® Landmark decisions and Major outcomes at the 28th
session of the Council of Arab Ministers Responsible for the
Environment -League of Arab States

® Kuwait Public Authority for Environment (EPA) has
signed a cooperation agreement with the United Nations
Environment (UNEP)

@ Health and environment ministers pledge climate actions
to reduce 12.6 million environment-related deaths

® Mosul battle brings environmental damage, with serious
impacts on health, prospects of recovery

@ Dubai hosts the UN Environment Regional Technical
Forum for the Polyurethane foam manufacturers on
sustainable alternatives

® UAE hosted UN Environment Programme Finance
Initiative’s Global Roundtable

@ Kuwait Public Authority for Environment (EPA) has
signed a cooperation agreement with the United Nations
Environment (UNEP)

@ Palestine’s first workshop for a National Biodiversity
Strategy and Action Plan

@ Bahrain prevents biodiversity loss by integrating Aichi
targets into its sustainable development strategies and
policies

UN Environment in West Asia
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Twenty Arab countries participated in the 28™ session of
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The one-week sessions yielded a number of landmark
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education, international cooperation.



As the joint secretariat of the League of Arab States, the

UN Environment will assist in the implementation of the
decisions, and will prepare for the next 29" session which
will be held under the theme of “Environment
Governance”, on 19 October 2017 at the League of Arab
states premises.

In the same context, the UN Environment will organize the
annual preparatory meeting for the Arab countries in the
run-up to the United Nations Environment Assembly
(UNEA-3), where UNEA resolutions will be debated with
the aim to bring the Arab countries together around a
strong and unified position.

It has also been decided that a joint Ministers of Health
and Ministers of Environment council meeting will be
convened by the League of Arab states with support from
UN Environment and WHO on 2 March 2017 to discuss the
Arab Strategy on Environmental Health.

From the other side, the UN Environment flagship report,
“the Global Environment Outlook (GEO-6)” was launched
during the meeting where Arab Ministers requested UN
Environment to mobilize technical support and resources
to prepare an Arab Environment Outlook for all 22 Arab
countries.

It has been announced that a Directorate for Sustainable
Development and International Cooperation was
established by the League of Arab states which will be
linked directly to the Secretary General. This directorate
will coordinate between all sectors to ensure synergies. UN
Environment with other member states will assist in
preparing a technical paper on the role of the Environment
Ministers Council vis-a-vis this new directorate.

The debate relating to the state of Environment in
Palestine resulted in decisions requesting UN Environment
to continue its efforts to study the state of the
environment in Gaza, assess the environmental and health
impacts of the Gishuri factory, and mobilize financial
resources for that purpose. As well as provide other
technical assistance to be provided to Palestine.
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Kuwait Public Authority for Environment (EPA)

has signed a cooperation agreement with the
United Nations Environment (UNEP)

Environment Public Authority (EPA) of Kuwait and UN
Environment signed a cooperation agreement for the
preparation of the second national report, which is
submitted by the country, as part of its commitment
towards the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change. The implementation of this initiative
depends on numerous studies, researches, and data
gathering that will be analyzed with the aim to reach the
results needed to address the climate change impact.

UN Environment supported Kuwait in the preparation of
the First national report through close collaboration with
EPA and Kuwait University. Launched in November 2012,
the first national reports encompassed four main
chapters which touch on a variety of issues such as a
greenhouse gases inventory, the programmes
established to reduce the Impacts of climate change, a
vulnerability assessment, and an assessment of the
national situation relating to the climate change.

The key achievements resulting from the preparation of
the first national report, the greenhouse gases inventory
for the year 1994, which shows the CO2 emissions
reached 32373 GG, where the energy sector is the main
contributor, responsible of 95.3% of the emissions,
waste management sector 2.4%, industry 2.1%, and
agriculture 0.2%.
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Health and environment ministers pledge
climate actions to reduce 12.6 million
environment-related deaths
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Ministers and senior officials responsible for health and
environment today committed to reducing the annual 12.6
million deaths caused by environmental pollution.

Gathering at the COP22 climate meeting in Marrakech, over
two dozen high level officials from both sectors signed up to
the Declaration for Health, Environment and Climate Change.
The goal is to reduce pollution-related deaths via a new global
initiative to promote better management of environmental
and climate risks to health.

The World Health Organization (WHO) estimates that some
12.6 million deaths a year are associated with environmental
pollution. Of these, an estimated 6.5 million deaths (11.6% of
all global deaths) are associated with air pollution, from
household and outdoor sources.

