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Since the beginning of the 1990s, UNEP has made a major con-
tribution in promoting the biosafety agenda. In 1995, UNEP’s
International Technical Guidelines on Biosafety were adopted.
Between 1997 and 2000, UNEP successfully implemented, with
GEF resources of US$ 2.7 million, a pilot biosafety project that
assisted 18 countries prepare National Biosafety Frameworks
and promoted regional cooperation.

Based on the success of the pilot project, and following the
designation of the GEF as the financial mechanism of the
Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety, UNEP is now implementing,
with GEF financing, a US$ 39 million project that will assist up




significant contribution that UNEP is providing in assisting
countries to prepare themselves for the entry into force of the
Protocol and implement its innovative provisions.
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