


PHcFACE 

The Regional Se •• Programme ,laS initiatod by UNEP in 1974. 5.ino. ~.hen thR 
Governing Counol] of UNEP hos repeatedly ondoroud 0 reglonHl Hpp~oH¢h lQ lh~ control 
of monne pollution and thc managoment of """inc atld ou"~l~l L·.aO"L·O'~ ono h •• 
requested the development of regional actlon plans. 

The Region.l Seaa Programme at pre"ent lneludes ten <egiono yond has OVer 120 
"".al.l SI.t." r""Ucjr~llng in it. Tt i, conceived"" 8n 8~tion_oriented programme 
having COi1oern not only for the oonsoquenoc9 but alao fOt lb. oaU.~. of 
eLlYironment,l degradation and enoo""assing a oomprehensive approach to oombating 
environmental problems through the management of marlO. and coastal araas. Eaoh 
<<qlon"l "ction plan j. ForiBUlated ""cording to the needs of the region as peroeived 
by th& Gov.rnm",,"" oonoornod. It 10 d"'io;11"d to ll~k """"a.ment of the quality of 
the morine environment and the oauses of its deterioration with aotiville9 fo.' \.h. 
rn3nagement and developilent of the marine and eoa<>tal enviroMont. Tho aotion plans 
promote the parallel development of regional legal agreements and of action_onented 
programme .ollvilie9. 

Doooision BlD(C) of the eighth session of the Govorning Coundl of tmEr oollod 
for the de.eloprneot of on aotion plan for the protection OM de,olop~ont of tho 
marine and coaatal en. ironment of the Ea6t Afrioan region. As a fi<st O~tiVlty in 
the region, ~EP o<gonhed in adobe< and lIb.ember HBI a joint 
U~P/oo/uNroo/fAO/UNcSCO/WIIO/Il-f!;IJ/IUCN exploratory mission ..tlioh visited the eight 
Slot •• of the reglnn J/ In ~rder to' 

assess oaoh State's interest in partiolpotlng in 0 future '.glonal P"og.·~mme; 

oonsult with Govem~ents with a new to idmtifying aoti,ihes that may u.&fully 
be included a" part of a comprehensi.e ""tion planT 

lIII!<e a preliminary ""ae •• ~ent of the en.iromental problems in the region, 
induding the problem. related to the en.ironmentally sound manage~ent of ~arine 
and ooastal notural resouroo. and aotiviti~s inflLJOnoi"'l thA qUAlity of the 
~srine and coo.tal e.wironment; 

culloct a>ailabLe 90i~ntifio dota ""d information p"rt"i~iny to U", de.elopolent 
and implementation of the ""tion plan planned for the regionT and 

idelltify ""tJ.onol inat1tutJona thot may parUcipol.e in implementing .., action 
plan onos it is adopted. 

y M.diterranean, Kuwait Aotion PIen ~ion, West and Central Africa, Wider 
Caribbean, East Asian Seas, South_E,s,t Paoific, South_West Pacific, Red 
S&a and [1jIf of Adon, East Afrioa ond South_WeBt Atl8l1tio. 

Y COILlo<oa, Kenya, flad.gasc.,., M.udtluo, Mo'&rnbJqu., Seych.lles, Smali., am 
tru.ted Republio of Tanzania. 
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INTROOOCTlON 

1. \he United Nations Conf.renoe on the Human Environment (Stookholm 1912) 
adopted, into" o.lia, the prindple thBt "the ~oxin~ ~nvi"o'""""t end all tho lhing 
organism. which it 9upports are of vital iolportarICe to hu~anity" and reoQ~nized that 
"proper m.nage~"nt ie r.",~red ""d me.sUres to prevent and oontral ~arin. pDllution 
must be regarded 8Il an eu"ntial element in this rnan.g..,..,t". furthermo"", the 
ConFer.noe recornendad that Goverment" toke early action to adopt "~ff.ctive 
national rneasUrea foo the control of all eign1flcant 80UroeS of marine pollution, 
ircluding lend_based "oure.a, ano ooocert snd CO--<lrdi""te thair actions regLotlally 
ar<l >here appropriate en a wider i~tern8tional ba.i,' (reo""",ondation 92). 

2. Tho subsequent moetings of the UNEP Go.ernir>] Counoil repeatedly ondorsed the 
p"I)ional approaooh to the oQnhul of mari"" pollution and re_s~~d the devel0PiT"'nt 
of reglOn.1 .olion plano fo" tMo f'I'<ts of the o~.an "'ere such plans do not yet 
~:dst. ConsequenUy, in 1974 tho Regional Sea. p"ogr!lllme of lINEP wo. initiated. 

3. The ove"all .totegy to be follo~d in tho developnent of regional oction plans 
w.s defined b~ UNEP'o Governing Corncil a., 

pt",,",otion of international and rBgional oonv",Uons, gUideli""s .nd .otiQns for 
the cQnhol of marine pollution and fo" tho proteotion .nd rnonsgerne<1t Df oq""Uo 
rosourcesl 

asses.ment of the Btate of .. arine pollution, of the "ou:r~es and trend. of this 
pollution, and Qf the i~pact of the pollution on hw"n health, "",.ine @oosystems 
and a~oniti"SI 

CO--{lrdinatioo of tr.. effod. wHh reg8"d to u'e environmental aspects of the 
P"otoction, develop:i1ent and ~anag .... nt of marine ond ~oastal re""uroes; 

suppod for eduo.tion ond tra1mng .fforts to Mk. pOSB1ble lhe full 
f'l'rtidpation of dev.loping countries !~ the p"oteoUon, dev8loPiT"'nt Snd 
~""agem8nt of ma"l~. ond cO"8tal Usouroes. 

4. 5in~e each regionsl poogra,.". la aimed ~t benerHing the Steha of that 
region, Gove"menta '"8 involved fro" the very beg~nnlng in the fo"~ul.Uon of the 
a~tion plan. After aocept8J1ce, tho 1o>plemenl;aUQf> of the progr ..... is carried out, 
under the o .. ,rall outhority of the Govemrn",la C<lncerned, by natiof\!ll in.titut.lons 
"Cllinated b~ tooir Gover,....,ts. 

5. Although the Region.l Seas PrDgr."",e 10 :imple~enhd pred[).linantl~ by 
Go.en.,ent_ncrninated inaUtutioos, epeciolized Lnited NotiQns bodies, os ..,11 as t~. 
"elevant internaU""al lind <.gional orgmizaUons, contribute to its forrnulaUon and 
may p"ov1de a •• 1stanoe to these nahond 1nstitutions. lJIJEP ach ••• n "'ar811 
co-ordin.tor for the deve1Ol*ent and Implem.ntation of region.l action plans 
slthough, in so~e c,""e., this "01. 10 limited to the initial phase Of the 
acti,itieB. In tho f",ullewor~ of UNEP a !leglonal Seae PmgrMme Achvity Centro he. 
been e.tablished (1977) to ~o--{l"dinste tho efforts of those 1n.olved in the !legion.l 
SeaB ProgrOllm •• Financial support to the regional progr"""'e. 1. initiolly provided 
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