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69/245. Oceans and the law of the sea

The General Assembly,

Recalling its annual resolutions on the law of the sea and on oceans and the
law of the sea, including resolution 68/70 of 9 December 2013, and other relevant
resolutions concerning the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (the
Convention),’

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General® and the reports on the
work of the Ad Hoc Working Group of the Whole on the Regular Process for Global
Reporting and Assessment of the State of the Marine Environment, including
Socioeconomic Aspects (the Regular Process),’ of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Informal
Working Group to study issues relating to the conservation and sustainable use of
marine biological diversity beyond areas of national jurisdiction (the Ad Hoc Open-
ended Informal Working Group), * of the United Nations Open-ended Informal
Consultative Process on Oceans and the Law of the Sea (the Informal Consultative
Process) at its fifteenth meeting’ and on the twenty-fourth Meeting of States Parties
to the Convention,6

Noting with satisfaction that 16 November 2014 marked the twentieth
anniversary of the entry into force of the Convention, and recognizing the
pre-eminent contribution provided by the Convention to the strengthening of peace,
security, cooperation and friendly relations among all nations in conformity with the
principles of justice and equal rights and to the promotion of the economic and
social advancement of all peoples of the world, in accordance with the purposes and
principles of the United Nations as set forth in the Charter of the United Nations, as
well as to the sustainable development of the oceans and seas,
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Emphasizing the universal and unified character of the Convention, and
reaffirming that the Convention sets out the legal framework within which all
activities in the oceans and seas must be carried out and is of strategic importance as
the basis for national, regional and global action and cooperation in the marine
sector, and that its integrity needs to be maintained, as recognized also by the
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development in chapter 17 of
Agenda 21,

Recognizing the important contribution of sustainable development and
management of the resources and uses of the oceans and seas to the achievement of
international development goals, including those contained in the United Nations
Millennium Declaration,®

Noting with satisfaction that, in the outcome document of the United Nations
Conference on Sustainable Development, held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, from 20 to
22 June 2012, entitled “The future we want”,” as endorsed by the General Assembly
in resolution 66/288 of 27 July 2012, States recognized that oceans, seas and coastal
areas form an integrated and essential component of the Earth’s ecosystem and are
critical to sustaining it, and that international law, as reflected in the Convention,
provides the legal framework for the conservation and sustainable use of the oceans
and their resources, and stressed the importance of the conservation and sustainable
use of the oceans and seas and of their resources for sustainable development,
including through their contributions to poverty eradication, sustained economic
growth, food security and creation of sustainable livelihoods and decent work, while
at the same time protecting biodiversity and the marine environment and addressing
the impacts of climate change,

Reiterating the importance of oceans and seas for sustainable development,
noting that the Open Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals established
by the General Assembly considered the issue of oceans and seas and proposed a
goal to conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for
sustainable development,'® recalling its resolution 68/309 of 10 September 2014, in
which it welcomed the report of the Open Working Group'® and decided that the
proposal of the Open Working Group contained in the report shall be the main basis
for integrating sustainable development goals into the post-2015 development
agenda, while recognizing that other inputs will also be considered, in the
intergovernmental negotiation process at the sixty-ninth session of the Assembly,
and in this regard reaffirming that international law, as reflected in the Convention,
provides the legal framework for the conservation and sustainable use of the oceans
and their resources,

Recalling that in “The future we want”, States underscored that broad public
participation and access to information and judicial and administrative proceedings
were essential to the promotion of sustainable development and that sustainable
development required the meaningful involvement and active participation of
regional, national and subnational legislatures and judiciaries, and all major groups,
and, in this regard, that they agreed to work more closely with major groups and

" Report of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, Rio de Janeiro, 3—14 June
1992, vol. 1, Resolutions Adopted by the Conference (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.93.1.8 and
corrigendum), resolution 1, annex II.

