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PREFACE

The primary purpose of this Handbook is to serve as a practical guide to innovators of governance
and socioeconomics in Large Marine Ecosystem (LME) projects. Based on a Global Environmental
Facility IW:LEARN-sponsored workshop for 11 LME programs,1 the Handbook is designed to be
used in short courses and workshops on governance and socioeconomics science to support the
ecosystem approach to marine resources management.

The Handbook explains why governance and socioeconomics are important to the success of
resource management in the LME context. Good governance and socioeconomics can lead to good
outcomes; bad governance and socioeconomics nearly always doom management efforts to failure.
To improve the chances of successful management, the Handbook explains the basic principles and
ingredients that make for good governance and socioeconomics – at all phases of LME project
development, from the Transboundary Diagnostic Analysis to the Strategic Action Plan, and
implementation of adaptive management and sustainable financing.

1Information on the workshop can be found at http://www.iwlearn.net/abt_iwlearn/pns/learning/b2-2lme
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The health, and in some cases the very survival, of coastal populations depends upon the health and
well being of the marine and coastal ecosystems.  The effective governance of marine and coastal
ecosystems is therefore essential to progress towards sustainable forms of development. Good
governance, in turn, requires a thorough understanding of the socioeconomic implications of coastal
and marine ecosystem change. Together, the governance and socioeconomic aspects of large marine
ecosystems (LME) address the human dimensions of important regions of our planet.

This Handbook sets forth the defining features and the dynamic interplay between the governance
and socioeconomic modules and the three natural science modules (productivity, fish and fisheries,
and pollution and ecosystem health) that together describe the condition and functioning of LMEs.
As such it is a major contribution to LME planning and decision-making. The Handbook begins
with a discussion of ecosystem-based management as a paradigm shift from traditional sector-by-
sector management.  It proceeds to analyze the planning and decision-making process as it unfolds
into a plan of action for ecosystem-based management. A primer on the driving forces and
challenges that must be understood and addressed in LME management explores markets and the
factors that determine whether stakeholders comply with or resist the implementation of rules
governing how natural resources are allocated and utilised. The final chapter is devoted to the
critical issue of sustained financing for long-term ecosystem-based management initiatives.

The production of the Handbook contributes to the partnership that links the coastal and marine
activities of the global Regional Seas Programme coordinated by the United Nations Environmental
Programme (UNEP) with the LME approach. This joint initiative also contributes to one of the
global Regional Seas Strategic Directions to “(d)evelop and promote a common vision and
integrated management, based on ecosystem approaches, of priorities and concerns related to the
coastal and marine environment and its resources in Regional Seas Conventions and Action Plans,
introducing amongst others proactive, creative and innovative partnerships and networks and
effective communication strategies.”
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