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Increased threats to African elephants resulting from 
the illegal killing of elephants, illegal trade in ivory, human-

elephant conflicts, loss and fragmentation of habitats jeopardize their 
protection and harmonious coexistence with humans. 

To address these alarming concerns, the African elephant range States have 
formulated strategies for the conservation and management of elephants, known as 

the African Elephant Action Plan. 

Concerted efforts are being made by the African elephant range States, the United Nations 
Environment Programme, the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species 
of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) and its Monitoring of Illegal Killing of Elephants (MIKE) 
programme to carry out the African Elephant Action Plan and ensure a secure future 
for the African elephants and their habitats.

The African Elephant Fund was created to support the African Elephant Action 
Plan in carrying out strategies for protecting and restoring elephant populations 
and their habitats where possible.     

To find out more, visit  africanelephantfund.org
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Elephants are vital to our ecosystem. 
Yet the population of elephants is steadily 
dwindling, by almost 8 per cent every year. 
We must step up efforts to manage and 
protect our biodiversity, including the 
African elephant.

Erik Solheim
Head

United Nations Environment Programme 

Photo Credit: Aimee Vogelsang | Unsplash
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