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Preface: A Framework for Freshwater Ecosystem Management

The UN Environment ‘Framework for Freshwater Ecosystem Management’ series presents

a holistic management framework to guide country-level action to sustainably manage
freshwater ecosystems. It builds on the decision by the UN Environment Programme (UNEP)
Governing Council to develop water quality guidelines for ecosystems (Decision 27/3, 2013).

The Framework supports national and international goals related to freshwater ecosystems,
such as relevant Aichi Biodiversity Targets and Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) targets.
An overview of the series, which currently consists of four volumes, is provided below:

The Freshwater Ecosystem Management series

Volume 1- Overview and guide for country implementation

Overview

Volume 2 - Technical guide
for classification and
target-setting

Technical
Guides

Volume 1 provides an overview of the Framework, and places it in the context of supporting
Agenda 2030. It is intended for a wide audience, including decision makers, practitioners,
scientists, non-governmental organizations and the general public.

Volume 2 describes aspects of the Framework in more technical detail: classification systems
for freshwater ecosystem types, setting targets for ecological status, and monitoring progress
against these targets. It is primarily aimed at government agency staff responsible for the
sustainable management of freshwater ecosystems. These aspects have been selected for
elaboration as they are likely to be the most useful for the largest number of countries in
relation to Aichi Biodiversity Targets and the SDGs. Additional technical guides that expand on
other parts of the Framework, such as the design and implementation of remediation actions,
may be developed depending on demand from countries.

Volume 3 provides examples from around the world, illustrating different aspects of the
Framework.

Volume 4 underpins the series and includes a review of water quality guidelines for
ecosystems from around the world.
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