8 Resolution 55/2.
® Resolution 66/288, annex.
' See A/68/970 and Corr.1.

2/50



Oceans and the law of the sea A/RES/69/245

other stakeholders and encouraged their active participation, as appropriate, in
processes that contribute to decision-making, planning and implementation of
policies and programmes for sustainable development at all levels,

Conscious that the problems of ocean space are closely interrelated and need
to be considered as a whole through an integrated, interdisciplinary and intersectoral
approach, and reaffirming the need to improve cooperation and coordination at the
national, regional and global levels, in accordance with the Convention, to support
and supplement the efforts of each State in promoting the implementation and
observance of the Convention and the integrated management and sustainable
development of the oceans and seas,

Reiterating the essential need for cooperation, including through capacity-
building and transfer of marine technology, to ensure that all States, especially
developing countries, in particular the least developed countries and small island
developing States, as well as coastal African States, are able both to implement the
Convention and to benefit from the sustainable development of the oceans and seas,
as well as to participate fully in global and regional forums and processes dealing
with oceans and law of the sea issues,

Emphasizing the need to strengthen the ability of competent international
organizations to contribute, at the global, regional, subregional and bilateral levels,
through cooperation programmes with Governments, to the development of national
capacity in marine science and the sustainable management of the oceans and their
resources,

Recalling that marine science is important for eradicating poverty, contributing
to food security, conserving the world’s marine environment and resources, helping
to understand, predict and respond to natural events and promoting the sustainable
development of the oceans and seas, by improving knowledge, through sustained
research efforts and the evaluation of monitoring results, and applying such
knowledge to management and decision-making,

Reiterating its deep concern at the serious adverse impacts on the marine
environment and biodiversity, in particular on vulnerable marine ecosystems and
their physical and biogenic structure, including coral reefs, cold water habitats,
hydrothermal vents and seamounts, of certain human activities,

Emphasizing the need for the safe and environmentally sound recycling of
ships,

Expressing deep concern at the adverse economic, social and environmental
impacts of the physical alteration and destruction of marine habitats that may result
from land-based and coastal development activities, in particular those land
reclamation activities that are carried out in a manner that has a detrimental impact
on the marine environment,

Reiterating its serious concern at the current and projected adverse effects of
climate change and ocean acidification on the marine environment and marine
biodiversity, and emphasizing the urgency of addressing these issues,

Expressing concern that climate change continues to increase the severity and
incidence of coral bleaching throughout tropical seas and weakens the ability of
reefs to withstand ocean acidification, which could have serious and irreversible
negative effects on marine organisms, particularly corals, as well as to withstand
other pressures, including overfishing and pollution,
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Reiterating its deep concern at the vulnerability of the environment and the
fragile ecosystems of the polar regions, including the Arctic Ocean and the Arctic
ice cap, particularly affected by the projected adverse effects of climate change and
ocean acidification,

Recognizing the need for a more integrated and ecosystem-based approach to,
further study of and the promotion of measures for enhanced cooperation,
coordination and collaboration relating to the conservation and sustainable use of
marine biodiversity beyond areas of national jurisdiction,

Recognizing also that the realization of the benefits of the Convention could
be enhanced by international cooperation, technical assistance and advanced
scientific knowledge, as well as by funding and capacity-building,

Recognizing further that hydrographic surveys and nautical charting are
critical to the safety of navigation and life at sea, environmental protection,
including the protection of vulnerable marine ecosystems, and the economics of the
global shipping industry, and encouraging further efforts towards electronic
charting, which not only provides significantly increased benefits for safe
navigation and management of ship movement, but also provides data and
information that can be used for sustainable fisheries activities and other sectoral
uses of the marine environment, the delimitation of maritime boundaries and
environmental protection, and noting that under the International Convention for the
Safety of Life at Sea, 1974,"" ships on international voyages are required to carry an
electronic chart display and information system, in accordance with the
implementation schedule as set out in that Convention,

Recognizing that ocean data buoys deployed and operated in accordance with
international law are critical for improving understanding of weather, climate and
ecosystems, and that certain types of ocean data buoys contribute to saving lives by
detecting tsunamis, and reiterating its serious concern at intentional and
unintentional damage to such buoys,

Emphasizing that underwater archaeological, cultural and historical heritage,
including shipwrecks and watercraft, holds essential information on the history of
humankind and that such heritage is a resource that needs to be protected and
preserved,

Noting with concern the continuing problem of transnational organized crime
committed at sea, including illicit traffic in narcotic drugs and psychotropic
substances, the smuggling of migrants, trafficking in persons and illicit trafficking
in firecarms, and threats to maritime safety and security, including piracy, armed
robbery at sea, smuggling and terrorist acts against shipping, offshore installations
and other maritime interests, and noting the deplorable loss of life and adverse
impact on international trade, energy security and the global economy resulting
from such activities,

Reiterating the importance of the fair treatment of crew members and its
influence on maritime safety,

Recognizing that fibre-optic submarine cables transmit most of the world’s
data and communications and hence are vitally important to the global economy and
the national security of all States, conscious that these cables are susceptible to

