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Overview

• Context
• International 

commitments
• CBD role and criteria
• New global ocean 

initiative
• Next steps

Google Earth



State of the Oceans 2009

• Melting polar ice
• Changing temperatures
• Changing chemistry
• Changing currents
• Changing winds
• Changing productivity patterns
• Changing communities

Plus…
pollution, overfishing, habitat 
destruction, lost biodiversity, invasive 
species and disease



“Synergistic effects of these stressors risks an 
unprecedented, dramatic and wide-spread collapse of 
marine ecosystems and fisheries within the next decades”

Nelleman, C., Hain, S., and Alder, J. (eds.) February 2008



The Deep

• 95% of global 
biosphere

• 5% explored; 0.01% 
in detail

• Regulates climate
• Contains vast natural 

resources
• Highest biodiversity 

on land or sea
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Economic activity in vulnerable Economic activity in vulnerable 
ecosystems can have severe ecosystems can have severe 
consequencesconsequences

Impact of bottom trawls

IMR, BergenIMR, Bergen
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