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PREFACE

The primary purpose of thisHandbook isto serve asapractical guidetoinnovatorsof governance
and socioeconomicsin Large Marine Ecosystem (LME) projects. Based on aGloba Environmental
Facility IW:LEARN-sponsored workshop for 11 L ME programs,* the Handbook isdesigned to be
used in short courses and workshops on governance and Soci 0economics science to support the
ecosystem approach to marineresources management.

TheHandbook explainswhy governance and socioeconomicsareimportant to the success of
resource management in the LM E context. Good governance and soci oeconomics can lead to good
outcomes, bad governance and socioeconomics nearly awaysdoom management effortstofailure.
Toimprovethe chancesof successful management, the Handbook explainsthe basic principlesand
ingredientsthat makefor good governance and socioeconomics—at al phasesof LME project
development, from the Transboundary DiagnosticAnaysisto the StrategicAction Plan, and
implementation of adaptive management and sustainablefinancing.

YInformation on the workshop can be found at http://www.iwlearn.net/abt_iwlearn/pns/learning/b2-2lme
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FOREWORD

Dr. \eerle Vandeweerd
United Nations Environment Programme
Coordinator GPA/Head, Regional Seas Programme

Thehealth, and in some casesthevery survival, of coastal popul ations depends upon the health and
well being of themarineand coastal ecosystems. Theeffective governance of marineand coastal
ecosystemsistherefore essential to progresstowards sustainableformsof development. Good
governance, inturn, requiresathorough understanding of the socioeconomicimplicationsof coastal
and marine ecosystem change. Together, the governance and socioeconomic aspectsof largemarine
ecosystems (LM E) addressthe human dimens ons of important regionsof our planet.

ThisHandbook setsforth the defining featuresand the dynamic interplay between the governance
and socioeconomic modulesand the three natural science modules (productivity, fish and fisheries,
and pollution and ecosystem heal th) that together describethe condition and functioning of LMEs.
Assuchitisamaor contribution to LM E planning and decision-making. The Handbook begins
with adiscussion of ecosystem-based management asaparadigm shift fromtraditional sector-by-
sector management. It proceedsto analyzethe planning and decision-making processasit unfolds
into aplan of action for ecosystem-based management. A primer onthedriving forcesand
challengesthat must be understood and addressed in L M E management explores marketsand the
factorsthat determinewhether stakehol derscomply with or resist theimplementation of rules
governing how natural resourcesareallocated and utilised. Thefinal chapter isdevoted tothe
critica issueof sustained financing for long-term ecosystem-based management initiatives.

The production of the Handbook contributesto the partnership that linksthe coastal and marine
activitiesof thegloba Regional Seas Programme coordinated by the United Nations Environmental
Programme (UNEP) with the LM E approach. Thisjoint initiative a so contributesto one of the
globa Regional Seas Strategic Directionsto “ (d)evel op and promoteacommon vision and
integrated management, based on ecosystem approaches, of prioritiesand concernsrelated tothe
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