
© United Nations Environment Programme, 2017

Publication: UN Environment 2016 Annual Report

Graphics/Layout: Phillip Amunga

ISBN: 978-92-807-3638-0 
Job No: DCP/2091/NA

* All dollar ($) amounts refer to US dollars. 
* The term ‘one billion’ in this report refers 
to one thousand million.

This publication may be reproduced in whole or in part and 

special permission from the copyright holder provided 
acknowledgement of the source is made. UN Environment 
would appreciate receiving a copy of any publication that 
uses this publication as a source. No use of this publication 
may be made for resale or for any other commercial purpose 
whatsoever without prior permission in writing from UN 
Environment. The designation of geographical entities in 
this report, and the presentation of material herein, do not 
imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part 
of the publisher or the participating organizations concerning 
the legal status of any country, territory or area, or of its 
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or 
boundaries. 

UN Environment promotes environmentally sound practices 
globally and in its own activities. This report is printed on paper 

is free of chlorine. Our distribution policy aims to reduce our 
environmental footprint. 

We hope you enjoy these highlights of 
our work in 2016. For more details, please 
visit our combined Annual Report and 
Programme Performance Report online.

http://web.unep.org/annualreport
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Hawaii Volcanoes National Park in the United States. The rare 

delta that spanned more than 10 hectares before it fell into 
the sea on 31 December 2016, producing explosions and giant 
waves in the area. The park, which celebrated its 100th birthday 
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G20 embraces Green Finance

World leaders meeting at the G20 Summit 
in Hangzhou, China, in September 
issued a communiqué recognizing 
the importance of scaling up green 

are proud to build on our work in this 

Environment Executive Director 

UN Environment earns top marks

In an extensive external review, 

management, operational management, 
performance management, and 

Multilateral Organisation Performance 

environmental issues and providing a 

UN kicks off massive campaign to 
end the illegal wildlife trade

of a global campaign, Wild for Life, to 

campaign, which has been rolled out in 

1 billion people, inspired 12,000 pledges 
of action, and been named among the top 

late 2016, several of the campaign’s 

international protections and China 
announced a total ban on commercial 

Wild for Life

Kigali Amendment delivers a win 
for the climate

landmark deal to reduce the emissions 
of powerful greenhouse gases, 

to the Montreal Protocol on Substances 

biggest step the world has taken to limit 

Paris Agreement comes into force

Climate Change came into effect after it 

Environment is working with countries 
around the world to help them achieve 
the Agreement’s ambitious goal of 

Nigeria launches Ogoniland 
clean-up

restoration of the Ogoniland region in 

to a succession of oil spills over the last 

Highlights



Message from António Guterres
UN Secretary-General

natural resources; climate change will 

protecting our environment is critical to 

spend far more time and resources 

to climate change, we can lower the risk 

can cut off a critical source of funding 

economic growth and make societies 

sustainable development and a 

with a multitude of partners, including 

Once again, the past year was the hottest ever. Sixteen of the 17 
warmest years on record have occurred during this young century. This 
trend not only threatens the world’s ecosystems and biodiversity but 
poses a serious risk for peace, security and sustainable development. 



front and centre in our work to protect 

determined to leave this world better than 

a real adventure to be part of a team striving 

politicians who can create policies to 
cut pollution and protect our oceans and 

and individual citizens, who can inspire 

In fact, if there is one lesson to draw 

developments of 2016, it’s that we need to 

Message from Erik Solheim
UN Environment Executive Director

Environment’s mission must be to improve those people’s lives by 

of technical solutions, many of which could create jobs and economic 
growth. The only raw material we lack is political will and, sometimes, 
public engagement.

Sometimes people ask me: 
can I change the world? I 

the world? 

UN ENVIRONMENT



Environment and its partners are taking 

working with local leaders in Morocco 

helping the people of Haiti build their 
resilience to hurricanes, earthquakes and 

political leaders together to phase down the 

Oceans Patron, Lewis Pugh, Antarctica’s 

with people and helping them make the 
transition to a greener, more sustainable 

Sometimes people ask me: Can I change the 

started with a small but dedicated group 
of people who clung to their goals and 

bold steps to build a better, healthier, more 
sustainable future for ourselves, our children 
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In our work on climate change, we focus on 
achieving results in three areas:

• Climate resilience, where we support 

and other approaches to adapt and build 
resilience to climate change; 

• Low-emission growth, where we support 

and reduce their emissions of greenhouse 

• REDD+, where we enable countries to 
capitalize on investment opportunities 
that reduce greenhouse emissions from 
deforestation and forest degradation 
with adequate social and environmental 

we enabled Albania, Angola and Antigua and 

the total number of countries who have 

approaches into their national plans, 

growth, we supported six East African 
countries to explore their potential for 

of 3 million square meters of solar water 

eight countries access technologies related 

the Government of Morocco to reduce 

installed in homes and businesses 

thousands of people, and reduced 

to avoid more than 4 million tons of 

Climate Change
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In our work on disasters and conflicts, we 
focus on achieving results in two areas: 

• Risk reduction, where we improve 
countries’ abilities to use environmental 
management to prevent and reduce 
the risks of natural hazards, industrial 
disasters and conflict; and

• where we 
support countries in the aftermath of a 

environmental risks that could have 

Over the course of 2016, we supported 22 

of natural disasters, industrial accidents and 

measures of success is the extent to which 
we can integrate environmental solutions for 

We responded to crises and supported 

to the scenes of acute environmental 

assessments of environmental damage and 

provide important opportunities for us to 

Afghanistan, Haiti, South Sudan and Sudan 

assistance in the wake of conflict or other 
address environmental challenges on 

Weathering the storm
Helping locals reduce their 

has integrated disaster risk reduction 
across all of its programming in the 

restoring mangroves, and teaching 

trainings learn how marine and 

effects of extreme weather, such as 

Disasters and Conflicts
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focus on achieving results in three areas:  

• The enabling environment, where we 
help countries incorporate the value and 

planning and accounting frameworks;

• 
 where we help countries 

• 
where we help countries use an 

We help countries take account of 

44 countries had incorporated the health 

With our support, 33 countries enabled 
different sectors of their economies to 

water basins took steps to secure their 

establishment of protected areas in Bolivia, 

Action on marine litter and wastewater 
continued to increase in 2016, with another 

and private sector entities agreeing on 
marine litter or wastewater action plans 

approach to improve the management of the 

Ecosystem Management

the Government of Iraq to restore the 
Marshlands of Mesopotamia, which 

conditions, and worked in collaboration 
with local communities to develop a plan to 
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