indias voluntary pledge

Under the initiative, India’s four big
manufacturers of CFCs have pledged to
crack down on ‘rogue emissions’ during
production processes by introducing new,
cleaner production technologies.
Production by the four companies
concerned is scheduled to reach zero in
2010, from a peak production figure of
23,659 tonnes at the end of the 1990s.

DIALOGUE AND DISCUSSION

Meetings/ Conferences/ Workshops

The companies are also backing a
nationwide public awareness scheme that
will target the thousands of small and
medium sized enterprises that are part of
the CFC supply chain. Raising awareness
will help prepare companies for the final
phase out in eight years time.

Contact: Mrs Usha Chadrasekhar,

Ministry of Environment and Forests,
e-mail: ozone @del3.vsnl.net.in

Arab States of the Gulf coordinate ozone

protection actions

In January 2002, a regional seminar on

Alternatives to Ozone Depleting

Substances in the Cooperative Council for

the Arab States of the Gulf (GCC) region

concluded its activities by submitting a

number of recommendations for

consideration at the 16th meeting of the

GCC Environmental Coordination

Committee. The committee, in turn, made

the following recommendations:

@ Unified rules and regulations should be
established in the GCC countries to
regulate the import and handling of ODS.

® The role of the Ozone Work Team in
the GCC countries should be activated
in close coordination with ODS
Network of West Asia.

® The General Secretariat should, in
coordination with the GCC countries
and the Regional Network

Ethiopia—recovery and recycling project helping to achieve

CFC freeze in 2003

An ODS recycling and recovery project, organized with the support of UNED, should help

Ethiopia achieve compliance with the Montreal Protocol phase-out provisions. The country’s
CFC consumption exceeded its freeze level of 33.8 ODP tonnes in 1999 and 2000 by more than
5 tonnes. It is one of UNEP’s priorities to assist the country in achieving compliance.

As a result of Phase I of the national recovery and recycling project, organized on

11-15 March 2002 by the National Meteorological Services Agency and Focal Point Ozone

(with UNEP support), 28 local trainers and senior technicians participated in a training

workshop, and recycling and recovery equipment (8 recovery and 3 recycling units) was made

available to the country. It is expected that when the project is completed, 65-70 technicians will
be trained, and that use of the equipment will result in an annual reduction of 7.5 ODP tonnes.

The workshop participants also agreed on a set of recommendations including the ratification of
the Montreal Protocol amendments, the establishment of an industry association, the implementation
of an import/export licensing system and the adoption of a code of good practice in refrigeration.

This project should allow Ethiopia to return to compliance in 2002. However, in order to
achieve 50 per cent reduction in 2005, corresponding to 16.9 ODP tonnes, additional assistance
is urgently required as part of the country’s RMP update.

Contact: Mr Bekurestion Kassahun, NOU, e-mail: nmsa @telecom.net.et

-

Coordinator, conduct a feasibility study
on the use of hydrocarbons and their
technologies in the refrigeration and
air-conditioning sector in the GCC
countries. Guidelines on sound use of
such technologies should be provided.
® The Regional Network Coordinator
should be asked to provide technical
assistance to set up national halon
banks. GCC countries should
introduce mechanisms to facilitate the
transfer of halons among them.
Contact: Dr Abdul Elah Al Wadaee, Regional

Network Coordinator,
e-mail: awunrowa @unep.org.bh

Southern African Regional Workshop
on Lessons Learned and Case Studies in
Technology Transfer under the MLF

To draw lessons from technology transfer
under completed projects to phase out
ODS under the MLE representatives of
enterprises, NGOs, research institutes,
government officials from Southern African
countries and international experts met on

27-29 May in Blantyre, Malawi.

Hon. L. Shati, Deputy Minister of Natural
Resources and Environmental Affairs, Malawi
(left), giving the opening statement at Blantyre

Recommendations made at the workshop

include:

® Promotion of close dialogue with
farmers using methyl bromide, to raise
their awareness and provide training
on alternatives.

® Training of consultants to improve
their understanding of local conditions
and needs.

