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Presently 7 Partnership Areas

1. Artisanal/small-scale gold mining

2. Coal combustion 

3. Chlor-alkali sector

4. Air transport and fate research

5. Reduction in products 

6. Waste management

7. Supply and storage

Other possible areas:
- cement production
- non-ferrous metals mining



Summary of Global Hg Partnership

� Overarching Framework was launched in 2008.
� Identifies objective, priority actions, an advisory group as 

well as overall operational guidelines.

� Currently 46 official partners, UNEP is Secretariat.

� Projects focused on minimization and where possible 
elimination of mercury use and releases.

� Generating important information for the treaty 
negotiation process, such as technical guidance 
documents and awareness raising materials.



Chloralkali sector

� The objective of this partnership area is to 

significantly minimize and where feasible 

eliminate global mercury releases to air, water, 

and land that may occur from chlor-alkali 

production facilities;

� Use and emission trends going down due to 

phase out of mercury use;

� Issue is storage of excess mercury from 

existing plants.



Chloralkali in 2008

Mercury consumption and emissions from chloralkali plants

(kg per year)

Source:  World Chlorine Council (2009)







Air transport and fate research

� 2006:  Italy offered to lead this Partnership 

area in close cooperation with the U.S., 

Canada, Japan and other interested partners;

� Webpage maintained at the Italian National 

Research Council  

http://www.cs.iia.cnr.it/UNEP-MFTP/index.htm. 
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