
UNDP-UNEP Poverty-Environment Initiative

PEI ANNUAl ProgrEss rEPort
2011 

Environment for the MDgs



The Poverty-Environment Initiative (PEI) of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) is a global UN effort that supports country-led efforts to mainstream poverty-environment linkages into national 
development planning. PEI provides financial and technical assistance to government partners to set up institutional and capacity-
strengthening programmes and carry out activities to address the particular poverty-environment context.

The PEI is funded by the Governments of Belgium, Denmark, Ireland, Norway, Spain, Sweden, the United Kingdom, the United States, 
and by the European Commission and with core funding of UNDP and UNEP.

PEI Annual Progress Report 2011 is also available online at www.unpei.org.

First edition. Published 2012.
© 2012 UNDP-UNEP
Produced by the UNDP-UNEP Poverty-Environment Initiative

The authors would like to acknowledge all PEI colleagues at the country, regional and global levels for their contributions to this report. 

Authored by: Victoria Luque, with guidance from George Bouma and Isabell Kempf 

Edited and designed by: Nita Congress

Cover photos: Top—land cleared for agricultural concessions (Silvia Jundt, PEI Lao PDR); bottom—Rubaya community celebrates inte-
grated demonstration project in Rwanda (Mónica López, PEI).

All $ referred to in this publication are US$, unless otherwise specified. The term “billion” in this report means a thousand million.

This publication may be reproduced in whole or in part and in any form for educational or non-profit purposes without special 
permission from the copyright holder provided acknowledgement of the source is made. The UNDP-UNEP Poverty-Environment 
Facility would appreciate receiving a copy of any publication that uses this publication as a source. No use of this publication may be 
made for resale or for any other commercial purpose whatsoever without prior permission in writing from UNDP and UNEP.

The views expressed in this publication are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of UNDP and UNEP. The 
designation of geographical entities in this report, and the presentation of the material herein, do not imply the expression of any 
opinion whatsoever on the part of the publisher or the participating organizations concerning the legal status of any country, territory 
or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

While reasonable efforts have been made to ensure that the contents of this publication are factually correct and properly referenced, 
UNDP and UNEP do not accept responsibility for the accuracy or completeness of the contents and shall not be liable for any loss or 
damage that may be occasioned directly or indirectly through the use of, or reliance on, the contents of this publication, including its 
translation into languages other than English.

www.unpei.org


PEI ANNUAl ProgrEss rEPort
2011

UNDP-UNEP Poverty-Environment Initiative

Environment for the MDgs





i i i

t A b l E  o f 
C o N t E N t s

P R E F A C E  v

A B B R E V I A T I o N S  A N D  A C R o N y M S  v i i

E X E C U T I V E  S U M M A R y  i x

1  I N T R o D U C T I o N  1

THE PEI SCALE-UP 1
CURRENT SCALE AND oVERVIEW oF oPERATIoNS  3
PEI MID-TERM REVIEW 3
HISToRy oF EXPENDITURES  4

2  M A K I N G  A  D I F F E R E N C E  A T  T H E  C o U N T R y  L E V E L  7

MAIN ACHIEVEMENTS AT oUTCoME LEVEL  7
MAIN ACHIEVEMENTS AT oUTPUT LEVEL 14

3  P R o V I D I N G  S U P P o R T  A T  T H E  R E G I o N A L  L E V E L  2 9

DELIVERING REGIoNAL ADVISoRy AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE  29
SHARING KNoWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCES AT THE REGIoNAL LEVEL 38

4  A D V I S I N G  A T  T H E  G L o B A L  L E V E L  4 3

CoLLECTING GooD PRACTICES AND LESSoNS 43
DELIVERING GLoBAL ADVISoRy AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE  47
SHARING KNoWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCES AT THE GLoBAL LEVEL  53

5  o P P o R T U N I T I E S  A N D  C H A L L E N G E S  5 7

PEI AS A MAINSTREAMING PLATFoRM  57
IMPRoVING THE PEI PoVERTy FoCUS 59
MoNIToRING AND EVALUATING PEI ACHIEVEMENTS 60



Baobab trees in Malawi (PEI Malawi).



v

P r E f A C E

the joint United Nations Development Programme–United Nations Envi-
ronment Programme Poverty-Environment Initiative (UNDP-UNEP PEI) 
continues to demonstrate the benefits of using the poverty-environment 

nexus concept to create tangible development outcomes for national policy 
makers and move towards improved policy implementation.

Evidence from our country programmes shows that institutional and political 
economy drivers affect decision-making, enshrining public sector policies that 
maintain “siloed” development approaches that contribute to ecologically unsus-
tainable economic practices and inequality. Counteracting these tendencies in a 
number of countries benefiting from PEI support, we are pleased to see that the 
application of economic, ecological and social assessment tools—complemented 
with capacity development—is contributing to strengthened institutions to 
engage in policy and planning reforms. These reforms in turn contribute to inte-
grating the rights and interests of the poor and other vulnerable groups, estab-
lishing fiscal and economic reforms to stimulate a greener and inclusive economy, 
and creating institutional frameworks for effective coordination, implementation 
and monitoring. 

We are heartened that the external Mid-Term Review undertaken during 2011 
positively assessed PEI’s progress and achievements, and made constructive rec-
ommendations to strengthen the programme’s efficiency and effectiveness. We 
have endorsed these recommendations and look forward to their implementa-
tion during 2012 and beyond.

Looking forward, we will strive towards a vision where national institutions have 
the capacity to successfully meet the implementation challenges of achieving 
inclusive, pro-poor and environmentally sound sustainable development. As the 
PEI matures, we need to learn lessons and continue to strengthen the capacity 
of counterpart ministries, agencies and civil society. By so doing, we will achieve 
transformational change that makes a real difference in the lives of poor and vul-
nerable people while ensuring the integrity of our ecosystems. And, in order to 
both support and move beyond purely technical, purely local solutions, national 
and global policy agendas will be needed that will help shape attitudes and 
responses.

With these ideals in place, it is with pleasure that we present the 2011 PEI Annual 
Progress Report, which provides a comprehensive overview of progress and 
achievements from the PEI scale-up programme. The report clearly shows that 
considerable results and outcomes have been made. PEI is increasingly recog-
nized as a source of knowledge on poverty-environment mainstreaming and 
as a vehicle to deliver integrated development policies and approaches. This 
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recognition is demonstrated by the growing number of requests for support we 
have received. These requests reflect the wider applicability of the poverty-envi-
ronment mainstreaming approach in efficiently and effectively putting in place 
key building blocks towards sustainable development.

Veerle Vandeweerd  Ibrahim Thiaw
Director Director
Environment and Energy Group Division of Environmental Policy Implementation 
United Nations Development United Nations Environment 
    Programme      Programme
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