“This landmark declaration has raised consensus for better
articulation of our efforts to find a solution to the major
health, environmental and climate challenges,” said Ms
Hakima El Haite, Minister of Environment, Morocco.
“Together, we commit to ensuring that people — their
livelihoods, wellbeing, and particularly their health — are at the
centre of the response to climate change.”

The declaration encourages the health and environment
sectors to exchange experiences, technical expertise and best
practices to enhance health and protect the environment.
Global and comprehensive links between these two sectors
does not yet exist.
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The health impact of environmental pollution

Most environmental pollution-related deaths occur in low-
and middle-income countries. However, outdoor air
pollution remains prevalent in high-income countries as
well, with 9 out of 10 people worldwide exposed to air
pollution that exceeds WHO Air Quality guidelines for fine
particulate matter.

Ninety-four percent of outdoor air pollution deaths are
due to no communicable diseases — notably cardiovascular
diseases, stroke, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease
and lung cancer.

Major sources of air pollution include inefficient modes of
transport, household fuel and waste burning, coal-fired
power plants, and industrial activities.

According to WHO, hundreds of thousands more deaths
each year are due to direct climate change impacts
including heat waves, extreme weather emergencies,
drought, and increased diarrheal disease and vector borne
disease transmission. And these deaths are projected to
rise if climate change is not addressed.

Reducing the risk

“The devastating consequences of air pollution affect both
the climate and health. They are seen everywhere from
smog-encircled mega-cities to village dwellings filled with
smoke from indoor cooking. Yet virtually all air pollution is
man-made — and often excessive,” said Dr Margaret Chan,
WHO Director-General. “By working together, across
sectors, and with partners, we can help ensure that people
—their livelihoods, wellbeing, and particularly their health
—are at the centre of the response to climate change.”

“Rather than focussing solely on the cure, we need more
integrated policies, solutions and measures that prevent
environmental degradation and the health problems they
cause,” said Erik Solheim, head of UN Environment. “For
this we need the environment and health communities to
come together. We need to translate global agreements
into measures that have a tangible, positive impact on
people’s lives.”

“We have the solutions and they are within reach, but we ne:
to see greater political will for positive change to materialize.
The coalition that has been called for today offers an importa

and timely opportunity to catalyse change across multiple
sectors, from energy, transport, housing and agriculture to
economic policy and planning.”
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Civilians in northern Iraq are falling victim to additional
suffering — including near-suffocation and respiratory
illnesses — due to what appears to be a scorched-earth
policy employed by retreating ISIL militants following the
launch of a major military offensive to retake the city of
Mosul.

Nineteen oil wells have been set ablaze by armed groups
near Al Qayyarah, located south-east of Mosul, with
citizens and armed forces exposed to toxic fumes. The
burning crude oil produces a wide range of pollutants,
including soot and gases that cause health problems such
as skin irritation and shortness of breath.

Stockpiles of sulphur dioxide stored at the Mishraq
Sulphate Factory caught fire, leading to a large toxic cloud
plume spreading over dozens of kilometres. The
Directorate of Health, supported by the World Health
Organization (WHO), treated over 1000 cases of
suffocation in Qayyarah, ljhala, and Makhmour primary
health care centres.

UN Environment, through the Joint Environment Unit it
runs with the UN Office for the Coordination Humanitarian
Affairs (OCHA), put responders in touch with hazardous
materials experts, who provided technical advice on
dealing with the fire. On 23 October a water plant was
reportedly affected by fighting, leading to a chlorine gas
leak for which around 100 civilians sought medical
treatment.
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“This is sadly just the latest episode in what has been the
wholesale destruction of Irag’s environment over several
decades — from the draining of the marshlands to the
contamination of land and the collapse of environmental
management systems,” said UN Environment chief Erik
Solheim

“This ongoing ecocide is a recipe for a prolonged disaster. It
makes living conditions dangerous and miserable, if not
impossible. It will push countless people to join the
unprecedented global refugee population.

That’s why the environment needs to be placed at the centre
of crisis response, conflict prevention and conflict resolution
Minimizing the damage to environment from armed conflict
remains a priority for UN Environment. The organization is
working closely with partners in Iraq like OCHA, WHO, the
UN Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR) and the UN
Operational Satellite Applications Programme (UNOSAT) --
which has provided support to mapping smoke plumes
during the offensive to minimize harmful impacts of
chemical hazards in humanitarian response.

The events highlight the need to prepare for environmental
health impacts as part of humanitarian action and crisis
response, a topic UN Environment will continue working on —
including at the 2017 Environment and Emergencies Forum
taking place in Nairobi next June.

Member states and non-state actors need to take all
measures to comply with existing international law on the
protection of the environment in times of armed conflict, a
responsibility highlighted in a number of UN and UN
Environment resolutions. The General Assemblv “Protection
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