® Promotion of technological
development based on local and
traditional knowledge.
Six case studies resulting from the

workshop will be published and presented
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at the World Summit for Sustainable
Development (WSSD), in September.
Contact: Jeremy Bazye, RNC Africa,

e-mail: Jeremy.Bazye @unep.org

Patrick Salifu, Malawi Environmetal Affairs
Department, e-mail: salifu @yahoo.com

SBSTA urges stronger links between
UNFCCC and Montreal Protocol
Closer links between efforts to save the ozone
layer and those to help fight climate change
were urged in a final document from the
16th meeting of the UNFCCC’s Subsidiary
Body for Scientific and Technological Advice
(SBSTA), held in Bonn on 5-14 June.
Recognizing the contribution made by
HFCs, hydrocarbons, ammonia, CO, and
other options to the phase out of ODS, the
SBSTA stressed the importance of
developing a relevant information package
for all stakeholders, with a focus on the
relationship between avoiding ozone
depletion and minimizing global warming.
Noting that the MLF is funding replacement
of ODS in some developing countries by
alternatives which can include greenhouse
gases, the meeting also invited UNFCCC
Parties to consider additional funding
through the Global Environment Facility
(GEF) and the Clean Development
Mechanism (CDM). The SBSTA also
welcomed information from the Parties on
HECs and PFCs and agreed to recommend
a draft decision for consideration at the
UNFCCC COP-8, once the IPCC and
TEAP had evaluated all aspects that would
play a role in the development of an
information package and had communicated
their replies to the UNFCCC Secretariat.
Contact: Leo Meyer, Ministry of Housing, Spatial

Planning and the Environment,
e-mail: leo.meyer @minvrom.nl

. . .
Rulancin aeamatina altarnativac tn

https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportld=5 11961

A Regional Strategy to comply with the
Montreal Protocol in Pacific Island
Countries
The 36th ExCom Meeting approved a
Regional Strategy to comply with the
Montreal Protocol in Pacific Island
Countries (PIC). The Strategy was
developed jointly by UNEP and its
partners in the Pacific, including the South
Pacific Regional Environment Programme
(SPREP), Australia and New Zealand.
Use of ODS in the Pacific region is
limited to CFCs, HCFCs and methyl
bromide. The most significant threat to
the sustainable phase out of CFCs in the
region is the importation of second-hand
vehicles with CFC air conditioning
systems, from Japan and, to a lesser extent,
South Korea. In most PIC countries there
is a rising (and often unmet) demand to
service these units, creating an ongoing
risk of illegal imports which is likely to
reverse the present phase-out trends.

The objectives of the Strategy are to assist
with accelerated and sustained CFC phase
out in the region (including a complete CFC
phase out in eight of the fourteen PICs by
the end of 2005), and to achieve this in the
most cost-effective manner. In order to attain
its objectives, the Strategy will provide:
® direct support for national actions, to

assist with the monitoring of

accelerated phase out;

® regional facilitation for policy setting,
training and public awareness;

® active collaboration with bilateral
donors i.e. Australia, New Zealand and

Germany; and
® an overall advisory role for UNEP DTIE

via its re-oriented compliance assistance

programme monitored through the

Regional Office of Asia and the Pacific
Contact: Mr Thanabat Junchaya, RNC SEAP,
e-mail: junchaya@un.org

Ms I'o Tuakeu-Lindsay, SPREP,
email: iotuakeu@sprep.org.ws

Customs training—strengthening|the

front line against illegal trade

Illegal trade in ODS is a growing threat to
the success of international agreements to
fight ozone depletion. The ability of
customs officers and others to detect such
trade is vital in curtailing it, but officers
do not always have adequate training.
Efforts are under way to provide that
essential training—some of them are
described here:
® February, Niger: 17 customs
administrators received training on
ODS at a two-day workshop.
® February, Trinidad and Tobago:

rictame hralrere Frictame Flarle and

Training customs officers in the use of
refrigerant identifiers on a used vebicle

Hleoal trade undate




