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FREFALCE

The United Mattons Conference on the Human Enviromment (Stockhalm, 5-36 Jume 1977} adopted
the Action Plan for the Haman Enviromment, including the General Principles for Assessment and
Contral af Marine Pollytion. In the light of bhe results of the Skockbolm Conference, the
United Mations General Assembly decided to establish the United Hations Envireoment Programme
(UWEP) to "serve as a focal point for environmental action and co-ordimatian within the
United Wations system* [General Assembly resolution 2997(XXVII] of 15 Gecenber 1972). The
organizations of the United Mations system were invited “to adopt the measures that may be
required to wndertake concerted and co-ordinated programmes with regard to  international
anyvironmental problems”, and the “intergovernmental and ron—governmental organizations that have
afn interest in the field of the envirooment™ were alse invited “to lend their full support and
callabaration to the United Mations with a wiew to achieving the largest possible degree of
co-oparation and co-ordination®. Subsequently, the Gowerning Couscil of UMEP chose “Oceans® as
ong of the priorily areas in which it would focus efforts to Fulfil $ts catalytic and
co—ordinating rale,

The Regiona) Seas Progranme was initiated by UMEP in 1974. AL present, it includes elaven
regions 1/ and has more than 120 participating states. [t is conceived as an action-oriented
programme concernad not only with the consequences but also with the casses of enyircomental
degradation and encerpassing a comprebensive approach o controlling envirommental problems
threngh the management of marine and coastal areas. FEach regional action plan s Formulated
accarding ta the needs of ihe region as perceived by the Govermments concerned. [t is designed to
link assessment of the quality of the marine environment and the causes of its deterioration with
activities for the management and dovelopment of the marime and coastal enviromnment. The action
pians promote the parallel davelopment of regional legal agreements and of action-oriented
programe activities 7.

The #egional Seas Prograrme has always been recognized as a global programme implemented
through regional components. Inter-regional co-operation among the various sea areas on cormon
problems s an  important element in assuming  the compatibility of the different regional
companments .

At present, there are 17 major organizational umits of the Umited Mations system and 11

specialized agencies undertaking distinct marine affairs activities 3. Although these
activities constitute a useful and well-srganized response by the system to the needs of its

mewher states, the miltiplicity of mandates has caused some gverlap and duplication of activities.

This document is a compilation containing the basic texts adopted by the United Kations Conference
an the Human Environmant (Stackholm, June 1972} as well as the resolytions and decisiens adepted
by the General Acsembly of the United Mations and by the Gowerning Council of LMEP. These
resalutions and decisions provide the legistative authority for UHEP's oceans—ralated PrOgTamme,
the Reginnal Seas Programme specifically.

1/ Mediterranean Regicn, Kuwait Action Plan Regicon, Wesi and Cenfral African Region, Wider
Laribbean Region, East Asian Scas Region, South-fast Pacific Region, South Pacific Region, Red Sea
and Gulf of Aden Region, Eastern African Region, South-Mest Atlantic Region and South Asian Region.

2/ UMEP:  Achievaments and planned dovelopment of UMEP's Regional Seas Frogramme and
comparable programmes sponsored by other bodies, UMEP Regional Seas Reports and Studies, Mo. 1.
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