" United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1184, No. 18961.
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intentional and accidental damage from shipping and other activities and that the
maintenance, including the repair, of these cables is important, noting that these
matters have been brought to the attention of States at various workshops and
seminars, and conscious of the need for States to adopt national laws and regulations
to protect submarine cables and render their wilful damage or damage by culpable
negligence punishable offences,

Noting the importance of the delineation of the outer limits of the continental
shelf beyond 200 nautical miles and that it is in the broader interest of the
international community that coastal States with a continental shelf beyond
200 nautical miles submit information on the outer limits of the continental shelf
beyond 200 nautical miles to the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf
(the Commission), and welcoming the submissions to the Commission by a
considerable number of States Parties to the Convention on the outer limits of their
continental shelf beyond 200 nautical miles, that the Commission has continued to
fulfil its role, including of making recommendations to coastal States, and that the
summaries of recommendations are being made publicly available,'

Noting also that many coastal States Parties have submitted preliminary
information indicative of the outer limits of the continental shelf beyond
200 nautical miles, as provided for in the decision of the eighteenth Meeting of
States Parties to the Convention regarding the workload of the Commission and the
ability of States, particularly developing States, to fulfil the requirements of article 4
of annex II to the Convention, as well as the decision contained in SPLOS/72,
paragraph (a),"”

Noting further that some coastal States may continue to face particular
challenges in relation to preparing and presenting submissions to the Commission,

Noting that financial and technical assistance may be sought by developing
countries for activities in relation to preparing and presenting submissions to the
Commission, including through the voluntary trust fund established by the General
Assembly in its resolution 55/7 of 30 October 2000 for the purpose of facilitating
the preparation of submissions to the Commission for developing States, in
particular the least developed countries and small island developing States, and
compliance with article 76 of the Convention, as well as other accessible
international assistance,

Recognizing the importance of the trust funds established pursuant to
resolution 55/7 in facilitating the participation of members of the Commission from
developing States in the meetings of the Commission and in fulfilling the
requirements of article 4 of annex II to the Convention, while noting with
appreciation the recent contributions made to them,

Reaffirming the importance of the work of the Commission for coastal States
and for the international community,

Recognizing that practical difficulties can arise when there is a considerable
delay between the preparation of submissions and their consideration by the
Commission, including in retaining expertise up to and during the consideration of
the submissions by the Commission,

'2 Available from the web page of the Commission maintained by the Division for Ocean Affairs and the
Law of the Sea.

13 SPLOS/183.
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Recognizing also the significant workload of the Commission in view of the
large number of submissions already received and a number of submissions yet to
be received, which places additional demands and challenges on its members and
the secretariat as provided by the Secretary-General of the United Nations through
the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea of the Office of Legal Affairs
of the Secretariat (the Division), and welcoming the decision of the twenty-first
Meeting of States Parties to the Convention regarding the workload of the
Commission, "

Noting with concern the projected timetable of the work of the Commission on
the submissions already received by it and those yet to be received,'? and in this
regard noting with appreciation the continued implementation of the decision of the
Commission at its thirtieth session concerning the arrangements for its sessions and
the meetings of its subcommissions, taking into account the decision of the twenty-
first Meeting of States Parties to the Convention,"

Recognizing the need to ensure that the Commission can perform its functions
under the Convention expeditiously, efficiently and effectively and maintain its high
level of quality and expertise,

Noting, in this regard, the decision of the twenty-fourth Meeting of States
Parties to the Convention regarding the conditions of service of the members of the
Commission, '

Concerned about the implications of the workload of the Commission for the
conditions of service of its members,

Recalling its decision, in resolutions 57/141 of 12 December 2002 and 58/240
of 23 December 2003, to establish a regular process under the United Nations for
global reporting and assessment of the state of the marine environment, including
socioeconomic aspects, both current and foreseeable, building on existing regional
assessments, as recommended by the World Summit on Sustainable Development,'’
and noting the need for cooperation among all States to this end,

Recalling also its decisions, in paragraphs 202, 203 and 209 of resolution
65/37 A of 7 December 2010, regarding the Regular Process, as established under
the United Nations and accountable to the General Assembly,

Recalling further that the Division has been designated to provide secretariat
support to the Regular Process, including its established institutions,

Recognizing the importance and the contribution of the work of the Informal
Consultative Process established by the General Assembly in its resolution 54/33 of
24 November 1999 to facilitate the annual review of developments in ocean affairs
by the Assembly,

