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Foreword

Sanitation, including the proper management
of wastewater, is central to ensuring human
and ecosystem health, and economic and
environmental benefits. While significant efforts are
being made across Africa to ensure better access
and services, many places still have inadequate
infrastructure for sanitation and wastewater
management. This is happening at a time of
greater need due to population growth, rapid
urbanization, improving lifestyles, and industrial
and agricultural expansion - all in a region that has
low resilience to climate change.

This atlas - ajoint effort by the African Development
Bank, the United Nations Environment Programme,
and GRID-Arendal - profiles the state and trends
in  wastewater management and sanitation
delivery in Africa; highlights the human health
and ecosystem impacts of poor sanitation and
wastewater management; and discusses the
continent’s policy and institutional arrangements.
It benchmarks Africa’s progress towards the

nwumi A. Adesina
President
African Development Bank

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and other
aspirations, including Africa’s Agenda 2063 and
Africa’s Water Vision 2025. The findings of the
atlas will allow policymakers to track progress on
sanitation and wastewater, making it a valuable
tool to accelerate change.

The continent’s efforts in this area are largely guided
by SDG 6. Of particular concern are the sub-targets
on access to adequate and equitable sanitation and
hygiene - paying special attention to the needs
of women, girls and vulnerable populations — and
improving water quality by reducing pollution,
eliminating dumping and halving the proportion
of untreated wastewater. However, all other SDG 6
targets are linked to Africa’s aspirations, including
those on universal and equitable access to safe and
affordable drinking water, efficient water use and
integrated water resources management. Other
SDGs - including those for health, education, cities
and industry — will be boosted by better sanitation
provision and wastewater management.

Providing adequate sanitation with proper
wastewater treatment represents an opportunity
to reclaim vital waste resources and lead the way
towards the realization of a circular economy, as well
as more sustainable services delivery. Solutions to
increase sanitation coverage and improve wastewater
treatment will help boost public health and secure
the sustainability of Africa’s natural resources. They
can trigger investments in integrated wastewater
management and offer employment opportunities
while ensuring the integrity of water resources and
water-related ecosystems. As the atlas discusses,
industry and the private sector have a key part to
play by investing in and innovating on solutions for
sanitation and wastewater management.

We trust that the Sanitation and Wastewater
Management Atlas of Africa will be of use to Africa’s
leaders, development allies and interested parties
to guide and track the solutions needed to provide
better sanitation and wastewater management
services to Africa’s people.

Loy Yo

Peter T. Harris
Managing Director
GRID-Arendal
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