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UNEP/Mediterranean Action Plan

Activities



Barcelona Convention

� Convention for the protection of the marine environment and the 
coastal region of the Mediterranean (Barcelona Convention) 

adopted in 1976, amended in 1995 – entered into force 2004

Protocols:

� Protocol for the protection of the Mediterranean Sea against 
pollution from land-based sources and activities (LBS Protocol)

Adopted 1980 – amended 1996 – entered into force 2008

� Protocol concerning specially protected areas and biological 
diversity in the Mediterranean

Adopted 1995 – entered into force 1999

� Protocol for the prevention and elimination of pollution of the 
Mediterranean Sea from ships and aircrafts or incineration at sea

� Adopted in 1976 – amended 1995



Barcelona Convention

� Protocol for the protection of the Mediterranean Sea against 
pollution resulting from the exploration and exploitation of the 
continental shelf and the seabed and its subsoil (Offshore Protocol)

Adopted in 1994 – entered into force 2011

� Protocol on the prevention of pollution of the Mediterranean Sea by 
transboundary movements of hazardous wastes and their disposal

Adopted  in 1996 – entered into force 2008

� Protocol concerning the cooperation in preventing pollution from 
ships and, in case of emergency, combating pollution of the 
Mediterranean Sea

Adopted  2002 – entered in force 2004

� Protocol of Integrated Coastal Zone Management in the 
Mediterranean

Adopted 2008 – entered into force 2011





Structure of MAP Secretariat

� Coordination Unit (Athens, Greece)

� MED POL  - Programme for the assessment and control of pollution in 
the Mediterranean Region (Athens, Greece)

Regional Activity Centres (RACs)

� REMPEC - Regional marine pollution emergency response centre for 
the Mediterranean (Malta)

� BP/RAC - Blue Plan Regional Activity Centre  (Sophia Antipolis, France)

� PAP/RAC – Priority actions programme Regional Activity Centre (Split, 
Croatia)

� SPA/RAC – Specially protected areas Regional Activity Centre (Tunis, 
Tunisia)

� INFO/RAC Information Regional Activity Centre (Rome, Italy)

� CP/RAC – Regional Activity Centre for Cleaner Production (Barcelona, 
Spain)



Five-year progarmme of work (2010-2014) (1)

Promote the full implementation of Barcelona Convention, its 
Protocola and strategies, including the Medirranean Strategy of 
Sustainable Development (MSSD), as well as the decisions and 
recommendations of the Contracting Parties.

Priorities

� Global and regional environmental issues to be reflected within 
MAP framework. Contribution to their effective implementation in 
the Mediterranean Region such as: 

- CBD strategic objectives (Nagoya 2010) on marine and coastal 
biodiversity; 

- Monitoring and assessment – link to the Regular Process;

- Millennium Development Goals, such as wastewater disposal in 
the sea

- GPA implementation in the Mediterranean (NAPs implementation)



Five-year progarmme of work (2010-2014) (2)

� Reflection of new internationally adopted conceptual developments 
in MAP policy

Such as

- Application of the Ecosystem Approach (Decision of CoP IG.17/6 
2008) for the management of human activities

� Strengthen Regional governance

EU Marine Strategy Framework Directive

EU Horizon 2020  for marine pollution reduction

EU Water initiative 

Union for the Mediterranean – Mediterranean Water Strategy (links 
with MSSD)

World Bank (GEF) projects “Sustainable MED” 



Five-year programme of work (2010-2014) (3)

� Entry into force of MAP legal instruments and their implementation

(Protocols, Regional Programmes of Measures, etc.) Seek synergies 
with international and regional players

� Implementation of the Mediterranean Strategy of Sustainable 
Development (MSSD) focusing on adaptation to climate change in 
marine and coastal areas (16th CoP 2009)

Revision of MSSD reflecting global (Rio+20) developments adopting 
a blue/green economy perspective, including biodiversity, 
sustainable consumption and production, ICZM, and ecosystem 
approach

The Five-Year Programme of MAP is built on six themes: Governance, 

Integrated Coastal Zone Management, Pollution prevention and 

reduction, sustainable production and consumption, and Climate 

change
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