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Foreword

This rlocunrent represents il c()ncise report on thc:
Stirte of the Errvir onment firr the Republic of Palirtr.
It llas prepared as a cornponent of'tlre Nationill
Enlir<lnment:rl Melnzrgernenr Stmregies (NEIUS)
Project. The NEMS Project was instigatecl ro acl-

clress srustainirblc en r.i r< tn rrlen tal clevek rprrrt.n t an cl

plarrning issrres in a nnnrber ol'Pacific lslancl court-
tries, namely Kirihati, Natrr-rr, Nitre, Palitr, Tokclatr,
Trrvirlu arrcl \,l'estenr Sarnoa. It n,as funclecl by the
Unitccl Niltions Developnrenr Pnr{rranrme (tINDP)
:urrl inrplemente(l thrutrgh the Sonth Pacilic Rt-
gional Enrinlnnrent Prrrgr.unnre (SPREP,) as part of
a broader :rssistance project callecl Pacific Multi
Islarrd (PN{l): Planning arrd Inrplenrenurli(,n of
Paci-fic Resional Environrncut Prosraltrrne. which
c()rlcentriltes orr reg'iontrl :urcl irr-conntry instittr-
tional stretrgthening an<l trainiug of' environ-
nrental lniln:lgers.

The State of the Errvironnrent Rcport fbr the
Reptrblic of'Palatr is a cornprehensivc reference
docunrcnt on the current sttttrls of'Pnl:rtr's envirorr-
nrerrt lvhich should act :ls a benclutrark against
rvhich chernges to the environnreuI can be gatrged.
The Rcpclrt strnrntarizes the crrrrent stirte ol'knorr.
leclge irborrt the envir<lnnrent of Pirlarr in arr:ars strclr
as the terestrial environrDent, rnat"itre res()llrces.

culturul and arclrireological resources, trnd socir>
econornic ertvirortntenl, and orttlines envirotr-
rnental challerrges facing P:rlau. Tlre Sterte of the
Lnviroument Report also provides an inrportant
vehicle {tlr rirising the arvarerress of the cornrrrtrniN
to the inrport2lr)cr r,rl'enl'irottrrrerrtal issues irnd horv

tlrese slrotrld be integratecl into lirture decision-
rnaking proccsses.

!\ie also rrish to acknowledge that the Rcport
clralvs ir subst:lntiitl irrrtorrnt of in<leptlt inforrna-
tion fi-orn thc Cornprehensive Conserlation
Stratcgv- (CCS) fbr the Republic of Palau, authored
hy Demei Otoberl,.|ocli Cassell and Harrro Aclelbai.

SPREP kxrks lbnvarrl to rvorking rvith the Re-

prrblic of Rrlarr ancl with other regional :urd interna-
tioni{ organizirtions in tackling the environrnental
issues identifiecl in this State of the Enlironrnent
Relxrrt.

Vili A Frr:n,ao

Divcktr'
South Pacil'i c Regional Envi ron rrten t Prcr gr arnme
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