Noting the responsibilities of the Secretary-General under the Convention and
related resolutions of the General Assembly, in particular resolutions 49/28 of
6 December 1994, 52/26 of 26 November 1997, 54/33, 65/37 A, 65/37 B of 4 April

4 SPLOS/229.
15 See CLCS/76.
16 SPLOS/276.

"7 See Report of the World Summit on Sustainable Development, Johannesburg, South Africa, 26 August—
4 September 2002 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.03.I.LA.1 and corrigendum), chap. I,
resolution 2, annex.
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2011, 66/231 of 24 December 2011, 67/78 of 11 December 2013 and 68/70, and in
this context the substantial increase in activities of the Division, in particular in
view of the growing number of requests to the Division for additional outputs and
servicing of meetings, its increasing capacity-building activities, the need for
enhanced support and assistance to the Commission and the role of the Division as
the secretariat of the Regular Process and in relation to the functions as focal point
for UN-Oceans,

Reaffirming the importance of the work of the International Seabed Authority
(the Authority) in accordance with the Convention and the Agreement relating to the
Implementation of Part XI of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
of 10 December 1982 (the Part XI Agreement),'®

Reaffirming also the importance of the work of the International Tribunal for
the Law of the Sea (the Tribunal) in accordance with the Convention,

I

Implementation of the Convention and
related agreements and instruments

1. Reaffirms its annual resolutions on the law of the sea and on oceans and
the law of the sea, including resolution 68/70, and other relevant resolutions
concerning the Convention;'

2. Also reaffirms the unified character of the Convention and the vital
importance of preserving its integrity;

3. Calls upon all States that have not done so, in order to fully achieve the
goal of universal participation, to become parties to the Convention and the Part XI
Agreement;'®

4. Calls upon States that have not done so, in order to achieve the goal of
universal participation, to become parties to the Agreement for the Implementation
of the Provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of
10 December 1982 relating to the Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish
Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks (the Fish Stocks Agreement);'

5. Calls upon States to harmonize their national legislation with the
provisions of the Convention and, where applicable, relevant agreements and
instruments, to ensure the consistent application of those provisions and to ensure
also that any declarations or statements that they have made or make when signing,
ratifying or acceding to the Convention do not purport to exclude or to modify the
legal effect of the provisions of the Convention in their application to the State
concerned and to withdraw any such declarations or statements;

6.  Calls upon States Parties to the Convention that have not yet done so to
deposit with the Secretary-General charts or lists of geographical coordinates, as
provided for in the Convention, preferably using the generally accepted and most
recent geodetic datums;

7. Urges all States to cooperate, directly or through competent international
bodies, in taking measures to protect and preserve objects of an archaeological and

'8 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1836, No. 31364.
"% Ibid., vol. 2167, No. 37924.
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historical nature found at sea, in conformity with the Convention, and calls upon
States to work together on such diverse challenges and opportunities as the
appropriate relationship between salvage law and scientific management and
conservation of underwater cultural heritage, increasing technological abilities to
discover and reach underwater sites, looting and growing underwater tourism;

8.  Acknowledges the recent deposit of instruments of ratification of the
2001 Convention on the Protection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage,” calls
upon States that have not yet done so to consider becoming parties to that
Convention, and notes in particular the rules annexed to that Convention, which
address the relationship between salvage law and scientific principles of
management, conservation and protection of underwater cultural heritage among
Parties, their nationals and vessels flying their flag;

1I
Capacity-building

9.  Emphasizes that capacity-building is essential to ensure that States,
especially developing countries, in particular the least developed countries and
small island developing States, as well as coastal African States, are able to fully
implement the Convention, benefit from the sustainable development of the oceans
and seas and participate fully in global and regional forums on ocean affairs and the
law of the sea;

10. Recalls, in this regard, that in “The future we want”,” States recognized
the importance of building the capacity of developing countries to be able to benefit
from the conservation and sustainable use of the oceans and seas and their
resources, and in this regard emphasized the need for cooperation in marine
scientific research to implement the provisions of the Convention and the outcomes
of the major summits on sustainable development, as well as for the transfer of
technology, taking into account the Criteria and Guidelines on the Transfer of
Marine Technology adopted by the Assembly of the Intergovernmental
Oceanographic Commission of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization at its twenty-second session, in 2003;

11. Emphasizes the need for international cooperation for capacity-building,
including cross-sectoral cooperation, at national, regional and global levels, to
address, in particular, gaps in capacity-building in ocean affairs and the law of the
sea, including marine science;

12. Calls for capacity-building initiatives to take into account the needs of
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