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Inception Meeting of Global Environment Outlook (GEO) for Cities

The inception meeting of GEO for Cities took place in Arendal, Norway from |3-14 May 2019.The Co-Chairs and
Advisory Committee of GEO for Cities met to prepare a draft annotated outline of GEO for Cities and to confirm
a draft work plan, including overview and context, timeline, anticipated impact, anticipated outcomes, project design
and risks mitigation measures as well as to suggest prospective authors from different institutions, considering
gender and geographic balance.
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Diego Martino and Julie Greenwalt, Co-Chairs of the GEO for Cities making a presentation during the meeting

The Co-Chairs of GEO for Cities, Diego Martino and Julie Greenwalt gave a warm welcome and thanked everyone
for attending the meeting. A vote of thanks was given to Grid Arendal for hosting the meeting. The UN Environment
secretariat then made a presentation on the findings of the sixth Global Environment Outlook (GEO-6) including
drivers of environmental change, state of the environment, outlook for the future, changing the pathway we are on,
the way forward and emphasis was placed on transformative policies which should be the key point in for GEO
for Cities. Following this presentation, the Co-Chairs made a speech on urban components from GEO-6 showing
the audience what environmental issues in GEO-6 are relevant to cities. Air and freshwater were highlighted as key
issues, other issues such as biodiversity will also be discussed in GEO for Cities but will require more information.

The Co-Chairs and Advisory Committee decided:

e The theme of GEO for Cities will be ‘Healthy Cities, Healthy People’;

e The GEO for Cities launch is planned to take place in October 2020 during the Convention on Biological
Diversity in Ching;

e The Secretariat should revise the timeline accordingly;

e The Secretariat should make an author list including all the nominations recommended and share with Advisory
Committee for further suggestion;

e The Advisory Committee will be included in the internal review period;

e More outreaches should be considered in the following year during the process;

e The next call meeting with all the Advisory Committee could happen on the second week of June;

e The next face-to-face meeting involving all the Advisory committee members will be the second authors
meeting in February 2020.


https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/27539/GEO6_2019.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y

Pierre Boileau head of the Global Environment Outlook giving the GEO-6 presentation

The group emphasized that the target audience should be clear; atthough local government plays the main role in
city issues, national governments could also be considered. Also, it was greed that GEO for Cities should be different
from other assessments. More information could be built on biodiversity issues since most assessments focus
more on climate change. Planetary boundaries, infrastructure development, changes in social behaviours, economic
growth, inequality are all the drivers of environmental issues in cities and could be added to supplement GEO-é.
Thereafter, the Co-Chairs led a brainstorming discussion on target audiences, approach and scope/niche to move
the process forward.

Farticipants at the Inception Meeting

The participants then spent the afternoon focusing on drafting the annotated outline. It was agreed that the GEO-
6 findings would form the basis on certain issues while developing GEO for cities. A big discussion focused on
regional uniqueness and how to deal with typology issues. The idea of having an independent chapter talking about
regional uniqueness was let go since the definition is quite different. For the pathway to healthy cities, the Secretariat
proposed focus on the 3 systems which are food, energy and waste just as the main GEO-6 report had done.The
Advisory Committee suggested that water system should be added as well.
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https://science.sciencemag.org/content/347/6223/1259855
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/27539/GEO6_2019.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/27539/GEO6_2019.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/27539/GEO6_2019.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/27539/GEO6_2019.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y

Farticipants of the GEO for Cities Meeting

The group then gave some comments on outreach and timeline. The Advisory Committee suggested that GEO for
Cities could be launched on October 2020 during Convention on Biodiversity Diversity (CBD) and the timeline
would extend a little bit longer following this schedule. The first authors meeting would move to late August 2019
to have more time for choosing authors. It was agreed that Advisory Committee would be involved in the internal
review period and join the second authors meeting. The Secretariat will address all the comments and share the
revised timeline after the meeting.

Third face-to-face GEO for Youth Authors’ Meeting

The GEO forYouth authors met face to face for their final meeting in Vienna from 15 to 17 May 2019 to further
develop the drafts of the GEO for Youth report. Pierre Boileau, Head of Global Environment Outlook provided
welcome to the participants and introduced the new participants, the illustrators, Joseph Schmidt-Klingenberg
and Sebastian Obermeyer and the videographer, Oliver Umpierre. After the opening remarks, presentations were
provided by Pierre Boileau, Head of GEO, on logistics and timeline, the Co-chairs, on general comments and a
way forward and representatives from each chapter about the achievements since the February Nairobi meeting,
meeting objectives and a plan on how to achieve those objectives.



https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/?menu=1300

The objectives of the meeting were to: &
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* Reduce the amount of text in each chapter to about 5000 words, in order to ensure a concise and focused
product.

* Advance the chapters to their second order draft stage, including completing infographics with the visual
authors, videos and other multimedia elements with the videographer.

* Develop a work plan for ensuring that the second order draft is fully completed by 3 weeks following the Vienna
meeting in order to prepare the second external review process.

* Collaborate with other authors and the co-chairs to ensure links are made across the chapters to create a
coherent narrative for the report.

*  Produce the initial draft of the Introduction and Executive Summary for the whole report (1000 words)

* Finalize the review grids from the previous review period.

The GEO for Youth text was modified to include some observations from the co-chairs and the Secretariat such
as; Chapter | will reference the sixth Global Environment Outlook a bit more, to ensure the link with the GEO
is clear to readers. Chapter 2 will also reference the GEO a bit more to keep the link with the business as usual
and target seeking scenarios chapters in the main report. These references will strengthen the foundation for the
need to move towards a more sustainable future. Chapter 3 will develop a ‘life choices’ section to inform youth
about the impacts of their more one-off choices (e.g. where they live, how the move around) and how they can
make more sustainable choices. Chapter 3 will also increase the citation of existing literature on the impact of
these different day-to-day sustainability actions and life choices, so that credibility of the recommendations in the
report is strengthened. Chapter 3 will also create linking text to the annex on citizen science, indicating that one of
actions that youth can take is to help monitor the state of our environment. Chapter 4 will strengthen the analytical
portions of the jobs of the future sections by linking it to the green jobs analysis conducted by the International
Labour Organization.

Plenary in session

During the meeting all authors contributed their top 5 messages to the co-chairs so that they may complete the
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