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Celebrating 30 years 

Regionally: 

• 65% or 275,000 tons of solid 
waste is disposed in open 
dumps, rivers or the 
Caribbean Sea  
 

• 70% - 85% of Marine Litter 
in the Caribbean Sea is from 
land-based sources of solid 
waste 

Solid Waste & Marine Litter 



Celebrating 30 years 

• Cartagena Convention & LBS 
Protocol   

• Regional Action Plan for Marine 
Litter (updated 2014) 

• GPA & Global Partnership for 
Marine Litter 

• Global MEAs: BASEL, Stockholm, 
London, MARPOL 

• Global Partnership for Waste 
Management  

• GESAMP & GEF STAP on Marine 
Litter/Microplastics 

The Wider Caribbean Context 
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 Ocean Conservancy: Support International Coastal Clean 
Up Day in several countries. 2014- Jamaica- over 9,000 
volunteers 
 

 IMO, MV Freewinds & RAC REMPEITC: MARPOL Annex V 
Special Area Designation entered into force for the 
Caribbean Sea 
 

 Interactive On-Line Kids Game on Marine Litter 

What have we achieved?/1 
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 Barbados: Environmental Education through outreach 
to schools & communities 
 

 Guyana: Improved National Solid Waste Management 
Policy 
 

 St. Lucia: Economic valuation of the impacts of solid 
waste on a fishing community 
 

 

What have we achieved?/2 
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 Coastal Clean Up 

activities  
 (13 Countries) 

 

 Provision of bins  

& storage facilities  
(13 countries) 

 

 Awareness & 

Outreach 

GEF Project Support: IWCAM 
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AMEP & SPAW Collaboration 
 
Gulf and Caribbean Fisheries 
Institute (GCFI) used the Marine 
Litter Action Plan for the 
Caribbean to obtain a NOAA 
grant for improving solid waste 
management in Marine 
Protected Areas. Activities 
included public awareness and 
provision of basic solid waste 
management infrastructure. 
 
WEAKNESS 
Lack of effective integration into 
national solid waste 
management  



What is most cost-effective for the 
Caribbean?  
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