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This document was produced by the Artisanal Gold Council (AGC) with support from the
United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), and the International Devel-
opment Research Centre (IDRC)The primary authors of the guide are Myrianne Richard,
Paleah Moher, and Kevin Telmer All of the photographs and images in this document, with
the exception of those specifically indicated are the property of the Artisanal Gold Council.
Their use is subject to prior authorization by the AGC.

Provided acknowledgment of the source is made, the present publication may be repro-
duced in whole or in part and in any form, whether for educational or non-profit purpose
without special permission from the copyright holder. The Artisanal Gold Council would ap-
preciate receiving a copy of any publication produced from the information contained in this
document.

The use of this publication for resale or for any other commercial purpose whatsoever is
prohibited without the prior written authorisation from the Artisanal Gold Council.

The guide must be cited as followed:

Artisanal Gold Council (2015), Richard M., Moher P., and Telmer K.; Health in Artisanal and
Small-Scale Gold Mining: Training tool- Beta version 0.8, available online at: www.artisanal-
gold.org

Graphic designs by Ana Guerra. Translation by Dalal Hamza.

Warning:

The designation employed and the presentation of the material in this report do not imply
any expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of Artisanal Gold Council concerning
the legal status of any country, territory, city or area of any of its authorities or concerning
and delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. Any views expressed in the document do not
necessarily reflect the view of the Artisanal Gold Council, nor does citing of trade names or
commercial processes constitute endorsement.



Who is this document for?

This document was created to support health workers who
practice in communities where Artisanal and Small-Scale
Gold Mining (ASGM) occurs.

This guide is illustrated and contains key messages that
should be conveyed to the community. This guide can be
used for group information sessions or for individual
sessions.

This document has 2 main objectives:

e Inform the community on the health risks associated with
ASGM

» Encourage the community to prevent the main health
risks using simple solutions

We encourage you to edit and customize this guide to be
useful and specific to the context in which it is used.



How to use this tool?

The training tools was created so that the page
containing the image faces the individual or the group.

The page containing the text will face you and serve
as a memory aid.

The best way to share the information is to:

« Greet your patient or your group and sit facing
them.

« Make sure that your patient can clearly see the
Images at all time.

e Point to the image while talking about it.

» Speak clearly and use words that the person can
understand.

» Avoid reading the text directly.

* Try to involve the person by asking questions about
their own experience.



Mercury is used in Artisanal and Small-Scale Gold Mining (ASGM)
to capture gold.

This mercury is silver colored and is a heavy liquid.

It is often sold in plastic bags or small bottles.

Mercury releases toxic vapors.

These vapors are invisible and odorless.

Mercury releases vapors when the amalgam is heated.
Mercury also releases a bit of vapors when it is left in open air
without being heated. Mercury releases vapors at normal room

temperature.

People in close proximity to mercury will breath in these toxic
vapors.

If you touch mercury with bare hands, you will also be
exposed through your skin.
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Mercury vapors stick to objects, walls and clothes that are close-
by.

These vapors are also carried by the wind towards people and
houses.

When mercury sticks to something, it contaminates it. This lasts a
long time, months or even years.

Contaminated means that the vapors are now going to be
breathed in by people who are in close proximity to these objects.

We cannot see or smell mercury vapors.



MEercury. J

The wind carries the vapors everywhere.
The vapors stick to objects and
people.
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