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Foreword

This clocumelrt represents a concise report on the
state of the environrnent. for Tokelarr. I[ was pre
pared as a major component of' the Nation:rl
Environmental Management Strategies (NENTS)

Ploject. The NFIMS Project was instisated to ad-
dr-ess srutainable environnrental developrnent iurd
planniug issrres in a ntrmber of Pacilic Islancl colln-
tries, nirmel1,. Kiribati, Natrm, Niue, Palau, T<rkelau.
Tuvalrr and Westem Sarnoa. It has been funded bv
the United Nations Developnrent Programrne
(UNDP) ancl irnplernented throrrgh the Soutlr
Pacilic Re gional Enr.ironnren t Progrun rn c ( SPREP)

as part of a broader UNDP irssistance pl:ogrdltrnrc
callett PMI: I'lanning and Inrplernent;rtiort ol'
Facific Regional Envirr>nrnent Propp-amnre which
concentr.ttes on rcgiorral ancl iu-r'orrntrf institrr-
tional slrerrgtlrening and training of cnriron-
mental rnanagers.

The State of the Environnrent Report for
Tbkel:ru was a majol back-grotrncl docrrment lbr thc:
prcpar.rtion of the drali Tokchu Ern,irt>nmental
Martasement Stmtc.p;y' (TEMS) and f<rrlns iur irn-
portant reference cloctrnrent [<lr the National
Seminar helcl in Tokelau to further refint: irnd
develop the TEMS. The Report srunrnarises the
crrrrent stirte o[knowlcclge lborlt the environment
of T<rkelau in areas srrch as terlestrial cnvilonruent.
marine resolrlces, cultural and archaeolclgical re-

sourcfs, ancl socio-ecortomic enrirotrtnent, ancl

orrtlines tlre envirnnnrenurl challenges facing
Tokelatr.'fhe State of the Environrnent Report also

provicles an important vehicle fbr raising awal'eness

u'ithin lhe cornmurrities on each of the three atolls
about tlre irnportance of etrviroutuental issttes atrcl

Irow these issrres shotrlcl be integrated irrto fittttre
clecision-nraking prrrcsses.

I would like to thank IvIr Malurlio loane, Atoll
Enr,ironnrent Coorrlinator fbr Nukunclnrr rvho pre-
pared this .State of' thc Environnrent Report in
collaboration with rnt:nrberls of the Tokelar,r

Nationirl Task Forrc ftrr Enlilotrtnental Mauagt-
Iucnt and Strstainalrle Developnrent, arrcl staff of
the Environment Policy Unit-

SPREP looks fonn'ard to working with the
Tokelarnn people and u'ith other regional iurd
i lr ter Jlalional or-gan is:rtions i n tac kli n g the eu l'iron-
rnenErl issues identified in tl'ris State of'the Euvirotr-
rrrent Report.

ViliA. Ftravao
Dircdor
Sorrth Pacil'ic Regional
Enri nrr rment Pr ograrnnre



Preface

As atoll environments are delicate environments, and
as orlr survival in Tokelau depends on maintaining
them in a pristine and productive statc, we are asking
you as Tokelauans to exarnine this document care-

frrlly. As we crrn'ently undertake ottr development
path, we rcrlise that constraints must be put in place

that will assure Tokelau ol.ur ecologically sensitive,

srrstainable development.
Therefore, on behalf of the three Cottncils of

Elders, we, the Faipule of each atoll, are grateftrl to
those who have rnade a vahmble and detailecl ir-rput

into this latest environmental report, with special
thanks to the membem of the National Task Force
for Environmental Man;rgement and Sustainable
Development who have helped irtentify Tokelau's
enr,'ironmental needs.

Whatwe all want nowis the bestenvironmental
planning possible. Fortunately, there has beetr in
more recent timesan arvakening to the relationship
between our srlrroundings, otrr ctdture attd our
current der'e lopment path. While this awareness is

new to most of us, r-eports like this will help us to
evoh'e a t)?e of modern-day development that will
not damage our natural resources, that will not
drastically alter our culture, and that will preserve
orrr environment fcrr futrlre generations.

We can now look fonvard to those changes that

will bring about a greater awareness of our tradi-
tional culture and its relationship to our natural
resources, and of changes that will provide a per-
rnanent partnership between development and
environmental trends.

This State of the Environment Report. now
sen'es as the official government document that
will grride us r+'ith the implementation of the
Tokelau Environmental Management Stmtegy
(TEMS) Project. The TEMS Projectwould not have

been possible had it not been for the generous
assistance and advice from SPREB UNDP, the New
Zealand Government and other agencies which are

assisting Tokelau along the path towards sustain-

able htrman developnrent. Without such intema-
tional assistance to srnall Pacific Island nations like
Tokelau, our collective efforb to attain sound
environmental management and sustainable devel-
opment within the Pacific region would have only
limited effectiveness.

It is now our hope that the proposed Tokelarr
Eruironmental Managenrent Strategy will not only
prevent Tokelauans from making some regrettable
development decisions, btrt will also hasten our
attainment of sustainable development. To those

who have guided r$, we are eternally grateftrl.

Salesio Lui

Memhas of the Cou.ncil of lhipule,
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