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Foreword

This documellt repr€sent$ 4 concise report ou the
State of tbe Environment fbr Niue. It was prepared
as a component of the Natinnal Err*tronmental
Managem,ent Strategies (NEMS) Project. The
NElvlS Project was instigirted to address sustainable
environmetrtal developmertt and pkuurirrg issrres
in a numtrer of Pacific Island corurtries, namely,
Kiribati, Naurrr, Nirre, Palarr, Tokelanl Tlrr:alu and
Western Samoa- It has been funded by the United
Nations Developn-rent Programme (UNDP) and
irnplernented through the South Pircific Regional
Environmeut Frograrrr,mc (SPREP) as part of a

broacler UNDP assistance progmrnnre caLlpcl PMI:
Planning and Implb,r-nentat,ion of Pacific Regional
Envir onment Pro.g{amme which concentrates orr
regio.nal an<l in crturtry iusticutional striength.en-
ing and trainirrg of environrneutal ruanagers.

The State of the Envirnrrment Rcport f-orNiue
is a compr:elterrsive t-efet:ertce document on the
ei.rrrent status of the environmel)t of Niue whiclr
should act as a benchmark against whiclr changes
to the em'ironfnent can be gauged. The report
strmrnarises the crrrrent smte of knowledge atlorrt
the errvironrnent of Niue in arcas such as terrestrial

enlironnrent, nrarirre resources, cultu"al and af=

chaeological r€soufces, and socio+corrornic
envirrmlnent, and outli,nes envil'onrrental chal-
lenges facing Niue. The State of the Enviro-nmen't
Report also pr:ovicles an important vehicle for rais-

ing awarerress within the com&utity about the
impoftance of environmental issues and how tJrese

should tre integrated intn futtre decision-nraking
processe$.

I woultl like to thankJohn [a,ne for his work in
preparing this State of the Environment Report.
SPREP loo ks forurarcl to workin g nri th the ipeopl e of
Nitre and with other regional and internatiorral
organisations. iu tackliug the environmental issues

iderrtifierl in this report.

Vili A Fuavao
Diredur
Sorrtlr Facific Regional
Envi ron nren.t Programme



Prefoce

Having read this report, I arn corrvitrced that Niue
rugently needs a "National Environmental
Mzrnagement Strategy (NEM$)" that it can iqrple-
ment immediately. This Smte of the Environsrent
Report will serr,e as a :basiu for Nit-re's futtrre devel'
opmenL

Our alrility to surive with dignity and without
total rcliluree on ottr Pacific neighboum is at stnke.
Our economic envir-onrnetrt and frtttue develop
ment rely on Niue having an intaet environrnent. I
ask you all to exanrine this docurnent eatefi,rlly, as

the custodians of our heritage and nanrral
reso:urces.

If it were not for the Narioiral Envirrrnnrelrtal
Management Srategy irritiatives, we could possibly
have overlookecl the need to change our enciron-
merr[ll marragernent in Nitre. The Govemrnent ol'
Nirre arrd the community have a daunting,task
ahead of then:r if they are to alter illeir cuffent
environ mental p,ractices.

Irr Niue, we want the best erMronm0nd ptatt-
ningpossible, and we want it translated into aedon
before f,urther damage is doue to our delicate
environmenl We mtmt act now: We have the capa-

bility, and we also have rnauy of the solutions.

We owe a sincere thanks to SFREF; UNDP and
the New Zealand Representative (Niue) f,or this
initiative and for their continuing financiil sup
pon. Without srrch lrelp, it would not be possible
for us to attain sorrnd enl'iroumental matragement
and sustailrable deve'lopment thro,ughnut the
Pacific region.

I look forward to a change in development
attitude$, a change that will bring about a Sreater
ail,areness of the 'Moui Faka-Niue' and its relation-
ship to our natural resourres and the beatrtifrrl
environment of Nir.re.

The Honotuable Frank F"akaotirnanava Lur
he.rnter of Niue
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