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2019 / Initial Biennial Update Report

FOREWORD

I am pleased to present the First Biennial Update Report of the Government of the Islamic Republic of
Afghanistan to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, in fulfilment of our
commitment under Article 4, paragraph 1(a) and Article 12 of the Convention and Decision 1/CP.16.

The BUR contains the most updated information on national circumstances, greenhouse gas inventory
for 2012-2017 time series. Apart from the information related to the mitigation actions and their effects,
the report also provides an overview of the planned programmes and projects that are beneficial to the
mitigation of climate change. The country is planning to implement its mitigation programmes up to
2030 depending on technical and financial support provided by bilateral and multilateral financial
entities.

The Special Report on Global Warming released in October 2018 by the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change shows that the human-induced global warming has reached 1°C above the pre-industrial
average global temperature. However, the South East Asia region, which includes Afghanistan, has already
experienced much higher average temperature in some parts. Afghanistan is a least developed country
and amongst the poorest twenty countries in the world that has negligible per capita emissions. In 2017,
per capita emission of Afghanistan, excluding the Land Use, Land Use Change and Forestry (LULUCF)
sector were 1475.37 kg which only accounts for approximately 0.08% of the total global GHG emissions.
Despite being one of the lowest contributors to the global greenhouse gas emissions, it has witnessed a
mean increase of 1.8°C, which is above the target of 1.5°C recommend in the report.

Although, we have demonstrated ourcommitmenttochannellingourown scarce resources toameliorating
the impacts of climate change and fulfilling ourown end of the bargain; we are looking for our international
partners to continue supporting us in addressing the global phenomena of climate change in our country.

Afghanistan’s First Biennial Update Report would not have been possible without the contribution of
valuable data from the government line ministries and agencies. I wish to congratulate all those involved
in the process of preparing the First Biennial Update Report, particularly the members of the National
Study Teams and the National Climate Change Committee. The report was prepared involving all key
stakeholders within multi-disciplinary study teams and through a broad consultative process coordinated
by the National Environmental Protection Agency.

Finally, I would like to take the opportunity to thank the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change, Global Environment Facility, and UN Environment Afghanistan office for their financial
and technical support for the preparation of this report.

Schah-Zaman
Director Gereral
National Enyironmental Protection Agency

Islamic Republic of Afghanistan
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